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PKEFACE. 



It will not be disputed that the present volume con- 
tains a very amusing assemblage of early novels, inde- 
pendently of their claims from intimate connection with 
Shakespeare and other old dramatists. The author, 
Barnaby Riche, in the " Conclusion " of his work, in- 
forms us that some of the stories had, even then, been 
applied to the purposes of the stage, and we shall pre- 
sently more fully advert to this interesting point. 

How far any of them are original it is not very easy 
to decide. In his address " to the Readers in general," 
Rich states that of the eight " histories" five were " but 
forged only for delight," while the other three were 
written in Italian, by an author whom he designates 
by the initials L. B. Hence we might infer that the 
five had been " forged only for delight " by himself, 
if we did not know that some of them were founded 
upon foreign authorities. One of the five, in a manner 
claimed by Riche, which stands second in his volume, 
(and, in our view, of peculiar importance, because it 
was employed by Shakespeare in his " Twelfth Night ") 
is unquestionably, in all its main features, the same as 
in Bandello, who could not be the Italian writer pointed 



PREFACE. Vll 

earlier, was known to Shakespeare, who without scruple 
availed himself of the literature of his time, whenever he 
could employ it to advantage for the purposes of the 
stage. On the very first page of Riche's " Farewell to 
Military Profession *' we meet with a proof of it, for 
who can read the following without being instantly and 
forcibly reminded of a very notorious passage in the 
earliest scene of Shakespeare's " Richard III." : — " I see 
now," says Riche, " it is less painful to follow a fiddle 
in a gentlewoman's chamber, than to march after a drum 
in the field," &c. Other resemblances, not necessary 
here to be pointed out, will strike the reader as he pro- 
ceeds; and on p. 112 of our reprint he will meet with 
a remarkable expression, applied in the same way as by 
our great dramatist in his *' Romeo and Jijliet." 

" Twelfth Night" was acted very early in 1602, having 
probably been written in 1600 or 1601 ; and, ^s far as 
he derived assistance from Riche's novel, Shakespeare 
must have resorted to the edition we here reprint, that 
of 1581, which has only lately been brought to light in 
the Bodleian Library. There was a subsequent impres- 
sion in 1606 ; and if Malone's conjecture, that " Twelfth 
Night " was composed in 1 607, had ncJt recently been 
entirely disproved,^ that edition would have answered 
Shakespeare's purpose. The tale, containing some prin- 
cipal situations in " Twelfth Night," was given in Ma- 
lone's Shakspeare by Boswell, 8vo., 1821,. from the copy 
of Riche'b "Farewell," in 1606, and more recently in 
vol. ii. of a work entitled " Shakespeare's Library ;" 
but in neither instance was it complete, the whole of 

^ See CoUier's Shakespeare, iii., 317. 
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the introductory matter having been omitted — a cir- 
cumstance to be regretted, because it contains an illus- 
tration of a passage in " Midsummer Night's Dream," 
but not to be wondered at, inasmuch as the perfect 
copy of Riche's '' Farewell," in 1581, had not then been 
brought to light. 

It appears that there is an imperfect copy of the date 
of 1581 in the library of C. K. Sharpe, Esq., of Edin- 
burgh; and from it, in 1835, was given the last novel it 
contains, called *' Philotus and Eraelia," as an appendix 
to the old Scottish comedy of " Philotus," 1603, when 
it was reprinted by Mr. J. Whitefoord Mackenzie, for 
the Bannatyne Club. This is a second drama, which 
may have been founded upon part of the contents of the 
work under consideration ; but whether Riche alluded 
to it as one of the pieces actually on the stage when he 
published his " Farewell," may, we think, be more than 
doubted. It seems to us questionable whether the 
Scottish " Philotus " was ever acted, or was intended 
by the author, whoever he might be, for representation ; 
and, at all events, we are of opinion that when Riche 
spoke of the subjects of some of his novels, as having 
been already adapted to the purposes of public amuse- 
ment at a theatre, he referred to performances in Lon- 
don, where the Scottish " Philotus " could never have 
been exhibited. In his able preface Mr. Mackenzie 
mentions that " the plot, and indeed the entire story of 
Philotus, are borrowed from Riche ;" but it seems to 
us that the play is older than the novel : however, it is 
needless to enter more fully into the question, because 
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and reproaching some of his peers for interposing 
delay : — 

How long shall I entreat? how long, my lords, 
Will 70a detain our holy pOgrimage f 
Are not our vows already registered 
Upon the unvalued Sepulchre of Christ? 

The last line affords an instance of the precise mode 
in which Shakespeare uses the word " unyalued '* for 
invaluable in " Richard III. ;" and some portions of the 
play would hardly be unworthy of his pen. The novel 
of " Sappho, Duke of Mantona," may also have been 
one of those which Biche tells us existed in a drama- 
tised form when he wrote in 1581, and that older play 
may have served for the foundation of " The Weakest 
goeth to the Wall:*" as it appeared in print in 1600, it 
may have been a revival of the more ancient drama, 
with additions and alterations, such as were constantly 
made by our early playwrights, in order to give hew 
attractiveness to productions they found in possession 
of the company for which they wrote. Of this practice 
we need give no proofs at this time of day, and after the 
illustration the point has received of late years ; and the 
course taken, in the instance before uis, was possibly 
this : — when Riche composed his novel, there was a play 
upon the subject in the course of representation, and 
that play, not long before it appeared in print in 1600, 
under the title of " The Weakest goeth to the Wall," 
had received some modernizations and improvements 
which on revival increased its popularity. The names 
of the characters may, or may not, have been continued 
from the older drama, and it seems more likely that 
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Riche changed them in his narrative, which was made 
up from the drama, in order to afford to his work a 
greater appearance of novelty. 

As " The Weakest goeth to the Wall " is now before 
ns, and as it is intimately connected with the ensuing 
reprint, we may subjoin a few specimens from parts that 
more especially illustrate Riche's story of " Sappho, 
Duke of Mantona." The following is from a scene in 
which Emmanuel, Duke of Brabant, having discovered 
the clandestine love of the noble foundling Ferdinando 
for his daughter, accuses him of it. 

EmmanueL Sirrah, come hither. Didst thou never hear 
How first I found thee, being but a chUd, 
Hid in the sedge fast by a river side, 
As it should seem, of purpose to bo lost. 
Being so young, that thou hadst not the sense 
To teU thy name, or of what place thou wast? 

Ferdinando* I have heard your lordship often so report it. 

Emm, Did thy adulterous parents cast thee off. 
As it should seem, ashamed of thy birth. 
And have I made a nursery of my court 
To foster thee, and, grown to what thou art, 
Enrich thee with my favours every where. 
That, from th^ lothsome mud from whence thou camest, 
Thou art so bold, out of thy buzzard*s nest. 
To gaze upon the sun of her perfections? 
Is there no beauty that can please thine eye. 
But the divine and splendent excellence 
Of my beloved, dear Odillia ? 
How dar*st thou but with trembling and with feare 
Looke up toward the heaven of her high grace, 
And even astonished with the admiration, 
Let fall the gawdy plumes of thy proud heart ? 
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Dare any wretch so yile, and so obscure, 
Attempt the honour of so great a princess ? 

Fer, Hear me, my lord ! 

Odillia, Nay, hear me, princely father ! 
For what you speak to him concerns me most. 
Never did he attempt to wrong mine honour, 
Nor did his tongue e'er utter yet one accent, 
But what a virgin's ear might safely hear. 
I never saw him exercise himself. 
In any place where I myself was present. 
But with such graceful modest bashfulness 
As well beseemed both his youth and duty, &c 

They contrive for the time to persuade Emmanuel 
that he is mistaken in his suspicions, but in the end the 
pair make their escape, as narrated in Riche's novel. 
Another point of close resemblance occurs where the 
father of Ferdinando (who is called Lodowick in the 
play and Sappho in the novel), in his extreme poverty, 
undertakes to become sexton of a country church : the 
author of the drama has not thought proper to vary 
from this somewhat degrading incident, which perhaps 
was fixed so fast in the popular recollection, that he 
could not venture to make any change. He intro- 
duces a parish priest, called Sir Nicholas, and the fol- 
lowing is a small part of the dialogue between him and 
the hero. Sir Nicholas says. 

Nor do I know any that lacks a servant, 
But this ; the sexton of our church is dead. 
And we do lack an honest painful man. 
Can make a grave and keep our clock in frame. 
And now and then to toll a passing bell. 
If thou art willing so to be employed, 
I can befriend thee. 
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Lodovnck. Oh ! with all my heart, 
And think me treble happy by the office. 

SirNic. Thy wages is not great, not much above 
Two crowns a quarter, but thy vails will help, &c. 

This occupation is rather unheroical, and many would 
have been better pleased that a disguised duke should 
have spumed the base employment, and preferred starva- 
tion : when Lodowick is afterwards discovered, it re- 
minds one a good deal of the scene in Sheridan's mock 
tragedy, and of the exclamation ** Am I a beefeater 
now?" We may here notice, that a good deal of 
absurd comic business is forced into " The Weakest 
goeth to the Wall " in the person of Barnaby Bunch, 
a botcher, who however is now and then amusing, 
and gives some curious hints illustrative of ancient 
manners : among other things he introduces a shred of 
a parody upon the celebrated ballad of John Dory : — 

John Dory bought him an ambling nag, 

To Paris for to ride-a, 
And happy are they can seeke and find. 

For they are gone to hide-a. 

Such matter as this is used to lighten the serious 
business of the piece, and from the latter portion we 
will make another quotation. Lodowick, being re- 
stored to rank and power by his victorious sword, Em- 
manuel, Duke of Brabant, makes a charge, before him 
and old Epernoune, against Ferdinando for having 
stolen his daughter Odillia : the second line of what 
follows contains one of Shakespeare's words. 

Epernoune. Oh ! wherefore stain you virtue and renown 
With such foul terms of ignomy and shame ? 
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Emmanuel, Virtue, my lords I you gild a rotten stick : 
You spread fair honour's garment on the ground, 
And dignify a lothsome swine with pearl. 
This shadow of a seeming gentleman. 
This gloss of piety, deceives your sight : 
He*s nothing so, nor so, but one, my lords, 
Whom I have fostered in court of alms. 
And to requite my careful indulgence 
Hath, Judas-like, betrayed his master's life, 
And stolen mine only daughter, to allay 
The sensual fire of his enkindled lust ; 
For which let me have justice and the law. 

Lodomck, You shall have justice, though I cannot think 
So fair a shape hath had so foul a forge. 

JEper. Alack the day, misfortune should so soon 
Disturb our friendship was so well begun ! 
Come hither, Ferdinand, and tell me truth. 
If thou be guilty as the duke informs ? 

Ferdinando. I not deny, my lord, but I am married 
Unto Odillia, though unworthy far 
Of such a gracious blessing : yet her love 
Was forward in the choice as well as mine. 

Emm, See, how he goes about to choake the fact 
With love and marriage I No, adulterous swain. 
Your hedge-betrothing covenant shall not serve. 
Where is your sweet companion, where is she ? &c. 

Of course the whole matter is settled, when it is 
discovered before the end of the play (which is not 
divided into acts and scenes) that Ferdinando is no 
other than son to Lodowick : this disclosure does not, 
however, occur until the interest and suspense are 
wound up by the introduction of the headsman, who 
is to execute Ferdinando on the spot, as the law then 
stood, for stealing the daughter of a sovereign prince. 
The play ends with the announcement of the return of 
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the King of France from his pilgrimage to Jerusalem, 
but he has not been heard of during the whole progress 
of the plot. As a whole, " The Weakest goeth to the 
Wall" deserves reprinting, and, although anonymous, 
we hope it will not, at the proper time, escape the 
attention of the Shakespeare Society. 

We have little more to say of the ensuing sheets but 
to warn the reader against the misprints of the original 
edition : some of these we have corrected, because they 
were obvious, while others we have allowed to remain, 
because it may, possibly, be a question whether they do 
not contain the true reading : in such ^ases we have not 
allowed ourselves to take any liberty with the text. On 
page 95 we have two instances of the former kind, where 
in line 20 it is evident from the rhyme that thrall is the 
right word, and not " thrast," as it is absurdly given in 
the copy of 1581 : in the same way, in line 29, charge 
must be right, and not " change," as it is misprinted in 
the old edition. On the other hand, on page 113, 
line 17, we have permitted " stormes and shapes" to 
stand, because it is doubtful whether the author might 
not write it, instead of ^'formes and shapes," which 
seems more to accord with the sense. Other instances 
it is hardly necessary to particularize. 

If Riche translated all these novels, as he professes 
to have done some of them, he here and there took 
some remarkable licenses; in proof it may only be 
necessary to point out the mention of " Scogan's man " 
(alluding to the famous English jester of the reign of 
Henry VIII.), and of the custom of introducing the 
devil into plays in England, both of which occur on 

b 
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page 318: although that may, perhaps, be considered 
the most original part of the volume, it is indisputable 
that the story there told is only a modification of 
Machiavelli*s " Belphegor." The introductory matter 
to the whole is highly amusing and curious, not merely 
where Riche gives an account of the chief dances 
then popular among all classes, but where he speaks 
individually, and by name, of his patron Sir Christopher 
Hatton, and of his style of housekeeping at Holdenby 
in Northamptonshire. These peculiarities give the vo- 
lume an unusual degree of interest. 

Those who wish for a personal account of Barnaby 
Riche, and a notice of his writings, may be referred to 
Mr. P. Cunningham's full and satisfactory Introduction 
to the reprint of our author's " Honesty of this Age" 
for the Percy Society in 1844: we can add nothing 
to it. 
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To the right courteous Gentlewomen, bothe of Englande 

and Irelande, Barnabe Riche wisheth all thynges 

thei should have appertainyng to their 

honour, estimation, and all other 

their honest delightes. 

Grentlewomen, — I am sure there are many (but especially of 
suche as beste knowe me) that wil not a little wonder to see 
8uche alteration in me, that hayyng spent my yonger daies in 
the warres emongest men, and vowed my self onely unto 
Mars, should now, in my riper yeares, desire to live in peace 
emongst women, and to consecrate my self wholy unto Venus. 
But yet the wiser sorte can verie well consider, that the older 
we waxe the riper our witte, and the longer we live, the better 
we can conceive of thynges appertainyng to our owne profites, 
though harebrained youth overhaled me for a tyme, that I 
knewe not bale from bUsse. Yet wisdome now hath warned 
me, that I well knowe cheese from chalke : I see now it is 
lesBe painfoU to foUowe a fiddle in a gentlewoman's chamber, 
then to marche after a drumme in the feeld ; and more sounde 
sleapyng under a silken canapie, cloase by a freend, then under 
a bushe in the open feelde, within a mile of our foe : and 
nothyng so daungerous to be wounded with the luryng looke 
of our beloved mistres, as with the crewell shotte of our hate- 
ftill enemie ; the one possest with a pitifiiU harte, to helpe 
where she hath hurte ; the other with a deadly hate, to kill 
where thei might save. 

Experience now hath taught me, that to bee of Mars his 
crewe, there is nothyng but paine, travaill, tormoill, disquiet, 

b2 
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colde, hunger, thriste, penurie, badde lodging, worse fere, 
unquiet slepe, with a ntimber of other calamities that haps I 
knowe not how. And when a souldier hath thus served in 
many a bloudie broile, a flappe with a foxe taile shall bee his 
beste reward, for I see no better recompence that any of theim 
qan gette. Now contrary to bee of Venus bande,' there is 
pleasure, sporte, joye, solace, mirthe, peace, quiet reste, daintie 
fare, with a thousande other delites, suche as I cannot re- 
hearse ; and a man, havyng served but a reasonable tyme, maie 
Bometymes take a taste at his mistres lippes for his better 
recompence. 

But now (gentlewomen) as I have vowed myself to bee at 
your dispositions, so I knowe not how to frame myself to your 
contentations, when I consider with how many commendable 
qualities he ought to bee endued, that should be welcomed 
into your blessed companies. I finde in my self no one maner 
of exercise, that might give me the least hope to win your good 
likinges. As firste for dauncyng, although I like the mea- 
sures verie well, yet 1 could never treade them aright, nor to 
use measure in any thyng that I went aboute, although I 
desired to performe all thynges by line and by leavell, what so 
ever 1 tooke in hande. Our galliardes are so curious, that 
thei are not for my daunsyng, for thei are so full of trickes 
and toumes, that he whiche hath no more but the plaine sin- 
quepace, is no better accoumpted of then a verie bongler ; and 
for my part thei might assone teache me to make a capri- 
comus, as a capre in the right kinde that it should bee. 

For a jeigge my heeles are too heavie : and these brauleis 
are so busie, that 1 love not to beate my braines about thAn. 

A rounde is too giddie a daunce for my diet ; for let the 
dauncers runne about with as muche speede as thei maie, yet 
are thei never a whit the nier to the ende of their course, 
unlesse with often touming thei hap to catch a fall : and so 
thei ende the daunce with shame, that was begonne but in 
sporte. 



TO MILITARIE PROFESSION, 5 

These hornepipes I have hated from my verie youth 5 
and I knowe there are many other that love them as 
well as I. 

Thus you maie perceive that there is no daunce but either I 
like not of theim, or thei like not of me, so that I can daunce 
neither. There resteth then, if I could plaie of any instru- 
mente, or that I had any sight in songe, whereby I might 
delight your daintie eares (gentlewomen) by sweete plaiyng, or 
fainyng some pretie dities ; but to the firste my fingers 
would never be brought in frame ; for the seconde, my mouthe 
is so unpleasaunt, either to syng or to faigne, as would rather 
breede your loathyng then your liking. 

Why, yet, if I could discourse pleasauntly, to drive away 
the tyme with amourous devises, or that my conceipte would 
serve me, either to propone pretie questions, or to give readie 
aunsweres, with a number of other delightes, too long to be 
rehearsed, there were some comfort that I might bee alowed 
of emongst you. But my capacitie is so grosse, my wittes 
be so blunt, and all my other senses are so dulle, that I am 
sure you would soner condemne me for a dunce, then con- 
firme me for a disciple, fit to whisper at all in a gentle- 
woman's eare. 

But yet, I truste (gentlewomen) when you shall perceive 
the zeale that I beare to my newe profession, although you 
will not presently admit me to the pulpit, yet you will not 
denaie me to be one of your parishe ; where, if it please you 
but to place me in the bodie of the churche, you shall finde 
my devotion as muche as he that kneles next the chauncell 
doore. 

And here (gentlewomen) the better to manifest the farther 
regarde of my duetie, I have presented you with a fewe rough 
heawen histories ; yet, I dare undertake, so warely polished, 
that there is nothing let slipp that might breede offence to 
your modest myndes. 
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I have made bolde to publish theim under your saveoun- 
dites, and I trust it shall nothyng at all offende you. My 
last request is, that at your pleasures you shall peruse theim, 
and with your favours you will defende them 5 whiche if I 
maie perceive, not to bee misliked of emongest you, my en- 
couragement will bee suche, that I trust, within a verie shorte 
space, you shall see me growe from a yong punie to a suf- 
ficient scholar. 

And thus (gentlewomen) wishyng to you dU 

what your selves doe beste like of, 

I humbly take my leave. 

Yours in the waie of honestie, 

Barnabe Bigue. 
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To the noble Souldiers, bothe of Englaade and Irelande, 
Barnabe Biche wisbeth as to hymself. 

There is an old proverbe (noble souldiours), and thus it 
foloweth : " It is better to be happie then wise f* but what it 
is to bee happie how should I discipher, who never in my life 
could yet attaine to any happe at all that was good, and yet 
I have had souldiours lucke and speede as well as the reste of 
my profession. And with wisedome I will not meddle — I 
never came where it grewe; but this I dare boldly affirme 
(and the experience of the present tyme doeth make daiely 
proofe), that wit standes by in a thredbare coate, where folly 
sometyme sittes in a velvet goune ; and how often is it seen 
that vice shall be advaunced, where vertue is little or naught 
at all regarded : small deserte shall highly bee preferred, where 
well doyng shall goe unrewarded, and flatterie shall be wel- 
comed for a guest of greate accompt, where plaine Tom tell 
troth shall be thrust out of doores by the shoulders : and to 
speake a plaine truthe in deede, doe ye not see pipers, pary- 
sites, fidlers, dauncers, plaiers, jesters, and suche others, better 
esteemed and made of, and greater benevolence used towarde 
them, then to any others that indevour themselves to the 
moste commendable qualities. 

Then, seeyng the abuse of this present age is suche, that 
follies are better esteemed then matters of greater waight, I 
have stept on to the stage amongst the reste, contented to 
plaie a part, and have gathered together this small volume of 
histories, all treatyng (sir reverence of you) of love. 

I remember that in my last booke, intituled ^' The AUarum 
to Englande,^^ I promised to take in hande some other thyng, 
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but believe me it was not this that I ment ; for I pretended 
then to have followed on, and where I ended with the decaie 
of marciall discipline, so I ment to have begun againe with 
the disciplines of warre, and with all to haye set forthe the 
orders of sondrie battailles, and the maner of skirmiges, with 
many plattes of fortification ; but especially those of the Lowe 
Countries, as Delfte, Delftes Haven, Boterdame, Leiden, the 
Breylle, bothe the hedde and the toune, Gorcoum, Oouldfluce, 
Maaselandefluce, the Crympe, with diverse others worthie the 
perusyng, for suche as have not seen them ; but I see the 
tyme serves not for any suche thyng to be accoumpted of, and 
therefore to fitte the tyme the better, I have putte forthe 
these lovyng histories, the whiche I did write in Irelande at 
a vacant tyme, before the comyng over of James Fitz Morice : 
and it pleased me the better to doe it, onely to keep myself 
from idelnesse, and yet thei sale it were better to be idle then 
ill occupied. But I truste I shall please gentlewomen, and 
that is all the gaine that I looke for ; and herein I doe but 
folio we the course of the worlde, for many, now*adaies, go^ 
aboute, by as great devise as maie bee, how thei might becomci 
women theimselves. How many gentlemen shall you see at 
this present dale, that I dare undertake, in the wearying of 
their apparell, in the settyng of their ruffes^ and the freselyng 
of their heire, are more new fangeled and foolishe, then any 
curtisan of Venice. 

And I beseeche you (gentlemen) give me leave to tell you 
a tale, that comea even now in my mynde : the matter is not 
worthe the hearyng, but yet very straunge unto me at thQ 
first. 

It was my fortune, at my last beyng at London, to walke 
iihrough the Strande towardes Westminster, where I mett one 
came ridyng towardes me on a footclothe nagge, apparailed 
in a Frenche ruffe, a Frenche cloake, a Frenche hose, and in 
his hande a greate fanne of feathers, bearying them up (verie 
womanly) against the side of his face. And for that I ha^ 
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sever seen any man weare them before that dale, I beganne to 
thinke it impossible that there might a manne bee founde so 
foolishe as to make hym self a scome to the worlde, to weare 
so womanish a toje ; but rather thought it had been some 
shamelesse woman, that had disguised herself like a manne in 
^ur hose, and our cloakes : for our dublettes, gounes, cappes, 
and hattes, thei had got long agoe. 

But by this tyme he was come some thyng nire me, and I 
might see he had a bearde, whereby I was assured that he 
should have been a manne, whereat I beganne to muse with 
myself, whether his simplicitie were more to be pitied, or his 
foUie more to be laughed at ; for in myne opinion, it is as 
fonde a sight to see a manne with suche a bable in his hande, 
as to see a woman ride through the streate with a launce 
in hers. 

And as he passed by me, I sawe three foUowyng that were 
bis menne, and taking the hindermoste by the arme, I asked 
hym what gentlewoman his maister was ? but the fellowe, not 
tmderstandyng my meanyng, told me his master'^a name, and 
so departed. 

I beganne then to muse with myself, to what ende that 
&nne of feathers served, for it could not bee to defende the 
^unne from the bumying of his beautie, for it was in the 
beginnyng of Februarie, when the heate of the sunne maie 
bee verie well indured. 

Now if it were to defende the winde, or the coldnesse of the 
aire, my thinke a Frenche hoode had been a great deale better, 
for that had been both gentlewoman like, and- beying close 
pinde doune aboute his eares, would have kepte his hedde a 
greats deale warmer ; and then, a Frenche hoode on his hedde, 
a Frenche ruffe aboute his necke, a Frenche cloake on his 
backe, and a paire of Frenche hose on his legges had been 
right — a la mode de Fraunce : and this had bin somethyng 
fiutable to his witte. 

But I thinke he did it rather to please gentlewomen, and 
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the better to shewe what honor he bare theim, would weare 
one of the greatest yanities that long to their sexe. And to 
this ende (gentlemen) I have tolde you my tale, that you 
might perceive the sondrie meanes we use, and all to please 
women. I see it is the pathe that all desire to pace, and 
sure I would wishe my frendes to tread the same trace ; for 
what is he that is wise, which desires to be a souldiourt 
Mars, his court, is ftiU of bale, Venus is fulle of blisse. And 
my good componions and fellowe souldiours, if you will foUowe 
myne advise, laie aside your weapons, hang up your armours 
by the walles, and leame an other while (for your better ad* 
vauncementes) to pipe, to feddle, to syng, to daunce, to lye, 
to forge, to flatter, to cary tales, to set ruffe, or to doe any 
thyng that your appetites beste serve unto, and that is better 
fittyng for the tyme. This is the onely meane that is best, 
for a man to bryng himself in credite : otherwise I knowe not 
whiche waies a man might bende hymself, either to gett gaine 
or good report. 

For, first, the militarie profession, by meanes whereof 
menne were advaunced to the greatest renowne, is now become 
of so slender estimation, that there is no accompt neither 
made of it, nor any that shall professe it. 

To become a courtier, there is as little gaines to be gotten ; 
for liberalitie, who was wont to be a principall officer, as well 
in the court as in the country, by whose meanes wel doyng 
could never go unrewarded, is toumed Jacke out to office, 
and others appointed to have the custodie of hym, to hold him 
short, that he range no more abroad, so that no man can 
speake with him; and thei saie the poore gentleman is so 
fleest from tyme to tyme, by those that bee his keepers, that he 
hath nothing to give that is good but it falls to their shares. 

To become a student in the lawe, there are suche a number 
of theim already, that he thinkes it is not possible that one of 
theim should honestly thrive by an other 5 and some will saie, 
that one lawyer, and one goshauke, were enough in one shire* 
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But of my conscience there are more lawyers in some one 
shire in Englande, with attomeis, solicitours, or as thei are 
termed brokers of causes, or pettie foggers, then there are 
goshaukes in all Norwaie. 

To become a marchaunt, traffique is so dead by meanes of 
thes foraine broiles, that unlesse a man would be a theefe to 
his countrey, to steale out prohibited wares, there were small 
gaines to be gotten. 

To become a &rmer, landes be so racked at suche a rate, 
that a manne should but toyle all the dales of his life to paie 
his landlordes rent. 

But what occupation, or handy craft, might a man then fol- 
lowe to make hymself riche, when every science dependes 
upon, new fongled &shions ! for he that to daie is accompted 
for the finest workman, within one moneth some newe foond 
fellowe comes out with some newe found fashion, and . then he 
beares the prise, and the first accoumpted but a bungler ; and 
within an other moneth after, the second shall be served with 
the same sauce, and thus there is no artificer that can hold 
his credite long. 

Suche is the miserable condition of this our present tyme, 
this is the course of the worlde, but especially here in Eng- 
lande, where there is no man thought to be wise but he that 
is wealthy ; where no man is thought to speake a truth but 
suche as can lie, flatter, and dissemble; where there is no 
advise allowed for good, but suche as tendeth more for gaine 
then for glorie ; and what pinchyng for a penie, that should 
be spent in our countries defence ! How prodigall for a pound 
to be spent upon vanities and idle devises ! What small re- 
compence to souldiers, that fighte with foes for their countries 
quiet ! How liberall to lawyers, that sette frendes at defi- 
aunce, and disquiete a whole commonwealthe ! What faun- 
yng uppon hym whom fortune doeth advaunce ! What 
fipounyng on hym whom she hath brought lowe ! What little 
care of the poore, and suche as be in want ! What feastyng 
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of the riche, ^nd suche as be wealthy ! What sumptuous 
houses built by men of meane estate ! What little hospi^ 
talitie kept from high and lowe degree ! 

And here I can not but speake of the bountie of that noble 
gentleman, Sir Christofer Hatton, my verie good maister and 
upholder, who havyng builded a house in Northamptonshire, 
called by the name of Holdenby, whiche house, for the bra- 
verie of the buildynges, for the statelinesse of the chambers, 
for the riche furniture of the lodginges, for the conveighance of 
the offices, and for all other necessaries appertenent to a pallas 
of pleasure, is thought by those that have judgement to be 
incomparable, and to have no fellowe in Englande that is out 
of her Majesties handes : and although this house is not yet 
fiiUy finished, and is but a n ewe erection, yet it differeth forre 
from the workes that are used now adaies in many places-I 
meane where the houses are builte with a greate number cf 
chimneis, and yet the smoke comes forthe but at one onely 
tunnell. This house is not built on that manor, for as it hath 
sundrie chimneis, so thei cast forthe severall smokes; and 
suche worthie porte, and daiely hospitalitie kepte, that al- 
though the owner hymself useth not to come there once in 
twoo yeares, yet I dare undertake there is daiely provision to 
be founde convenient to entertaine any noble manne with his 
whole traine, that should hap to call in of a sodaine. And 
how many gentlemen and straungers that comes but to see the 
house, are there daiely welcomed, feasted, and well lodged !• 
From whence should he come, be he riche, bee he poore, that 
should not there be entertained, if it please hym to call in j 
To bee short, Holdenby giveth daily relief to suche as bee in 
wante for the space of six or seven miles compasse. 

Peradventure those that be envious will thinke this tale 
nothyng appertinent to the matter that I was in hand with all, 
but I trust my offence is the lesse, considering I have spoken 
but a truthe, and doe wishe that every other man were able to 
saie as muche for his maister, and so an ende. 
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And now where I lefte of I was tellyng what pride, what 
coveteousnesse, what whooredome, what glotonie, what blas- 
phemie, what riot, what exc«6se, what dronkennesse, what 
swearyng, what briberie, what extortion, what usurie, what 
oppression, what deceipte, what forgerie, what vice in gene- 
ral!, is daiely entertained and practized in Englande; and 
although it hath pleased God, by wonderfull signes and mira- 
cles, to forewame us of his wrathe, and call us to repentaunce, 
yet you see the worlde runneth forewardes, and keepeth his 
wonted course, without any remorse of conscience, neither 
making signe, nor proffer to amende. But like as we see an 
old sore, beyng once over run, will not be cured with any mo- 
derate medicine, but must be eaten with corosives till it comes 
to the quicke, and like as wee saie, one poison must bee a 
meane to expell an other, so what should wee otherwise 
thinke of our selves, but if wee bee growne to suche extrea- 
mitie, as no gentiU admonition will serve to reclaime us, what 
other thyng should we looke for, but a mischief to be the me- 
dicine ? God will not suffer that vice shall alwais florishe — ^he 
will surely roote it out at the laste ; and how long hath he 
alredy borne with us in our wickednesse I And what refor- 
mation is there had emongst us, unlesse it be to go from evill 
to worse ? But if we did duely consider how mercifiiUy he 
hath still dealt with us, how favourably he hath preserved us, 
and how wonderfully he hath defended us, I thinke we should 
not be (altogether) so unthankeAiU as we shewe our selves to 
bee. For who knoweth not what an eye sore this little ile of 
Eno:lande hath been to the whole worlde, and how Ions: have 
we lived (as it were) in contempt of isuche countries as be our 
nexte neighbours, who still enveighyng our quiet and happie 
government, have practized, by as many devises as thei could, 
to bring us into their owne predicament, had it not been the 
onely providence of God that preserved us \ or what freend- 
-ship might we yet hope to finde at any of their hands, if their 
oportunitie would serve them to be revenged of the dispite, 
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which long agoe thei had conceived against us ! First, the 
Frenche hath ever been our enemies by nature ; the Scottes 
by custome ; the Span jardes for reUgion ; the Duche, although 
we have stoode them in greate steade, and holpe them at 
many a pinche, yet I could buye as much freendshipp as thei 
doe all owe us for a barrell of Englishe beere. If we should 
goe any further, then wee come to the Pope, the Turke, and 
the devill, and what frendship thei beare us, I thinke every 
one can imagine. 

And here we might consider how wonderfiilly God hath 
wrought on our behalfes, and with all humblenesse of harte 
give hym daiely thankes for his benefites bestowed upon us, 
but moste of all, and especially, for our moste gracious and 
soveraigne ladie Queene Elizabeth, who from tyme to tyme he 
hath so mightily preserved to be the verie instrumente of his 
mercie and lovyng kindnesse towardes us, and for whose sake 
(no doubt) he hath forborne us in his displeasure, as many 
tymes he did the children of Israeli, at the request of his 
servaunt Moyses. 

First, how was she assaulted in her sister'^s tyme by those 
ravenyng wolves that daiely Sought her death ; for thei all 
stoode in doubt, that she should bee that Judith which should 
cut of proude Holofemes his hedde. And it pleased God to 
bryng it even so to passe, not onely defendyng her from 
their crueltie and rage, but raised her up (in deede) to the 
utter subversion of those bloudie butchers, and to the greate 
comfort of us d3l that were in bondage, and subject to 
tyrannie. 

Not onely setting* us free from those detestable enormities, 
that so corosived our consciences, but made open waie and 
passage for the worde of God freely to be published (I thinke) 
to our owne destruction, that so unworthely receive it. Uppon 
this, how many mightie enemies protested against her, and 
what ha^rme have any of them been able to doe her ; and how 
many treasons and privie conspiracies (sith that tyme) hath 



TO MILITARIE PROFESSION. 15 

been practised by our peltyng Papistes against her 5 but God 
hath revealed and brought them to light. 

Let us therefore praie unto God, that he would so lengthen 
her daies, that we might still enjoye so gracious a princess 
long to goveme and reigne over us 5 and that from tyme to 
tyme he would so directe her noble counsaall in all their meet- 
ynges and consultations, as maie redounde to his glorie, to the 
benefite of their country, and to their owne immortall &me. 

Let us likewise praie, that God would roote suche covetous 
hartes out of Englande, that for the sparyng of a penie for the 
{>resent tyme care not to let slippe suche matter as maie coste 
many a pounde hereafter this. Now, lastly, and as mariners use 
to syng at the sea^ ^^ God save my mate, and me also ;^^ and 
God sonde all souldiours that hath honestly served their 
country better consideration then of long tyme they have had. 

And thus, noble souldiours and gentlemen all, I have heeld 
you with a long sermon^ neither can I tell how my preachyng 
will bee allowed of. I crave no more, but wishe you all better 
fortune then I knowe the present tyme will afforde you, and 
BO will rest at your disposition. 

Barnabe Biche. 
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To the Readers in general!. 

I assure thee (gentle reader) when I first tooke in hande tdf 
write these discourses, I meante nothyng lesse then to put 
theim in print, but wrote theim at the request of some of my 
dearest frendes, sometymes for their disporte, to serve their 
private use; and now againe, by greate importunitie, I am 
forsed to sende them al to the printer. The histories (altO"- 
gether) are eight in number, whereof the first, the seconde, 
the fift, the seventh and eight, are tales that are but forged 
onely for delight, neither credible to be beleved, nor hurtfull 
to be perused. The third, the fourth, and the sixt, are Italian 
histories, written likewise for pleasure by Maister L. B. 
And here, gentill reader, I must instauntly intreate thee, that 
if thou findest any wordes or tearmes semyng more undecent 
then, peradvehture, thou wilte like of^ thinke that I have set 
them doune as more apropriate to expresse the matter thei 
intreate o^ then either for want of judgement or good manors. 
Trustyng that as I have written them in jest, so thou wilt 
read them but to make thy self merie, I wishe thei might as 
well please thee in the reading, as thei displease me in puttyng 
them forthe. 

I bid thee hartely farewell. 

Barnabe Biche. 
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W. L, Gentleman, in praise of the Auctor. 

Who seekes by ladle Fame to reape renoune, 
Must aske consent of worthie vertue'^s grace : 

To her belonges the staulement of the croune. 
She yeeldes all those their just deserved place, 

As tred her path and runne her royall race : 

Suche riche rewardes to eache she yeeldes cache where, 

As might become this worthie Riche to weare. 

The painAilI man that tiUes his grounde reapes frute ; 

Eache merrit hath his meede, paine hath his hire : 
Deserte requires that fame should not stande mute, 

Where wisedome doeth to vertues waies aspire. 
The hope of gaine doeth set men''s hartes on fire : 

Then yeeld hym thankes, that erst hath undertooke 
For thy delight to penne this little booke. 

Let Momus mates chat on in their dispight, 

Let wranglers wreake and wrest the worst thei maie : 

The wisest sorte will judge and take delight, 

Though janglyng jayes, that knowe not what thei saie, 

Will oftentymes their witlesse wittes bewraie : 

Yet Riche shall reape what he by right hath wonne. 

Deserved praise for that whiche here is doen. 

Finis qj W. I., Gent. 



c 
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Baptiste Starre in praise of the Austhor. 

If due deserte should reape rewarde, 
Or worthie merrit guerdon have, 

Why should not Riche presse forth hym self, 
The lovely laurell croune to crave : 

Whose life in fielde that wonne hym praise, 
He leades at home in Pallas praise. 

Skome not then, Zoylus, his good happe. 
That can his will subdue and tame, 

But trie to treade his path, whereby 
Thou maiest thy life with vertue frame : 

Alowe his paine and penne to wright, 
Who naught pretendes but thy delight. 

Loe ! he who wanted was in fielde, 

To meete his fiirious foe in face, 
Hath scalde Parnassus hill, where he, 

Attends Minerv"* her noble grace : 
And there his penne doth plaie his parte, 

As did els where his shielde and darte. 

Finis qj. B. S. 
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The Printer to the Reader. 

The fragrant Rose can make no choyse, 

Who shall upon hym light ; 
The spraulyng Spider tumes to gaule, 

The Bee to honey right. 

So fares it with this booke, whose leaves 

Are open spred to thee : 
Make choise, good Reader, of the best, 

Sucke honey with the Bee. 

Misconster not eache merrie phraise, 

Deeme not the worst of it, 
Whiche is not pende to doe thee hurte, 

But recreate thy wit. 

And for suche faultes as scaped have 
The presse, ^hereof thers store, 

Reprove the Printer for his haste. 
Blame not the booke therefore. 

But as by mirth "^tis meant to move 

Thy minde to some delifjht. 
Reward his paine with praise, whiche did 

These pleasaunt stories wright. 

FINIS. 



c 2 



SAPPHO DUKE OF M ANTON A. 

THE ARGUMENT OP THE FIRSTE HISTORIE. 

Sappho Duke ofMantona havyng long tyme served Claudim^ the 
Emperour^ by whose magnanimitie and martiall prowest sun- 
drie victories were achived against the Turke, was by false 
imposition banished, hymself Messilina his wife, Aurdanius 

. his Sonne, with Phylene his daughter, in whiche banishment 
thei susteined sundrie conflicteis of Fortune, but in the ende 
restored againe to their former estate and dignitie. 

The one of the greatest vertues, that worldlie men can ex- 
presse in the common behaviour of this life, is neither to waxe 
proude by prosperitie, nor to fall into dispaire by adversitie ; 
for Fortune, havyng a free will to come and goe, when and 
where she listeth, the wise man ought not to be sorie when he 
loseth her, nor to rejoyce when he holdeth her, for that the 
valiant man looseth no reputation when that Fortune faileth 
hym, but is the lesse esteemed of if he want discretion to beare 
her mutabilities, the whiche for the most part is altogether un- 
certain ; now promisyng good, now performyng ill ; now liftyng 
up to the tip of the highest dignitie, now throwyng doune to 
the pit of perpetuall infamie ; now advauncing aloft those that 
be unworthie, now throwing doune the climmers up into ex- 
treame adversitie : suche are the giftes and graces of Fortune, 
to have no better thing more certaine in them, then to be for 
the moste parte in all thynges uncertaine ; as the sequell of this 
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historic shall more better describe, and foUoweth in this 
manor. 

There was sometymes remainyng in the courte of the 
Emperor Clawdius, a noble dake, whose name was Sappho 
Duke of Mantona, who, as well through his owne magnani- 
mitie and valiaunce, as otherwise through his greate policie 
and experience in marciall affaires, had atchived many notable 
victories in the b^alfe of the Emperour againste the Turke, 
whiche made hym bothe famous to the worlde and feared of his 
enemies, but moste entirely beloved of the Emperour Claudius : 
but the warres beyng once finished and broughte to an ende, 
so that the empire remained in tranquilitie and peace, souldiors 
were forgotten, captaines were not cared for; suche as had 
profered them selves to fight for the saftie of their countrey, 
were now shaken of, and suche were preferred in their romes 
as had any facultie in them tendyng to pleasure and delight, 
as dauncers, pipers, fidlers, minstriles, singers, parasites, flat- 
terers, jesters, rimers, tale bearers, newes cariers, love makers, 
suche as can devise to please women with newe fangles, straunge 
fassions, by praisyng of their beauties, when sometymes it is 
scarce worthie, by commendyng of their manifolde vertues^ 
when, God knowes, they have fewe, or none at all. But see, I 
praie you, how farre my wittes beginne to square: I pre- 
tended but to penne certaine pleasaunt discourses for the 
onely pleasure of gentilwomen, and even at the very first entrie 
I am falne from a reasonable tale to a railyng rage, as it may 
seeme. But I praie you, gentilwomen, beare with my weake- 
nesse ; and as the preacher in the pulpit,^ when he m out of his 
texte, will saie for excuse. Good people, though this bee some- 
thyng degressyng from my matter, yet it male very wdll serve 
at this present. Take this, I praie you, for my excuse in like 
case. 

And now to my purpose, where I left of before. This noble 
Duke Sappho had no skill in courting trade : his head, which 
had been accustomed to beare the loftie helme, had now quite 
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forgotten to weare the waveryng plumes, readie to blowe awaie 
with every winde ; his.bodie^ moste ineured to weare a coate 
of Steele, could not be brought in fashion with this queint and 
nice araie ^ his necke he thought more fitly to paise the trustie 
targe, then to bee hanged with gemraes, or chaines of golde ; 
his fingers, commonlie practised to graspe the sworde or launce, 
could not bee brought in frame to strike the virginall or lute J 
his voice served hy m better to cheare his souldiors in the feeld, 
then either to fayne or syng ditties in a ladies chamber ; hii^ 
tongue had more used to speake simplie and plaine, then to 
dissemble with his freend, or to flatter with his foe 5 his legges 
had better skill to marche after dubbe a dubbe a dubbe, then 
to mince it With a minion, tracyng a pavioD, or galliarde uppon 
the rushes. What should I saie, father i this noble duke had 
no manor of skill in carpet trade. But thus it fell out, that 
parasites and flatterers, havynsj once entered credite with the 
Emperour, (as surely it is almoste a common infirmitie, aswell 
emongest princes as other superiour officers, to bee seduced by 
flatterers, pickthankes, and talebearers) this noble Emperour, 
likewise^ by the instigation of suche as were aboute hym, who 
perceivyng the Duke to bee none of their flattryng fratemitie, 
and enveighyng the greate reputation wherein the Emperour 
helde hym, had so incensed the Emperour againste hym, that 
now his likyng was converted into loathyng, imd his greate 
love toumed to a more hate, that in the ende the poore Duke 
was brought to answ^e unto many forged articles surmised 
against hym, who^ neither in consideration of his former service 
dooen for his countrey, neither in respeete of the innocencie of 
his cause, could otherwise bee dispensed withall then to be 
banished into exile, hym self, Messilina his wife, Aurelianus 
his soonne, with Phylene his daughter; and although the 
common sorte of people helde hym in greate honour, and 
muche lamented his case, yet it could not bee holpen, but the 
Emperour^s decree, openly pronounced, must needes isike place. 
I beseche you, gentilwomen, yet to comfort yourselves : I 
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knowe your gentill hartes can not endure to heare of suche 
ungentill partes ; but these are but the frumpes of ordinarie 
Fortune, not private to Duke Sappho alone, but common 
to all menne that bee of the like profession : for what happened 
better to the moste noble captaines of the worlde, or what other 
recompence received either Gsssar, Scipio, Haniball, or many 
other like, who, havyng honoured their countries with sondrie 
triumphes and many notable victories, when the warres were 
ended, and that there was no more neede of theim, finished 
their dales in such pitifull plight, as I will keepe to myself; 
because, right courteous gentilwomen, I rather desire to drawe 
you into delightes, then to droune you in dumphes, by re- 
vealyng of suche unnaturall factes as I knowe your gentle 
natures is not able to digest. 

Thus you have heard how this noble Duke, with his wife 
and children, by sentence from the Emperoure were banished 
from out their native countrey, as also from any other realmes, 
cities, tounes, or territories, beyng within the Emperour's dor 
minions. There resteth now for the Duke to make suche poore 
provision for his furnishing as his habilitie might any waies 
serve hym, the whiche, God knoweth, fell out so meane and 
skante, as it scarcely serveth hym to defraie his charges, to 
Carrie hym from out those places from whence he was pro- 
hibited : and takyng his course towardes the partes of Mace- 
donia, after a long and wearie journey, he arrived at a toune 
called Tariffa, where beyng lodged in a meane and simple house, 
his money now beyng at the laste caste, wherewith to beare his 
charges, his poore wife and children altogether wearied with 
their long and troublesome travaill, and hym self all ashamed 
to bee knowne what he was. Now, it fell out that the hoste of 
the house, many tymes vewyng and castyng his eyes upon the 
Duchesse of Messilina, who, notwithstanding she dissembled 
her estate and degree, contented to leave her honourable dig- 
nitie, and to perticipate suche equall fortune with her housebande 
and children as their hard happes had conducted them unto, 
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yet her beautie (whiche could not bee blemished with meane 
and homely garments) had so entangled her arrant hoste, that he 
could not be merrie when he was out of her sweete sight : and 
now, though he perceived his ghest beganne to waxe slacke in 
his paiement, and not able to disburse for his ordinarie ex- 
pences, yet, for the love he bare to his wife, he was contented 
to chalke up the charges behinde the doore, hopyng in the ende 
to have cleared the scores to his better content, and as tyme 
and convenience might serve him. He spared not to let the 
Duchess understande his greate likyng towardes her, assuryng 
her that the courtesie that he used towardes her housebande 
was onely for her sake, and that if he were assured his good 
will might bee acceptable in her sight, she might assure her 
self of suche a freend of hym, as would be as carefuU of her as 
her housebande to whom she was married. 

This ladie now havyng well pondered the woordes of her 
amourous hoste, who would not thinke but that she was muche 
perplexed in her mynde, that she, who had been borne of 
honourable parentage, espoused to a noble duke, whose dignitie 
in tymes paste surmounted all the rest, whose trainyng up had 
ever been emongst those of the highest degree, and now that 
her honourable estate was not onely eclipsed by crooked des- 
iinie, but also to have her chastitie assailed by suche a simple 
coisterell, whom she durste not so sharpely shake of, as her 
harte would very well have served, for that she knewe the 
Duke her housebande was runne in his debt ; neither could 
she tell by what meanes he was able to discharge it : she was 
therefore constrained, with faire speeches, to shift hym of from 
time to tyme, the whiche the knave perceivyng very well, be- 
ganne to thinke with hym self that it was but her housebandes 
presence that hindered hym of his purpose, and therefore de- 
termined to finde a present remedie* 

And now, commyng to his gheste, beganne to recken with 
hym, and to call hym to accoumpt for the charges wherein he 
was behinde, tellyng hym, that at that verie instaunte he had 
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occasion to occupie money, whiche made hym not onelj to 
Beeke up suche small sommes as were due unto hym, but also 
to trie his freendes otherwise to serve his toume, and that help- 
ing him now at his present neede, he might then begin againe 
a newe score, and would beare with him a muche longer time. 

The poore Duke then, inforced to seeke out an old salve fof 
a new sore, whiche is to praie when he was not able to paie, 
with verie courteous speeches desired his hoste to beare with 
his inabiUtie, assuryng him that when time should serve he 
would so throughlie recompence hym, as he should have cause 
to holde hym well contented. 

But what praiers male prevaile, where pitie is cleane exiled, 
or what gentlenesse is to be looked for, to come from suche an 
ungentle chorle, whose mynde was ouely sette upon rape and 
ravine, who had premeditated before the drifte whiche (as h^ 
presupposed) was now sorted out as he looked for. 

Wherefore, (as it were) halfe in a fiirie, he uttered forthe 
these woordes : My freende, content yourself, and take this 
for a resolute aunswere : the money whiche now resteth in yout 
handes, although I might verie ill forbeare it, as my case 
standeth, yet for that it is not myne ease to runne- into any 
&rther charges, without a better assuraunce then either woorded 
or promises, I ato, notwithstanding, contented to beare with 
you for that whiche is alreadie paste, mynding from this dale 
forwardes to give no further credite : and for that you are alto- 
gether a straunger, unto me unknowne, bothe what you are, 
from whence you come, whether yott wUl, and where I should 
finde you, I purpose, therefore, for my better securitie, and 
the rather to come by that yoii alreadie doe owe me, to keepe 
your wife in paune, whom I knowe is so dearely beloved unto 
you, that for her sake I shall the sooner heare from you 
againe : otherwise I knowe not where to inquire after you, nor 
how to come by that is my due, whiche I am not well able to 
forbeare, neither doe I mynde clearely to lose. 

The poore afflicted Duke, havyng never falne before into 
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cnttbfotes handes, perswaded in deede that the tenour of this 
yarlettes woordes, and the keepyng of his wife tended to no 
other ende but for his better assuraunce to come by his money, 
was constrained to make a vertue of necessitie, and was so 
muche the better pleased, for that his wife might stil remain 
free from £adi;her travaile, and thinkjoig in tyme to settle hym 
self, and to recover his wife and children about hym : with this 
resolution, he began to relate unto his wife with what saluta- 
tions his gentle hoste had greeted hym withall, desiryng her 
to comfort her self for a season, assuryng to doe his best in- 
devour, and to set up his sailes to the prosperous gales of 
Fortune. 

This good ladie, hearyng her housbandes discourse, uncer- 
taine what to doe, wepte bitterly, as well for greef to loose his 
presence, as for that she should bee lefte in the house of the 
arrant knave her hoste ; but like a wise ladie, hearyng the 
alleaged reasons of her lorde and housebande, did thinke it not 
for the beste to encrease his old sorowe with a newe greef, con- 
tented her self utteryng these woordes. 

Deare housebande, knowyng all that you have saied to be 
verie juste and true, I am contented for a certain tyme to force 
my will, in hope that hereafter we maie live together, joying 
ourselves in the compamie of our children : and this I would 
desire you, that so often as you can, by convenience and trustie* 
messengers, to sendo me worde and intelligence of your health 
and estate, because the same should bryng greater eontentatioif 
unto me then the wel&re of myne owne self. 

This saied, she, imbracyng hym verie lovyngly, and he 
kissyng her with great sorowe and greefe, tooke his leave, and 
baddB his ladie and spouse hartely farewell, leavyng with her 
Phylene, her deare daughter. 

Thus hym self with Aurelianus^ his little soonne, departed 
from Taryffa, towardes the famous citie of Cayre, and as thei 
passed through a wildemesse, havyng loste their waie, wan- 
deryng twoo or three dales without any manor of foode, savyng 
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hippes, hawes, and slowes, suche as thei could gather in the 
desert, the poore child beyng over come with faintnesse, not 
longer able to travaile, beganne to complaine to his afflicted 
&ther, desiryng hym to sitte doane to reste hymself a tyme : 
the wofull father, tormented in his mynde to see his poore 
distressed child, satte hym doune under a tree, where, after a 
while, recounting to hym self his sonderie misfortunes, beyng 
oppressed and wearied with travaile, he fell into a sound sleape. 
The childe, after he had a while rested hymself, leavyng his 
father a sleape, beganne to seeke about for somethyng to slake 
his hunger ; and as he was straiyng thus about the woodes, it 
fortuned the Duke of Vasconia, havyng loste his companie in 
the pursute of a stagge where he had been a hunting, and as 
he was crossyng the nexte waie, to goe to the citie of Messyna, 
where he helde his courte, hayyng in his companie but the 
Lorde of Sura, with three or fewer servyng menne, he fortuned 
to espie the child runnyng in the bushes all alone ; and callyng 
the child unto hym, he saied, Alas, my little boye, what 
makest thou in this place I art thou here alone, or how camest 
thou hether ? I praie thee tell me. Forsothe, godfether (^ 
the child) I came hether with my father, who lyes a sleape 
here by, and I was seekyng somethyng to eate ; for, by my 
troth, I am so a hongered, that 1 could eate worse meate then 
a peece of a rested pigge, and that with all my harte. 

The Duke greately pleasuryng to heare the pretie aunswere 
of the childe, replied in this wise : How saiest thou, my little 
knave, wilt thou bee my boye, and dwell with me ? and I will 
give thee good meate thy beallie ftiU. How saiest thou i wilt 
thou goe with me ? 

Yea, forsoothe, godfather (q^ the childe) on that condition 
you will give me roste meate enough, I will goe with you ; for 
I thinke I did not eate my beallie full of roste meate this 
moneth and more. 

The Duke then commaunded one of his menne to t^ke up 
the child, whom he carried awaie with hym 5 and now per- 
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ceivyng it to be bothe well favoured, quicke witted, and very 
apt to learnyng, he brought it up at schoole, where he proved 
not onely wise and learned, but also in many other exercises 
convenient and fitte for gentlemen, he commonly excelled every 
other man : and thus leavyng hy m at schoole, I will convert my 
tale to his wofuU father, who, when he was awaked, and missed 
his pretie soonne, began to prie aboute in every bushe, sekyng, 
and callyng, What, Aurelianus ! Aurelianus ! where bee you, 
Aurelianus i But in the ende, when he could no where finde 
hym, thinkyng assoredly that he had been devoured by some 
wilde beaste, beganne with pitifiiU exclamation to crie out : O, 
Fortune, Fortune ! more then fickle, who in a moment hoiste 
a man up to the highest degree, and by and by, in lesse 
space then in the twincklyng of an eye, she throweth hym 
doune againe so lowe, as more miserie is prepared for him in 
one daie, then she advaunced hym in an hundred yeres, whiche 
I now prove, and have experience in myself, and so muche the 
more the greater is my greef, who have been nourished deli- 
cately emongest my freendes, maintained still in moste pro- 
sperous estate, hopyng for the full perfection of my felicities, 
by marriyng a noble dame, with whom I pretended to spende 
the residue of my life, accordyng to the scope and lotte ap- 
pointed by the Almightie God 5 but now, beholde, all my enter- 
prises bee quite pluckte backe, and my purposes tourned cleane 
topse-torve, in suche wise, that from honourable estate I am 
driven to wander like a vacabonde, driven from poste to piller, 
from countrie to countrie, from region to region, to sequestrate 
my self from emongest my freendes, without any assured place 
where to make my abode. Oh, froward fate ! how canst thou 
bee so hard harted, and void of pitie, still to prosecute thy 
cruell pursute? first to deprive me of my honourable dig- 
nities 5 then to banishe me from emongest my lovyng freendes ; 
thirdlie, to separate me from Messilina, my well beloved wife, 
more deare unto me then the balles of my unhappie eyes ; and 
not yet contented, but now to bereve me of my sweete infant, 
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myonely hope of comforte in my olde age ! 0, Death ! Death ! 
the ende of all sorrowes, and the beginner of felicities, now 
make sharpe thy darte, and giro no longer delaye of life ; dis- 
patcher dispatche at once the moste infortunate manne that 
lives this daie on yearth ; for what availes my life, if in the 
gulfe of sorow and greef I drounde the pleasures of the same ! 
But, ah ! I see right well thou preservest the same, of purpose 
but to delight in my greeves, and to triumphe over my adver- 
sities. And here withali the brinishe teares so streamed 
doune bis cheekes, that he was not farther able to speake one 
woorde, but runnyng up and doune the woodes, sighyng and 
sobbyng, in greate anguishe of mynde, and his bodie muche 
infeebled for want of Ibode and sustenaunce, he fortuned to 
meete certaine labouryng menne, that dwelte in a poore village 
not farre from the place, who peroeivyng by his geasture that 
he was passionated in his thoughtes, thei beganne, with suehe 
curtesie as thei had learned in the countrie, to demaunde the 
occasion of his greef. 

But he, knowing verie well how farre thei were unable to 
minister releef to the leaste of his afflictions, could render no 
other aunswere then piteous sighes and subbes ; but the poore 
pesauntes, when thei had better beheld the talnesse of his sta- 
ture, the seemelinesse of his countenaunce, and the comelinesse 
of his personage, were greatelie mooved with compassion to- 
wardes hym, and with suche badde eloquence as their skill 
would permit, beganne to perswade hym to walke with them 
to their cabbins, where he might refreshe hymself with suche 
homely junckettes as was provided for their owne suppers. 
The Duke, contented to yeeld to their requestes, walked along 
with them, where he remained all the night, verie pensive and 
heavie in his harte, and beganne to thinke with hymself that 
there was no more hope left for him to heare of his sonne, and 
therefore beganne to imagine how he might render some 
releef to his poore wife and daughter, whom he had left as you 
before have heard. 
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Now, there was dwellyng harde by the plaee, a nobleman 
that was lorde of the village, who, havyng intelligence of this 
distressed straunger, caused hym to be sente for ; before whom 
when the Duke was presented, after many questions debated 
betweene them, the noble manne demaunded of the Duke what < 
countrey manne he was, and how he had been trained up, and 
then if he could bee contented to plaie the servyngman, and 
would bee careftiU and diligent in his maister'^s affaires, that 
then he would bee contented to receive hym into his service, 
and would rewarde hym accordyngly as he was able to deserve. 

The Duke, all ashamed to bee knowne what he was, reve- 
rently made aunswere that he was borne in the countrey of 
Achaia, and that he had been trained up in service with son- 
derie noble menne, and would bee very well contented to doe 
his best indevour to serve him with the beste service he could 
doe. 

Thus the poore Duke became a servyng man, whom we will 
leave with his maister, and retume to his wife, who was lefte 
in huGSters handelyng, (as you have heard) remained in the 
house with this verlette, who soughte by sondrie assaies to 
satisfie his villanous luste ; and like an experte souldier, when 
he commeth to beseege a holde, first sendeth his herauldes to 
summon the forte, proferyng many large conditions, if thei will 
quietly surrender, but if defiaunce be made, then presently he 
placeth his batterie, thunderyng forthe his canon shot against 
the walles, whiche if thei bee so well rampered, that there will 
no breache bee made, yet he ceaseth not with giftes and bribes 
to corrupte the warders, not caryng how he conquereth, so he 
maie have the spoyle. 

This vilaine, in likewise, sought first with piteous sighes, 
whiche, saust with sugred woordes, did serve in steede of 
harauldes to perswade her to yeeld up the keyes of the for- 
U'esse, that with peaceable entrie he might take possession at 
his pl^usure ; but beeyng by her repulsed, and the flagge of 
defiaunce disjdaied upon the bulworke, then with thunderyng 
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threates he thinketh to make his batterie, proferyng to caste 
her into prison for the debt whiche was owyng hym for her 
housbande and her self. Other whiles againe he would tempte 
her, and trie her with giftes, thinkyng that for the necessitie 
she was driven into, she would have made sale of that whiche 
she preferred before her owne life. 

This noble dame, perceivyng her self so hardly beset on 
every side, fearyng in the ende the verlet should woorke her 
some greater despight, so enforced her self, with Phylene her 
little daughter, to fall to worke, that with weavyng and 
knittyng of laces, and otherwise with their needles, thei had 
gained so muche money as she was able to set her self free 
from out a knave'^s debt. And thinkyng with her self that her 
housebande had remained about the citie of Gayre, to the 
whiche he purposed to journey when he departed from her, she 
determined with all convenient speede to repaire thether, as 
well to comforte herself with the companie of her lorde and 
housebande, as otherwise with her yeamynges to helpe to re- 
leve hym : but for that she had understandyng that the pas- 
sage by lande was not onely troublesome, but also very incon- 
venient for her to travaile, by reason it laie through wooddes 
and desertes, she gate inteligence of a small barke that was 
bound thether by sea, whiche onely staied but for a winde to 
serve her .tume. Here upon she discharged her self from the 
towne of Taryffa, and when wether served, agreyng with the 
maister for her passage, her self with her daughter repaired 
aborde the barke, whiche beyng put to sea, was forced, by the 
extremitie of a contrary winde, to put themselves romer for the 
safetie of their lives, to a cleane contrary place. And where 
thei ment to have sailed to the citie of Oayre, thei were now 
arived at the citie of Cherona, where the ladie commyng a 
shore, she joyed nothyng so muche in the narrowe escape she 
had made with life, by reason of the tempest, as she sorrowed 
for beyng so feirre driven from her housbande, whose fellowship 
she more desired then either wealthe or worldly treasure. But 
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for afsmuche as both herself and her daughter were very evill at 
ease, and greatly infeebeled with sicknesse at the sea, and bad 
lying in the shippe, she determined to make her abode still at 
Cherona, till she might convaie letters to Taryffa, that should 
certifie her housbande of all that had happened. 

In the meane tyme, her housbande havyng received some 
small benevolence of his lorde and maister, who had conceived 
some good likyng of hym, by reason of the skill that he had 
in the ridyng of horse, very desirouse to render his wife some 
portion of his good fortunes, who had bin so long tyme par- 
taker of his evill happes, cravyng leave of his lorde for a tyme, 
came to Taryffa, where, when he missed his wife, whose letters 
were not yet come from Cherona, and therefore could get no 
inteligence, but that she was gone to Cayre of purpose to seeke 
hym, in a greate perplexitie he travelled towardes Cayre, 
where, raakyng greate inquirie, could learne nothyng of her : 
from thence he posted from place to place, from citie to citie, 
from towne to towne, but beyng never the neare his purpose, 
he then began to double his dolours, and with bitter wordes to 
curse the celestiall signes and planets, which raigned at the daie 
of his nativitie and howre of his birthe, contented to yeeld 
hym self a captive to mishappe, and to surrender hym self a 
subjecte to Fortune'*s froward frumpes. Beyng thus turmoyled 
with greate anguishe of mynde, wanderyng to and fro, he was 
brought so low and bare, that he was readie to begge an almes 
from doore to doore 5 and commyng to a poore countrey vil- 
lage, his penurie was suche, that he was glad to become a ser- 
vaunt to hym that was the fiexten of the parishe ; whom he 
had not served long, but the old sexten his maister died, and 
for that he had now learned to ryng belles, and had some cun- 
nyng in the keepyng of a clocke, the parishioners were con- 
tented to place hym in his maister^s rome. The Duke, thinkyng 
hymself more then thrise happie to gett so greate preferment, 
thanked ladie Fortune, that had so freendly dealt with hym, 
resolvyng hymself to continue the office while he lived ; but 

D 
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Fortune, findyng hym so thankfull for a little, dealte more 
freendly with hym, as after yoa shall hes^re. 

But I will firste declare how it happened with his sonne 
Aurelianus, who was taken up in the woodes by the Duke of 
Vasconya, as before you have heard. 

But here I muste firste remember you, that the Duke 
chaunged his name from Aurelianus to Silvanus, whiche name 
he gave hym of purpose, for that he was found in the woodes. 

Silvanus now, havyng been trained up at schoole, was come 
to mannes estate ; and besides that he had the knowledge of 
good letters, he was comely in his personage, and of verie good 
proportion, and in all manor of activities appertainyng to a 
gentilman, he exceeded every other that was in the courte : be- 
sides in his demeanours he was so courteous and gentill, that 
he gained the good will and likyng bothe of one and other, but 
especially of the Duke hymself, who alowed hym suche large 
expenses, whereby to maintaine hym self as brave as the 
beste. 

Now, this noble Duke havyng no other children but one 
onely daughter, whose name was Valerya, in whom it seemed 
that bothe vertue and beautie had held some greate contention 
who should beare awaie the prise ; for although that in beautie 
and good grace she exceeded every other dame, yet her vertues 
and good conditions surmounted more her beautie, then the 
finest golde surmounteth leade or drosse. 

The ladie now havyng heard greate reporte of the noblenesse 
of Silvanus, who was suspected to bee but some popre mannes 
soonne, by reason he was foundei in the woodes, beganne yet to 
beare hym very good countenaunce, whiche at the first pro- 
xjeeded but of the noble nature, whiche ever was accustomed to 
bee favourable to suche in whom was founde any worthie de- 
sarte : but, as the fishe whiche by little and little sucketh upon 
the baite, till at the length she swalloweth doune the hooke, 
whereby she hangeth faste, not able to free her self, so this 
Ladie Valerya, contemplating herself many tymes to beholde 
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that yong gentleman, Silvanus, was so farre intangeled with 
his sweete and pleasaunt countenaunce, that now, perforce her 
will, she was constrained to yeelde to love ; and feelyng her 
self insnared, and bereved of former freedome, beyng by her 
self alone, she began to complaine as foUoweth : 

Aks { (saieth she) is it possible that now force perforce my 
mynde should bee so altered, that, straiyng from the boundes 
and limites of vowed chastitie, I should now become amourous, 
and subject to a certaine unacquainted luste ! From whence 
eommeth this alteration ! or how happeneth this unaccustomed 
hewe ! Ah, Love, Love ! how haste thou tormented me, and 
taken awaie the healthe and soundnesse of my mynde ! It be- 
hoveth me to shewe myself as issued forthe of the noble house 
of Yasconya ; and with the greater care I ought to take heede 
how I d^eneratie from the noble Mood whereof I am descended, 
rather then to sette my mynde on a foundlyng unknowen, unto 
whom, peradventure, if I discover my fondnesse, will not let to 
mocke me for my labour, and for all the beautie or noblenesse 
of my birthe, will make me his jestyng stocke, and solace hym 
self with the fondnesse of my conceiptes. But stale, staie, un- 
happie tongue, that thundereth forthe suche hatefull woordes 
against my beloved Silvanus. Oh, thrise accursed wenche, 
that can so ungently conceive against hym, that in all his 
demeanours doeth shewe hym self as noble as the beste ! but 
of what metall are either monarche, kyng, or keiser, framed of, 
otherwise then of naturall and common yearth, wherof other 
menne doe come i or what maketh these differences, whiche 
by sottish opinion we conceive, either of gentle or ungentle, 
otherwise then the shewe of vertue and good conditions I Then, 
the partie whom I love is both vertuous, valiant, sage of good 
grace, learned, and wise. Yaunte thee, then, Yaleria, that 
thou likest no inferiour fondlyng, unworthie of thy love, but »a 
worthie gentilman, indued with noble qualities, in whom bothe 
heaven and nature have forgotten nothyug to make hym 
equall to them that marche in formoste ranke. It is Silvanus 

d2 
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whom I love, and of him I pretende to make a lawftill hous- 
hande, for otherwise I detest to leade the filthie life of lawlesse 
luste 5 but thus, the bonde of mariage beeing made, I maie love 
and live without offence of conscience ; neither shall I doe any 
blotte or blemishe to the greatnesse of my house. But if any 
be so scrupulous as to thinke by marrying of hym I should 
derainishe myne honour, it is the thing that I doe leaste 
esteeme ; for what is honour worthe, where the mynde is voide 
of contentation ? and where the harte is bereved of his cheefest 
desire, the bodie remaineth restlesse, and the mynde is never 
in quiet. Silvanus, therefore, shalbe my loyall housbande, 
meanyng thereby neither to offende God nor man. 

And now from hence forwardes she devised with her self 
how to make her love knowne to Silvanus, not sparyng, when 
she was out of his presence, before all men to praise his greate 
perfections wherewith he was enriched ; and in his owne pre- 
sence she used suche lovyng countenaunce towardes hym, that 
although Silvanus were but yong, and had never been trained 
up in the schoole of love, yet he perceived verie well that those 
frendly glances were lent hym of good likyng, and those lovyng 
countenances were grounded of good will : and albeit he sawe 
the inequalitie and diflFerence betweene them both, she beeyng 
sorted out of royall race, and hym self altogether ignorant of 
his owne estate and from whence he was sprong, yet beyng 
now ledde by love, whose lawes have no respecte either to 
estate or dignitie, he determined to foUowe his fortune and to 
serve her, whiche so lovyngly shewed her self to requite hym 
with the like. And the more he called to mynde the divine 
beautie of his ladie, her graces, wisedome, behaviour, and cur- 
tesie, so muche the more increased his desire, fortifying him 
self against all mishappes and perilles that might succede, and 
began to debate with hym self-in this manner. 

How is it possible that I should be so foolishe to despise a 
dutie so rare and preciouse, and to set light by that whiche the 
noblest would pursue with all reverence and indevour ? I am 
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not the first that hath ohtained the love of a ladie : no, no, I 
see she loveth me, and shall not I requite it by yeeldyng love 
againe ? if I were so voide of humanitie and good nature, 
be3ides I might woorke myne owne overthrowe, in seemyng to 
dispise so noble a ladie, so the goddes would not let to minister 
revenge as thei did upon Narcissus. But ah, silly wretche 
that I am ! what folly is this that I have now premeditated 
with the perill of myne honour, and the hazarde of my life ? 
see, see, how farre my affections begin to straie, through the 
hot assaultes of foolishe fantasie, inraged with an appetite 
risyng on vaine hope ! what madnesse on me to thinke that 
Valerya will so muche forget the greatnesse of her house, or 
yet imbase her self in respect of me, poore silly soule ! but 
what if she would be contented, either in respecte of mariage, 
or otherwise in respecte of good will, to surrender herself to 
satisfie my request, I, muche were I the neare my purpose ? 
alas ! nothyng at all : the first, I knowe, should be denaide me 
by the Duke, her father, and as for any other curtesie, although 
I knowe it bee farre from her thought, yet surely myne owne 
conscience would not suffer me to proffer so greate villanie to 
so noble a ladie, neither the reverence and duetie whiche I owe 
to her father would permitte me to requite his gentilnesse to- 
wardes me with so greate an injurie. Cease, therefore, Sil- 
vanus 5 subdue thy sensualitie, that, by vanquishyng thy self, 
thou maist set open the gate to fame, who with her trompe of 
everlastyng glorie, she maie advaunce thee renowned to all 
posteritie. But, alas ! shall I then give over to love my Ladie 
Valerya ? reason willes me so to doe, but love hath so blinded 
all my sences, that reason giveth no maner of light : what 
helpe have I then hereafter to hope for ? alas ! I knowonoono, 
and therefore be content. Herewithall he staied his travails, 
resolvyng with hym self to conquere his affections ; and beeyng 
in his chamber takyng pen and ynck, he sate hym dounCj, and 
wrote these verses followyng. 
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No shame, I trust, to cease from former iU, 
Nor to revert the lendnesse of the mynde ; 

Whiche hath bm trainde, and so misled by will. 
To breake the bonndes, whiche reason had assyngde. 

I now forsake the former tyme I spent, 
And sorry am, for that I was miswent. 

But blynde forecast was he that made me swanre. 

Affection fond, was Inrer of my Inst : 
My &ncie fixte, desire did make me serve, 

Vaine hope was he that trained all my trost. 
Good liking then so daseled had my sight. 

And dimnde myne eyes, that reason gave no light. 

0, sngred swete, that trainde me to this trap ! 

I sawe the baite, where hooke laie hidden &8t : 
I well perceivde the drift of my mishap ; 

I knewe the bit woulde breede my bane at last. 
But what for this, for sweete I swallowed all. 

Whose taste I finde more bitter now then gall. 

But loe ! the fruites that grewe by fonde desire. 

I seeke to shunne, that pleased best my mynde ; 
I sterve for colde, yet faine would quenche the fire. 

And glad to loose, that &inest I would finde. 
In one self thyng I finde both baall and blisse : 

But this is straunge, I like no life but this. 

When he had thus penned these verses, he committed them 
to memorie; and the next dale, beyng in tHe companie of cer- 
taine gentlemen and gentlewomen in the court, taking a lute, 
whereon he could plaie very well, and havyng likewise good 
knowledge in his song, and therwithall a very pleasaunt voyce, 
be began to sing this dittie before mentioned, in the middest 
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whereof came in the yong Ladie Valerya, wherewith Silvanas 
staied his song : but she, joynyng her sielf to the companie, 
seyng the sainct that secretly shrined in her thought, she had 
vowed her greatest devotion unto, desired Silvanus at her 
request to begin his song againe. Silvanus, makyng the matter 
nothyng nyce, was pleased very well to satisfie her request, 
and takyng the lute began tis song, to the whiche the ladie 
gave intentive eare from the beginnyng to the ending ; and per- 
ceiving the song to be made in some extreame passion forced 
by love, she demaunded of Silvanus, who had penned those 
verses? who aunswered, thei were of his owne pennyng, and so 
lately doen that he could not forget theim. The ladie then, 
thinkyng Silvanus to be in love with some other gentlewoman, 
departed very speedily, as though some sodaine motion had 
happened to her mynde, and commyng to her chamber, shut- 
tyng fast the doore, she began to sale as foUoweth. 

How muche am I unfortunate above all other women ! that 
beyng a ladie of suche bloud as I am, and yet am happened 
into so straunge a miserie, that in maner with myne owne 
mouth I have made request to him, whiche rather with all 
humilitie ought to prefer me his service, and yet am scome- 
fuUy rejected, and an other like to catche the birdes, whilest I 
doe but beate the bushe. Oh, Silvanus, Silvanus ! deemest 
thou me no better worthe then so lightly to rejecte my prof- 
fered love ! and shall an other, that is muche lesse worthier 
beare awaie the sweete fruite of my desired hope, and shall 
possesse without deserte the glorie due to a firme and faithAiU 
frende t No, no, I can not thinke thee so ingrate, and my 
harte foretelleth me that it is impossible my Silvanus should 
wander so ferre from equitie, but that he is able to disceme of 
colours, and will not requite me with wrong for right. I am 
sure not to be deceived in my love — I knowe he loveth me, 
but that he dareth not to disclose the same, fearyng I should 
reftise hym, and cast hym of with shame : I will not let, ther- 
fore, with myne owne mouth to bewraie the same unto hym,^ 
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and to manifest my good will, wherby my.chast and honest 
amitie once knowne unto hym, vertue herself maie knitte the 
knotte betweene us, whiche can not chose but bryng forthe the 
fruites of trae and perfect freendship. 

And shall I then, beeyng a ladie of snche degree, bee con- 
strained to sew, where erery other woman of the meanest 
reputation bee ordinarily required, and that with the importu- 
nate instance of their suters i I shall then be noted of bold- 
nesse, and bee thought to straie too farre from the limites and 
boundes of modestie, and to make a greater show of lightnesse, 
then is properly looked for in us that be of the feminine gender. 
But what strictnesse is this prescribed to our sexe, that we 
should bee bereved of our libertie, and so absolutely condemned 
of lightnesse in seeking to satisfie our lawftill and honest de- 
sires i with what trampe bee wee tempered withall more then 
menne, whereby wee should bee able to withstande the forces 
of the fleshe, or of power to resiste the concupiscences whiche 
Nature it self hath assigned ? Wee bee tearmed to bee the 
weaker vesselles, and yet thei would have us more puissaunte 
then either Samson or Hercules : if manne and woman bee 
made of one mettall, it must needes foUowe by consequence 
wee be subject to like infim>itie : from whence commeth, then, 
this freedome, that menne maie aske what thei desire of us, 
bee it never so leude, and wee maie not crave any thing of 
them that tendeth to good and honest pretence i It is termed 
to bee but a mannes parte that seeketh our dishonour, by leude 
and lawlesse luste ; but to a woman it is imputed for light- 
nesse to firme her lawfull likyng with pure and loyall love : if 
menne will have preheminence to dooe evill, why should wee 
bee reproved for doyng well? 

Whereuppon stande I then amazed with these fonde opi- 
nions ? my love is not unlawfiiU, neither before God nor man. 
I love Silvanus, whom I will take for my housbande, for other- 
wise to love hym my harte dooeth not intende : therefore, 
without any farther respite or delaye, I will make my love 
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knowne unto hym, and the bande of manage once confirmed 
betweene us, shall cover the fault whiche menne would deme. 
Neither shall my mynde be altered, either by the- sugred per- 
swasion of freendes, neither terrified with any threates that 
maie bee thundered forthe by parentes blusteryng wrathe. I 
am not so ferre overwhelmed with pride, that, in respecte for 
the greatnesse of my parentage, I should despise a gentleman 
indued more with vertue then with riches. Though there bee 
some that bee of this condition, that thei will soner preferre 
the greatnesse of birthe then the greatnesse of vertue, the 
aboundance of wealthe then the aboundance of witte, the 
perfection of beautie then the perfection of the minde; but I 
am out of the nomber of those women whiche care more to 
have their housbandes purses well lined with money, whereby 
thei maie bee maintained in their braverie, or sometymes fixe 
their fancie upon some yong man, that is of goodlie personage, 
although voide of vertue, qualitie, and good conditions, that 
ought to garnishe a gentleman, and doeth more beautifie and 
enriche hym then either the bare shewe of beautie, or any 
other giftes of fortune : but I cannot emploie my love uppon 
transitorie treasure, when the riches of the mynde is cleaue 
taken awaie. No, no ; it shall better content me to see a 
meane gentleman beloved and praised of every one for his ver- 
tues, then to marie a miser possessed with all the goodes of 
the worlde, hated and ill spoken of for his vices. Feare not, 
then, Valeria, to followe thy determination, and to put in 
proofe what thou hast pretended. 

Herewithall staiyng herself, she beganne to practise the 
meane, in what manner she might bewraie her love to Silvanus, 
seekyng for occasion and tyme meete for her purpose ; and 
although there remained in her a certaine naturall shamefast- 
nesse, wherwith maidens are commonlie accompanied, which 
for a tyme did close her mouthe, and made her to deferre the 
tyme of her desolved mynde, yet, in the ende, throughlie per- 
swaded in her intent, she sent one of her maidens, willyng Sil- 



42 RICHE HIS FAREWELL 

vanas to come and speake with her aboute certame affaires that 
she had to imploye hym. The maide having finished her 
message, there could nerer more joyiiiU newes happen to Sil* 
vanus 5 who eutryng the chamber of Valeria with tremblyng 
harte, after he had dooen his reverence, with greate feare and 
bashefulnesse, saied. For that I understande your Ladiship 
hath to employe me aboute certaine affiftires, I shall thinke 
my self the moste happiest man in the worlde, if my travaile 
and diligence might any waies dooe you service, bee it that 
therein I should offer or sacrifice myne honour or life, cravyng 
no greater benefite for the satisfaction of all my contentations 
received in this world, then to serve, obeye, and honour you, so 
long as my life doeth laste. 

The ladie nowe, all ravished with joye and contentation, 
perceivyng by his chaunge of ^colour the feult proceaded of ve- 
hemente love, takyng hym aside into a windowe. Love had so 
closed up her mouthe, that she knewe not how to beginne her 
tale; her mynde was so troubled, her wittes so farre out of 
course, that her tongue failed' to dooe his office in suche wise 
that she was not able to speake one onely woorde. 

He likewise, perplexed with the like fever, was now astonied 
to see the alteration of his ladie. 

Thus these two lovers, like twoo sencelesse images, stoode 
still, beholdyng eche other, without any maner of moovyng. 
In the ende, the ladie takyng courage in her self, with a trem- 
blyng voyce, joyned with a maidenlike shamefastnesse, began 
to saie as foUoweth. 

Beyng assured (my Silvanus) of your discretion and wise- 
dome, whiche Nature hath not onely indued you withall, but 
art hath also accomplished what nature beganne to wporke, I wil 
therefore make no doubte at all to lette you knowe the hidden 
secretes of my harte ; neither will I goe aboute with circum- 
staunce to colour my woordes, but beyng well perswaded that 
when you shall bothe heare and savour my speeches, and 
therewithall sounde the deapth of my devises, you will easily 
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conjecture that my enterprises be nane other then juste, and 
that my alledged reasons are grounded of good pretence. I 
thinke, sithence your arivall here in the court of the Duke my 
father, you have not seene me in any behaviour otherwise then 
vertue doeth permitte, nor in any my demeanours exceadyng 
the boundes of modestie^ otherwise then becommeth a maiden 
of my callyngj beyng descended of so worthie a stocke ; but if 
this be a faulte, that beyng provoked by the purenesse of my 
harte and fidelitie of my good will, who to keepe the same in- 
violable doe voluntarilie offer my self to the honest disposition 
of your judgemente, as it shall please you to conceive of me, 
I have then committed a &ulte in likyng you too well, but I 
trust nothyng at all offeaded God, who knoweth the inno- 
cencie of my crime. 

Thinke not, Silvanus, that I am the freend of Fortune, and 
practise pleasure alone without vertue ; for it is modestie that 
commaundeth me, and honestie is the guide of my conceiptes, 
swearyng and protestyng by the Almightie God, that never 
manne shall touche Valerya, excepte it bee in mariage ; and 
he that otherwise would assaile me, I have a harte that shall 
encourage my handes to sacrifice my life. And now, Silvanus, 
if you will not thinke me more prodigall of my present then 
year &ncie will serve you to take in goode parte, beholde, it is 
you that I have chosen for my spouse and loyall housbande. 
And although I had determined to dissemble that whiche now 
I have laied open unto you, yet reposyng myself in your vertue 
and honestie, I truste I shall not have cause to repent me for 
anythyng that I have either saied or doen. 

Silvanus, whiche all this while hearyng this heavenly bar- 
monie, with full assuraunce of that he moste wished for, albeeit 
he sawe no possibilitie how to [bring to] passe this desired 
mariage, yet determined not to refuse so greate a preferment, 
beyng so francke and liberally offered, aunswered in this manor. 

I knowe not, madame, with what humilitie and reverence I 
might receive and accept this your greate bountie and noble- 



44 RICHE HIS FAREWELL 

nesse, so graciouslie offered anto me : I dooe ikcknowledge my 
condition and state too base, and that my love maie bee thought 
to presume too farre beyonde the boundes of order, consideryng 
that my ignobilitie and birthe are no meete matches for suche 
a peerelesse princes 5 yet this I dare boldlie affirme, that if 
love and entire affection borne to your ladiship might serve to 
countervail! that defect, whiche by place of birth the destinies 
have denaied me, I dare undertake I should as well deserve to 
bee received, as he that is lineallie descended from the greatest 
monarchic of the worlde. The which love, if till this tyrae I 
have delaied to open, I beseeche you, madame, to impute it to 
the greatnesse of your estate, and to the duetie of my callyng ; 
but now, for as muche as by your own motion, grace, courtesies 
and greate liberalitie, the same is preferred, and that of your 
owne bountie, it pleaseth you to accept me for yours, I 
humblie beseche you not to dispose of me as of a housebande, 
but as of one whiche bothe is and shall bee your servaunt for 
ever. Thus saied, he takyng her by the hand, kissed it with 
greate devotion, his tongue and wittes were so rapt and tied, 
as the ladie perfectly perceived this alteration, and seeyng it to 
proceade of love, replied in this manor. 

Then, my Silvanus, there nedeth at this present no farther 
circumstaunce. But for that I am well assured there are some 
that will bee offended with my choice, but especiallie the Duke 
my father, who will conceive some greate displeasure against 
me, there resteth then that this our contracte bee kept verie 
secret, until it please God to appoint the tyme that the rest of 
our determinations maie without daunger be consummate and 
accomplished. In tho meane tyme, trusting that your desire 
is godlie, and that the freendship you pretende to beare me is 
founded upon vertue, and to be concluded by mariage, receive 
me for your spouse and lawfuU wife : you shall have suche 
part in me, as without any regard to the obedience and duetie 
that I owe to my parentes, I am yours, beeyng readie and dis- 
poned to oboye you, so farre as my honour maie permit me. 
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These twoo lovers, now grounding themselves the one in the 
others fidelitie, could not so cunnyngly disemble and cloke 
their affections, but that it was easily perceived by their secret 
glaunces and countenaunces conveighed from the one to the 
other (and as wee have a proverbe— it is ill haultyng before a 
creeple) so there were many about the court that were so 
well studied in the schoole of Love, that thei were able to have 
commenced maisters of arte, and could easily conjecture from 
whence those rowlyng lookes did proceade ; that beeyng now 
assured of that whiche before was but suspected, the brute was 
spread aboute the courte of the love that was befcweene Sil- 
vanus and Valeria, that in the ende it came to the Duke her 
father's eare, who takyng the matter verie greevouslie, that his 
daughter, to whom the inheritaunce of the dukedome remained 
after his decease, should so meanely bestowe her love of a 
fondlyno; founde in the woodes, and mindyng to fynde a 
remedie for the matter, willed Silvanus that, in paine of his 
life, within twentie daies he should departe the courte, and 
never after to bee seen within the jurisdictions of the Duke- 
dome of Vasconia. 

Valeria now, havyng intelligence what had happened, had 
no leasure to vexe or moleste herself, when tymp rather re- 
quired a speedie remedie for the incounteryng of those mis- 
happs, devised with Silvanus to conveigh herself awaie, con- 
tented rather to live in the fellowship of an honest, lovyng 
housebande, with whom she should hold faithfiill and loyall 
companie, with what estate and fortune so ever it might please 
God to appoincte, then to live without hym, beautified with the 
graces and foolishe names of honour and preheminence. 

Silvanus, contented to satisfie her desire with the hazarde 
of his life, yeelded to her request, and, before the twentie daies 
were expired, so cleanely conveighed hym self and Valeria 
awaie, that, when thei were missyng, the Duke wist not which 
waies to sende after them. Wherefore, in a greate furie, he 
spared not to sende outc greate companies, whiche, postyng 
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ey«i7 waie, made enquirie and eearche after them ; but aU in 
vaine, for Silvanus had so disguised hym self imd Valeria, 
that without any maner of trouble thei quietly passed the 
countrey, and havyng freede tbeim selves from out the daunger 
of the Duke, desyring that the daie of their manage might 
now bee prefixed, the whiohe by mutuall consent was pres^itly 
determined, and by greate fortune (or rather conduction, by 
the providence of God) thei happened to arrive in the countrey 
village where Duke Sappho, that was father to Silvanus, had 
remained all this while sexten of the parishe. In this village, 
because it wa^ a place free from resprt, whereby thei might 
remaine unknowno, and in the better safetie, thei puiposed as 
well to celebrate their manage as for a tyme to make their 
aboade till matters were better quieted, and that thei might at 
leisure resolve what course were beste for theim to take. Sil- 
vanus, now havyng conferred with the prieste, the mariage daie 
was appoincted, where the poore belrynger, takyng the vewe of 
this newe married couple, fell in a greate likyng of Silvanus $ 
not for that he knewe hym to be his sonne, for thereof he 
could have no maner of suspition, aswell for that he deemed he 
had been devoured in the woodes by some wilde beaste, as also 
because his name was chaunged, but whether it were by the 
instigation and secresie of nature, or otherwise by the will and 
pleasure of God, to bryng to passe that whiche afberwardes 
happened in effecte, this poore Sexton, I saie, lead by the 
secret motion of his owne affections, proffered Silvanus that if 
his service might any waies stande hym in steede, (for that he 
was a straunger in the place) he should use hym in any 
respecte, and should fynde hym readie to stande hym in suche 
steade, as his poore abilitie might any waies permit* 

Silvanus in like case havyng forgotten his &ther, beyng 
separated from hym in his infancie, yet nothyng despising his 
freendly offer, craved his helpe for the hieryng of a chamber 
for some reasonable rent, till tyme that he might better pro- 
vide for hymself. The Sexten, verie glad that he had so good 
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oportuuitie to pleasure hym, brought hym with his wyfe to his 
owne house, where he lodged hym in the beste roome that 
he had, profferyng not onely his house but all that was in it 
to be at their disposition and pleasure. This newe married 
couple, now gladdyng and sportyng themselves with all suche 
swete imbraeementes, as thei can better describe whiche have 
been possessed with the like deUghtes : but as some will saie 
it is the mannes parte to be first wearied in those veneriall 
sportes, so Silvanus, havyng now well feasted hym self with 
that sweete repaste, had leisure to bethynke hym of his owne 
estate, began inwardly to growe into greate sorrowe and heavi- 
nesse, not so much for hym self as for his wife, who for his 
sake had dispossest herself from so great honour, abandonyng 
herfreendes, contented to yeeldher self a thrall to Fortune. 

These cogitations did so nippe hym, that he could not so 
well dissemble his greef, but that his wife perceived some dis-^ 
quietnesse in his mynde ; and therefore verie greevoualie she 
demaunded of hym to shewe her the cause of his discontent- 
ment, whiche by outward appearance seemed inwardlie so 
muche to molest hym. 

Silvanus, hearyng his ladies requeste, aunswered in this 
wise : My deare wife, the sweetest companion that ever manne 
did possesse, for so muche as you so earnestly desire to under- 
stande what it is that so muche withdraweth my delightes, I 
will not let to bewraie the truthe, whiche is this. When I con- 
sider with ray self of your present estate and condition, who, 
from the tippe and height of dignitie, have not spared for my 
sake to surrender your self to become a subject to all mishaps, 
besieged on every side with the future assaultes or ordinarie 
fortune ; it maketh me, therefore, to have the greater care 
by what meanes'I might endevour myself to maintaine and 
t5ontinue your estate, though not accordyng to your worthinesse 
and callyng, yet accordyng to your well contentmente and 
likyng. And hereupon conceivyng in my hedde diverse ima- 
ginations, no meaues but one in my fancie seemeth beste, 



48 RICHE HIS FAREWELL 

whiche is, that I goe to the coarte of the Emperour Claudias, 
who at this present is leadjng a greate bande to encounter the 
Turke, at whose handes I doubte not but to receive some good 
entertainment : and besides the honour and reputation I maie 
gaine by good deserte, I maie likewise reape suche livyng and 
good likyng of the Emperour, that, in despight of Fortune's 
teethe, wee maie live hereafter a quiet and honourable life, to 
our greate joye and comforte. But when I did consider the 
beloved companie of you, deare wife, I feared to bewraie that 
whiche now I have disclosed, not knoweyng in what parte you 
would take it, that I should so sodainly departe. Loe ! here • 
the cause of my disquietnesse, whiche you desire so instantly 
to knowe. 

The ladie, whiche was wise, perceivyng the greate love that 
her housebande did beare her, when he had staied hymself from 
talke, with glad and merrie countenaunce aunswered in this 
wise. . 

Ah, Silvanus ! the exampler of all vertue and gentlenesse, 
let death and fortune doe what thei list, for I coumpt myself 
more then satisfied of all that is past, by the onely enjoying of 
your presence, contentyng myself to bee a partaker of your 
misfortunes ; and I have no doubt but that I can so moderat 
my affections, that, duryng my life, I will rest better contented 
with that whiche your abilitie wil permit, be it never so meane, 
then otherwise to bee honoured with names and titles of no- 
bilitie in princely state or porte, having not your presence. 
Disquiet not yourself, therefore, but persever in your deter- 
mination, and that sorowe whiche shall assaile me by reason 
of your absence, I will sweten and lenefie with contentation 
to se your commendable desire appeased ; and the pleasaunt 
memorie of your valiaunt &ctes shall beguile my pensive 
thoughtes, hopyng that our nexte meetyng shall bee more 
joyfull and glad, then this our partyng shall be either heavie or 
sad. 

The ladies aunswere did wonderfully quiet the mynde of 
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Silvanas ; and callyng his hoste the sexten unto hym, whom he 
had made partaker of his determinations, he departed, leavyng 
his wife suche money and jewelles as thei had remainyng. And 
commyng to the courte of the Emperour Claudius he was very 
well entertained, and the rather for that the Emperour had 
greate neede of menne to supply his armie, whiche had sus- 
tained sondrie conflictes, and divers overthrowes 5 for the 
Turke did wonderfully incroche upon the Emperour, and had 
taken sondrie cities, tonnes, and castelles from hym, and was 
like still every dale more to prevaile then other, that now the 
Emperour beganne to repent hym of the slender aceoumpte he 
had made of souldiours in the tyme of peace, for that he had 
too fewe that were sufficient to serve him in his warres : for in 
steede of Experience, Valiaunce, and Policie, (whiche three 
ought to be governours, commaunders, and cheef officers in a 
campe) he was glad to preferre Vainglorie, Foolishehardinesse, 
and Raslmesse, simple sottes that were more fitter to waite in 
gentlewomans' chambers, then to be made captaines, or leaders 
in the warres. 

The Emperour now standyng in greate distresse for want of 
menne, for those that he had made greatest accompt of in the 
tyme of peace were now able to stande him in no steede in the 
tyme of warres, and those that had braved it up and doune 
the courte in the newe cuttes, straunge fashions, their haire 
friseled, lookyng with suche grisly and terrible countenaunces, 
enough to make a wiseman beleeve thei were cleane out of their 
wittes, now in the tyme of warres were glad to runne under a 
gentlewoman's farthyngall to hide them. 

The Emperour (I saie) beeyng thus perplexed, called to his 
remembraunce the injurie that he had doen Sappho, whom he 
had banished onely to satisfie the willes of those that were 
aboute hym, whiche he knewe did hate hym more of spight 
then for any occasion the Duke had given. Without any 
farther delaie, therefoffe, the Emperour sent sondrie messengers 
into every parte of Christendome, to make inquirie that whoso- 

E 
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eyer could finde the Duke, should bee worthily recompenced, 
and those proclamations were spread through every region, in 
citie, towne, and village. In so muche that in this parishe 
where the Duke remained sexten, as you have heard, the priest 
made inquirie on Sondaie in the churche (as the custome is) 
that where as aboute fourteene or fifteene yeares sithence the 
Duke of Mantona was banished by the Emperour, whiche was 
procured rather by envie then for any deserte, as now it was 
proved 5 who so ever, therefore, could give any intelligence of 
the said Duke, should bee verie liberally recompensed by the 
' Emperour. 

The sexten now hearyng these newes, did thinke it more 
better to live still in his sexten''s rome, where he remained 
without envie, then to become againe the Duke of Mantona, 
subjecte to the spite of hateftiU persones 5 but callyng to his 
mynde his wife and daughter, which he thought remained yet 
alive, (although he knewe not where) and for the greate love 
that he bare to Silvanus, whose wife remained in his house (as 
you heard) seeyng that Fortune offered hym so good opportu- 
nitie to pleasure them, onely for their sakes, resolved hymself 
to goe to the Emperour. But firste comfortyng his geste 
Valerya, whom for a tyme he should leave in his house onely 
with SQche servauntes as herself had aboute her, he tolde her 
that he was well assured where to finde this Duke, that was so 
muche inquired after, and that he doubted not (if it were but 
in respecte of his good newes) he should woorke Silvanus, her 
housbande, into some credite with the Duke, who might like- 
wise procure his better preferment with the Emperour. 

And thus the sexten departed, and with all convenience 
came to the courte of the Emperour, to whom when he had 
made hym self knowne, he was moste honourably received, and 
greate joye and gladnesse was made throughout the whole 
courte : the Emperour now, in consideration of the injurie 
he had doen hym, did not onely restore hym to his former 
rome and dignitie, but also advaunced hym in honour and 
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estimation, to be preferred before all other next unto hym- 
self. 

Thus after many benefites received of the Emperour, the 
Duke prepared hymself, accompanied with many his freendes, 
to goe to the Emperour^s campe, of the whiche he was made 
generall, where he knewe well how to behave himself; and 
givyng out newe ordinaunees, he appointed certaine suche as 
he hymself knewe worthie, and gave them charge ; emongest 
the reste, seeying Silvanus, who all this while remained in the 
campe, whom the Duke did very well knowe, although Sil- 
vanus did little suspecte that a poore sexten of a parishe 
should become a general to an Emperour^s army. The Duke, 
perceivyng hymself to bee unknowne to Silvanus, was con- 
tented so to remaine for a tyme ; but yet desirous to see what 
was in hym, he gave hym the leadyng of certaine horsemen, 
with the whiche Silvanus served so valiauntly, and there with 
all had so happie successe, that every manne extolled up to 
the heavens the worthinesse of Silvanus, This pleased the 
Duke passyng well, and the Duke havyng now sondrie tymes 
incountred with the power of the Turkes, and had given them 
many overthrowes, he was now preparyng a greate force for 
the recoverie of the citie of Cayoe, the whiche the Turkes 
had taken before from the Emperour ; and callyng Silvanus 
unto hym, he saied, " God graunt, yong gentleman, that your 
ende agree with your good beginnyng f then makyng Sil- 
vanus to kneele, he dubbed him knight, and made him colonell 
of twentie ensignes. 

Silvanus, after he had dooen his reverence, thanked the 
Duke of the honour and favour whiche it had pleased hym to 
dooe hym, promisyng to dooe so well in tyme to come, as he 
should not bee deceived in his conceived opinion : whereof he 
gave assured testimonie at the assaulte that was given to the 
citie before mentioned, where he behaved hym self so valiantly, 
as he was the first that mounted upon the walles, and by his 
dexteritie and invincible force made waie to the souldiours in 
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the breoiche, wfaerebj thci entered and tooke the dtie, killjn^ 
and driTTDg out th^ memies bdbre th^m. In many suche 
like attemptes SilTanns still shewed hymself so noble and Ta- 
liaant, that his praise and renowme was soonded in eveiy place. 

The Duke now haiyng reeoTend againe all snche cities, 
townes, and other fortes, whiche the Turke had before taken 
from the Emperoor, and there with all had banished the 
Turkes from oat the boundes and hordes ct the ^npire, and 
a league agreed npon betweene the Emp^oor and the Turke, 
the armie beejng broken np, and sooldioors dischai^ged, eveiy 
manne well recompensed for his eenrioe, aocordyng as he had 
deserred, Silvanus likewise, who by lus worthinesse haTjng 
not onely made himself fiunons to the world, bat also had 
well lined his parse with good store of golde, bethinkyng hym 
now of his fidre ladie, came to the Dake to have taken his 
leave ; but the Duke, mindyng now to performe the good that 
he ment to Silranos, was resolved in his minde that Silvanas, 
with his wife, shoald bee his gestes, as well at Mantona, 
where he w^as Dake, as thei had been before, where he was but 
a sexten, saied to Silvanas as followeth. 

^^ Sir knight, what haste is this, that yoa woold so sodainly 
withdraw yoar self from oat my companie ! Belike yoa have 
some faire wife, to whom yoa make sache speede to be gone. 
Bat, sir, content yourself to beare me companie to the Em- 
perour^s courte, where I doubt not but yoa shall receive some 
better recompence for your service so happely begunne, for it 
is not requisite but that the vertue of valiaunce ought to bee 
rewarded and cherished by princes that be 2uded in their ne- 
cessitie, with the diligence of suche vertuous and noble gen- 
tlemen as your self."" Silvanus, greyly comforted with these 
wordes of the Duke, was well pleased to waite upon hym. 
Thus thei tooke their journey towardes the greate citie of 
Chirona, whiche was in the uttermoste borders of the Em- 
perour'^s dominions : there the Duke purposed to staie awhile, 
to recreate hymself with the rest of his companie. 
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Now, it fortuned that the valiaunt actes and hautie enter- 
prises of Silvanus were so renowned and spredde, that the same, 
therefore, came to the eares of the Duke of Vasconya, that was 
father to Valerya, the wife of Silvanus, who with all possible 
speede made suche haste, that he came to Cherona, where he 
founde Silvanus in the companie of the Duke of Mantona, to 
•^hom tumyng hymself, he saied as foUoweth. 

" Sir Duke, the onely hope that I have, that you will not 
let to extende justice upon the mischeevous and ungratious 
2U;tes of wicked menne, doth let me at ^his instant to forbeare, 
with myne owne handes, to avenge the wrong that I assure 
myself to have received of this traitour, Silvanus.**' 

The companie were wonderfiiUy abashed with these wordes, 
but especially the Duke of Mantona, who loved Silvanus mor^* 
dearly then any other. 

But the other goyng still forwardes in his tale, said : '^ If the 
harte breake that afflicteth the soule of a wofuU fether, whose 
house is .made desolate by loosyng his child, by the mis- 
chivous inticementes of a theefe— if this president, I saie, 
move you not to minister suche speedie revenge as the lawe 
doeth prescribe, I suppose that all impuuitie of vice and sinne 
hath place on your behalf And there with al staiying his 
talke, but yet by his gesture and countenance so inraged, that 
he seemed like a man that were besides hymself. 

The Duke of Mantona now perceivyng the matter, that 
Valerya was the daughter of the Duke of Vasconya, whom he 
supposed to have been of some meane birthe and parentage, 
was wonderfiiUy sorie for Silvanus, whose facte by the lawe 
deserved death ; and seyng the Duke in suche a furie, he wiste 
not by what meanes to worke Silvanus safetie. For to intreate 
the Duke he thought it but vaine, and to bryng Silvanus to 
aunswere the facte, he knewe the lawe would condemne him, 
and therefore knowyng where Valerya did remaine, whom he 
knewe did love Silvanus as her owne life, and thinkyng that 
her teares might lenifie and soften the hardened harte of 
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the Duke her &ther, he therefore prively sent for her, to bee 
brought immediatly to the citie of Gherona. In the meane 
tyme he committed Silvanus into sitfe custodie, and desired 
the Duke, at his request, to staie hymself a while, and he 
should have suche justice on Silvanus as hymself would 
require. 

Matters beeyng thus pacified for a while, I will, in like 
case, lette them rest for a tyme, and will now discourse how it 
befell to the Dutches Messilina, with her daughter Phylene. 

You have heard before how, by constraint of weather at the 
sea^ thai were driven to this citie of Cherona, where the Duke 
now remained, and at her first commyng, Mlyng to her worke 
as before she had doen at Taryffa, a riche marchaunt that 
dwelte in the towne, takyng the viewe of this newe come 
workewoman, fell into so greate a likyng with her, that onely 
to have accesse to come into her companie, he bestowed more 
money in cloathe to make hym shirtes and handcarchifes in 
one weeke, then he was able to weare out in three yeares after, 
whiche he put to her to make, whereby he became somethyng 
well acquainted with her ^ but to the ende that she might 
thinke her self something the better beholdyng unto hym, he 
proffered her a more convenient house then that she was in, 
whiche he would fiimishe with all maner of householde stuffe 
for a reasonable rent. She, beeyng very glad of so good an 
offer, became his tenaunt. The marchaunt now perceivyng 
his tyme did so well serve hym, without any greate circum- 
staunce, declared unto her the greate good will he bare her ; 
but Messilina so delaied hym with suche wise and reasonable 
aunswers, that from tyme to tyme the marchant hymself 
could not importunately crave that, whiche with suche mo- 
destie she so honestly denaied him. 

Now, there laie in this citie of Cherona the olde Dutches of 
Petrona, who havyng inteligence of Messilina to be so good 
a woorkewoman, she sent for her, to whom she put sondrie 
parcelles of woorke ; whiche she so well finished to the likyng 
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of the Dutches, that from time to time she still plide her with 
the like, whereby Messilina, with her daughter Phylene, had 
continuall recourse to the pallas of the Dutches, where Ara- 
bianus, the onely sonne of the Duches of Petrona (and inhe- 
ritour of the dukedome, but that he was under age) did 
marke and behold the beautie and good grace of this yong 
aeamester, Phylene, was so clogged and fettered in the bandes 
of love, that all other thoughtes seemed lothsome unto hym, 
and every other joye displeasaunt, in respecte of the pleasure 
that he suffered by thinkyng of his fidre Phylene : wherefore 
baityng hymself with hope, and tickled onely by love, he de- 
termined, what soever happened, to love her. 

Whiche beyng perceived by his mother, she began very 
sharpely to rate hym, blamyng hym that would so indiseretly 
place his love, not waiying his estate and birthe, as come of 
princely race, and now would make hymself a fable to the 
worlde, to like of suche a one so farre unworthie his degree. 

Arabianus, fallyng downe upon his knees, moste humbly 
desired his mother to beare with all that was paste, and 
although it were truthe that she had saied, that he deemed 
her for her birthe to be unworthie his degree, yet she de- 
served for her beautie to be compared to the greatest dame 
and bravest minion els where. And whereas other girles, by 
artificiall meanes and trumperies, doe inforce that whiche the 
heavens have denaid them, yet Phylene had no other orna- 
ment then that whiche nature had inlarged in her ; and other- 
wise for her vertue, vnisedome, and modestie, he knewe it to 
suche, by reporte of many, as she might bee a lanteme to the 
greatest dame that lived. 

^^ Notwithstandyng, madam, for so muche as you doe take 
my facte in so ill parte, consideryng the reverence that I owe 
to the place whiche you holde on my behaulf, and the duetie 
and obedience that God will, and hath commaunded, that 
children should beare to those that have begotten and borne 
them, if it pleajse you to pardon me of this that is past, I pro- 
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test that from hence foorthe I will bee more wise, and better 
advised, how I enter into anything that might tame to any 
suche consequence, or any maner of waies to offende you.^^ 

The Dutches, knowyng sXl to be true that her sonne had 
saied, very well pleased with his speedies, remained satisfied, 
thinkyng in her mynde, in deede, that if Phylene had bin the 
daughter but of some meane gentleman, hei* sonne should 
never have sought farther for a wife. 

From this tyme forwardes, although Arabianus, by the 
perswasion of his mother, had vowed to revolt and let slip the 
love that he bare to Phylene, yet he could not so clearely 
loose his likyng, but that he did manifest some parte of his 
good will by giftes and good countenaunces whiche still he 
bestowed upon Phylene, causing his mother likewise to 
bestowe many liberall rewardes upon Messilina: thus the 
mother and the daughter perceived them selves a thousande 
tymes beholdyng to the olde Dutches and her sonne. 

In this meane space the marehaunt, before mentioned, had 
buried his wife, and knowyng no other but that Messilina, his 
tenaunte, had bin a widowe, he began now a freshe sute, and 
with greate importunitie requested her in the waie of mariage ; 
and so hardly he laied unto her, that Messilina, not knowyng 
otherwise how to rid hym, confessed unto hym that she had a 
housbande alive, and therefore might not marie. 

The marehaunt, thinkyng these to bee but delaies to shift 
hym of, came to this pointe, that if hereafter he could prove 
her, by her owne confession, to bee a widowe, that then 
before witnesse she would take hym for her lawfuU hous- 
bande ; and till that tyme he would no farther trouble her 
till he had made his profe. She beyng glad to be at rest, 
thinkyng that he should woorke very wisely to make her con- 
fesse her self to bee a widowe, agreed to his request, and wit- 
nesse was had in the matter. The marehaunt, now letting his 
matter rest a tyme for his better purpose, in the ende com- 
myng unto her, he tolde her, that although she were so dis- 
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Courteous to forsake his frendshippe in every respecte, first in 
the waie of good fellowshippe, and after in the waie of mar-* 
riage, whereby he was driven to goe seeke farther, but now 
havyng founde a wife in the eountrey, to whom he was assured, 
and ment presently to be married, yet for the olde freedshippe 
that he bare her, consideryng that he would presently remaine 
in the eountrey altogether, and forsake the citie, therefore, for 
her better securitie, and assuraunce of her dwellyng, he would 
make her a lease of the house that she dwelte in for one and 
twentie yeres, if it might doe her any pleasure, without paiyng 
any penie income. 

Messilina, givyng hym greate thankes, tooke his offer verie 
courteouslie, and the lease was put to makyng, which the 
marchaunt signed and delivered ; and here withall desired her 
single obligation for the performance of some small rente, were 
it never so little, that she might acknowledge hym to bee her 
landlorde, the whiche she never denaied to give. 

The obligation was made in this maner : — " Knowe all men 
by this presentes, that I, Messilina, widowe,''' and so forthe, 
with wordes in maner and forme of every obligation. This 
obligation, thus made, was signed and delivered by Messilina 
to the marchaunte, who had now gotten that so long he had 
sought for, and by vertue of this obligation craved Messilina 
to bee his wife, she denaiyng his demaunde. But what could 
that prevaile, when he had her owne hande and seale to shewe, 
whereby she confessed her self a widowe, and then by her 
owne agrement (as you have heard before) she must yeeld her 
self to be his wife. This matter was long in fendyng and 
proving, in so muche that the Duke beyng now in the toune, 
ministryng of justice to suche as would crave it, the mar-^ 
chaunt brought the matter before the Duke, who hearyng the 
maner of the bargaine, and so many witnesses to affirme the 
same, gave sentence that the marchaunte ought in deede to 
have her. But Messilina, fallyng at the feete of the Duke, 
desiryng him with teares to deferre his judgement, the Duke 
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now taking better vewe of the woman, knowyng her bothe by 
her voyce, and also by lookyng well on her face, perceived 
assuredly that it was his own wife, he called againe to the 
marchaonte to see his obligation ; whiche when he had re- 
ceived, he said in this manner. 

^^ Maister marchaunt, this obligation which you have deli- 
vered me, now I have perused with better advise, I finde it to 
bee neither sufficient nor lawfull, for this woman that you 
would make a widowe without doubte is maried, and hath a 
bousbande: now, she beyng under covert bame, your obU- 
gation is unpleadable ; and I knowe not who you should blame, 
v^hether yourself or the scrivener.'' And here withall, beeyng 
replete with greate joye and gladnesse, takyng his wife up in 
his armes, very lovyngly imbraced her, he said. 

" Ah, my deare and lovyng wife ! how muche am I bounde 
to render innumerable thankes to the Almightie God, that 
when all hope was paste, have yet againe recovred my greatest 
hope and comforte.'' Messilina, likewise perceivyng her lorde 
and housebande, claspyng her handes about his necke, was 
not able to speake a woorde for joye and contentation : the 
companie that stoode by, amased to see this sodaine happe, 
veere likewise verie joyfiiU to see this freendly meetyng. The 
marchaunt, seyng how he had been deceived, tare his obliga- 
tion, and departed all ashamed. The Duke now, desirous to 
see his daughter Phylene, caused her mother to sonde for her, 
who not knowyng her father otherwise then by reporte, fell 
doune on her knees to crave his blessyng. The Duke takyng 
her up, kissyng her wfth fatherlie affection, could not staie his 
teares in remembryng her brother Aurelianus, whom he 
deemed to be dedde. 

These newes were sodainly spred throughout the citie of 
Cherona, in so muche that Arabianus, havyng now intelligence 
that Philwie was the daughter of the noble Duke Sappho, 
certifiyng his mother the truthe whiche he had learned, with- 
out any greate deliberation, bothe the mother and the sonne 
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commyng to visite the Duke and his conipanie, where thei 
were very well welcomed, but especially by Messilina, to whom 
the olde Duches and her sonne bothe had been verie boun- 
tifuU ; and when awhile thei had passed the tyme vnith plea- 
saunt discourses of all that had passed, the Duches of Petrona 
craved Philene in mariage for her sonne. The Duke beyng 
made privie to the matter, knowyng Arabianus to bee come of 
greate discent, and to bee indued with large and &ire posses- 
sions, seyng hym likewise to bee a toward yong gentleman, 
would not stande againste it, but referred the matter to his 
dau^hter'^s likyng. Philene, who had been greatly bounde to 
the courtesie of the yong Duke, and had received many giftes 
and good tumes at his handes, would not doe as a nomber of 
these nise dames, that will many tymes make daintie of that 
thei would fainest come by, gave her free consent. There was 
then no more to do but to prepare for the mariage, which was 
presently solemnized with greate pompe and glorie. 

By this Valeria (whom, as you have heard before, the Duke 
had sent for) was come to Gherona, who was prively lodged, 
by the Duke''s commaundment, in a privie place. The dale 
now beeyng come that Silvanus was brought to his aun- 
swere, he could not denaie the fecte wherewith he was charged, 
but that he had stplne Valeria from her father, by whiche con- 
fession the lawe condemned hym to dye. There were many 
that knewe the noblenesse of Silvanus, that began to entreate 
the Duke of Vasconia to remit the facte ; but all in vaine, 
for the more thei entreated, the more he hastened to see 
execution. 

The Duke of Mantona, seeyng his greate obstinacie, did 
thinke it hye tyme to finde a remedie for Silvanus if it might 
bee : therefore he saied, " Sir Duke, were it possible that this 
condemned manne, who is like (so farre as I can see) to beare 
the whole brunte, and yet might bee enticed to this facte by 
your daughter'^s meanes, or, at the leaste, your daughter muste 
bee halfe partner of this &ulte, and yeelded with her good 
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Will .0 come awaie, for otherwise it had been unpossible for 
hyrn to have brought her from out your courte ; whiche if it 
bee true, if you will needes see justice so duely executed in 
the one, I can not see how your daughter can goe quite, but 
must bee as well partaker of the punishement, as she was in 
the facte by yeeldyng her consent."*' 

The Duke of Vasconia aunswerd. " As it is the office and 
duetie of every good justicer to knowe the valour and difference 
betweene vertue and vice, to the ende that all vertuous actes 
may bee honoured, and the contrary chastised and punished, 
otherwise he is not worthy the name of a righteous judge, but 
of a cruell and traitorous tyrant ; wherefore. Sir Duke, you 
sittyng here in the place of justice, to minister equitie and 
right to every one that calleth, then I desire that I maie 
have the lawe extended uppon this wretche, Silvanus. As for 
my daughter that you speake of, as I knowe not where she is, 
so I doe not desire to leame what is become of her ; but this 
I protest, that if ever I maye finde her, rather then she 
should escape unpunished, I will not let with myne owne 
handes to do execution upon her, accordyng to her demerites, 
and the filthinesse of her facte, from henceforthe denouncyng 
her to bee any child of myne, and make no better accoumpt of 
her otherwise then to bee a filthie strompet, unworthy of me, 
her father, or to chalenge her descent from suche a stocke."*' 

The Duke of Mantona was now troubled worse then before, 
for where as he had some hope that the humble sute of Valeria 
should somethyng have mooved her father to compassion, he 
now thought that her sight would rather increase his rage and 
furie. Againe he thought, that to bryng her into his presence, 
if he continued in one moode, he might woorke Valeria so 
greate prejudice, as he would be hartely sorie to see; yet 
thinkyng with himself, that it was impossible that a father 
should be so voyde of good nature, to see the utter mine of 
his childe without any remorse, he caused Valeria to bee 
sent for ; who beeyng conducted to the place, seeyng her &ther • 
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and the reste of the companie, she beganne to conjecture that 
all was not well ; but when Silvanus sawe his Valeria, won- 
dering by what meanes she was brought to so evill a banquett, 
remembryng what woordes her father before had protested, he 
began with a piteous voice to crie out — 

" 0, my deare, beloved wife ! the onely cause of my joye 
and quiete ! what evill fortune hath conducted thee to this 
place ! what froward fates have forced thee, that thou shouldest 
be made a companion of my mishappes? O fraile and incon- 
stant fortune ! how hast thou fronted my honest desires with 
such a crooked spight, that where I covet the countenaunce 
of greatest credite, there I am forced to hazard the losse of 
life, and all what crooked aspecte hath governed my procead- 
ynges, that the hoped tyme I spente in this warlike service 
should thus conclude with his contrary, and I forced as it 
were by fate to foUowe the unhappie event of the same, 
wherein I doe confesse my predestinate follies. But suche are 
the sonderie dealynges of this life, as those that tende their 
steppes to monsterous mountaines doe sometyme scarce con- 
clude with meane moole hilles, the sondrie conflictes of for- 
tune maskyng my hope with a shewe of happie reward, hath 
not onely wracked me, but it threateneth the sequell of worse 
successe, that insteade of happie and quiet life, my daies 
shalbe abridged with moste shamefull and vile death. O, Va- 
leria, the joye and comforte of my life ! I shall no more see 
that incomparable beautie of thyne, whiche darkeneth and 
obscureth the rayes and beames of the sunne.**' 

Then, toumyng hymself to the Duke of Vasconia, he said, 
" I moste humbly beseche your grace to have compassion 
upon me : not for that I would consume my life in your dis- 
pleasure, I make offer of the same to your mercifuU will and 
disposition, choosyng rather to dye, and to leave your grace 
satisfied and contented, then to live a happie life, your princely 
minde displeased ; and albeit the right good intente and un- 
stained conscience is free from faute, yet the judgemente of 
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menne hath fitrther relation to the exteriour appearance then 
to vertae^s force. Is it a synne to marrie ? — ^is it a faulte to 
flye and avoyde the synne of whoredome ! What lawes be 
these, then, where the marriage bedde and joyned matrimonie 
is pursued with like severitie as murther, thefte, adnlterie! 
But seeyng the fault of this mishap to arise by my predes- 
tinate evill lucke, I moste humbly beseche you to mitigate your 
rage, and to conceiye no sinister opinion of this your worthie 
daughter, whose smallest greef is my double paine. As for 
my self, I am well pleased with my misfortune, contented to 
saerafice my life onely to receive your cleare acquitam[ice of 
my offence, and will make satisfaction with the price of my 
blood.^ 

The Duke of Vasconia, bendyng his browes, aunswered. 
** No, tracitour, no ; it is not thy life that shall appease my 
forie, but I will so coole the whorishe heate of your minion, 
for whome you seeme so muche to pleade, that I will make 
her an example to all others for dooyng of an acte so detest- 
able. But what abuse have thei comitted under the title of 
marriage, thinkyng, without remorse of conscience, by that 
meanes to continue their mischeef ; and their promise and 
faithe, that was made under a bushe, muste serve for a cloake 
and visarde for their moste filthie whoredome. But what if 
their marriage were concluded and confirmed by God hym- 
self, is Silvanus.a manne worthy to be alied or mingled with 
the royall blood of the house of Vasconia? No, no : I vowe I 
will never take sound nor restfiiU slepe, untill I have dis- 
patchiad that in&>mous &cte from our blood, and that vil- 
iaine whoremonger, with his trull, be used accordyng to their 
desertes."*' 

Valeria now knowyng how matters were sorted out, and 
hearying this cruell sentence pronounced by her father, fell 
doune uppon her knees, and bitterly criyng out, she saied. 
" My deare fiither, most humbly I beseche you, sithe no other 
thing maie appease your ire then the life of the offender, let 
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not this gentleman abide the penaunce of that whiche he never 
committed ; be revenged on me, by whom the &alte (if a 
woman^s faithe to her housebaude maie be termed a &,ult) is 
doen, and lette this unfortunate gentleman depart, who, God 
knowes, is innocente of any other crime then what he was 
brought into onely by my provocation.'" And as she was 
aboute to have preceded farther in her talke, her father inter- 
rupted her, saiyng— 

" Have you founde your tongue now, pretie peate! then wee 
most have an almon for parrat. How durst thou, strom- 
pette, chalenge me to bee thy father? That without regarde 
either of my renowne, or of the honour of my house, thou art 
content to bee abandoned from this noble estate, and to be^ 
come a fugitive and a straunger, to followe a rooge up and 
downe the countrey. No, minion, no : thinke not that any 
feminine flatterie shall staie me from doyng thee to death, nor 
your darlyng that standes by you shall escape with his life, 
verely beleevyng that in tyme it shall be knowne what profite 
the worlde shall gaine, by purgying the same of suche an in- 
fected plague. And I doe hope, besides this, that in tyme to 
come menne shall praise this deede of myne, who, for pre- 
servyng the honour of my house, have chosen rather to dooe to 
death twoo offendours, then to leave the one of them alive, as 
lesse faultie or giltlesse then the other.'*'' 

Valeria, once againe fallyng prostrate before her father, saied, 
" I moste humbly beseche you, for that all other comforte is 
denaied me, that I maie crave this onely grace at your handes, 
for the laste good that ever I hope to receive : which is, that 
you beeyng thus greevouslie offended with me, dooe venge-' 
aunce at your pleasure uppon her, who willingly yeeldeth her- 
self to the death, with the effution of her blood to satifie your 
ire, graunte onely that Silvanus, who is innocente and free 
from fault, maie goe quite." 

But her father, no longer able for anger to heare her speake, 
crieth out to the Duke to haste the execution. The Duke of 
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Mantona, whose harte did bleede in his beallie for sorrowe, 
perceivyng it follie to delaye longer tyme, gave sentence of 
death, and present execution to be made, although he tooke so 
greate sorrow for them, as if his daughter Philene should have 
borne them companie : but he was not able to helpe it, the 
lawes and ordinaunces of the countrey would not otherwise 
permit ; and thinking to take his laste farewell of Silvanus, he 
saied. " O, Silvanus ! the glorie and honour of all yong gen- 
tlemen that ever were, that bee now, or shall be hereafter this, 
whose vertue, valliaunce, and worthie exploites, doe glister 
emongst the multitude, as the sunne bearoes doe upon the 
cirquet of the yearth. Oh ! that thy harde fortune should 
conducte thee to suche distresse, that onely by thyne owne 
valiaunce and prowesse hast escaped so many daungers 
emongst thy thronged enemies, and now thy mine and over- 
throwe should bee thus wrought, amiddest thy assured frendes, 
that know not liow to helpe it. What heapes of cares hath 
besieged me on every side ! To thinke that I should crave 
thy companie, whereby thou art brought into the middest of 
so greate mischeef, which otherwise mightest have escaped 
this mishappe ! and thou, Valeria, would God thy unfortunate 
hoste, whiche departed from thee, thinkyng to dooe thy house- 
band pleasure, had remained with thee a poore sexten still, till 
this present daie ! 

The reste of the companie that stoode by, hearing the Duke 
to make so greate lamentation, was likewise striken into a 
marvailous greef and sorowe, in so muche that every one that 
durste speake, cried to the Duke of Vasconia for pardon, and 
that he would remitte the oflFence, and what pitie it were if he 
should seeke the death of so noble a gentleman as Silvanus 
had shewed hymself to bee. But the Duke, persevering still 
in one mynde, asked them with what face thei could make 
request for a verlet of no reputation, whom he had founde in 
the wooddes, and brought hym up to that estate he was come 
to, not knowyng who was his father, but by seemyng some poore 
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country cloune ; and forgettyng hym self from whence he 
sprong, neglectyng so many beneiites which he had bestowed 
upon him, would enter into those thynges,- so farre unseemely, 
and exceeding his degree. 

The Duke of Mantona, givyng good eare to this tale, re- 
membryng his soonne Aurelianus, whom he had loste in* the 
woodes about those partes, questioned with the Duke of the 
tyme, and what apparell the child had on at that present, who 
in all thinges shewed a trothe as it was. He demanded, &r- 
ther, how he knewe his name to be Silvanus, or whether he 
had any other name ? " Yes (q^ the Duke of Vasconia) his 
name, he said, was Aurelianus, whiche my self changed to 
Silvanus, because I founde hym in the wooddes. 

Here withall, without any farther staie, the Duke of Man- 
tona, runnyng hastely uppon Silvanus, imbracing hym in his 
armes, crying, " O, my soonne ! my soonne !" and with this 
sodain joye the teares trickled doune his cheekes so fast, that 
he was not farther able to speake one woorde. 

The Duke of Vasconia, muche amazed to see this sight, but 
a greate deale more gladde that Silvanus had founde out suche 
a father, and now nothyng at all offended with his daughter*'s 
choyce, came likewise with chearfuU countenance and im- 
brased Silvanus, desiring bothe ihe Duke his father and hym- 
self to forgive what was past ; and takyng Valerya by the 
hande, he delivered her to Silvanus, promisyng hym for her 
dowrie 40,000 franckes in golde, presently to be paied, and 
after his decease to remaine for his inheritour. 

Silvanus, better pleased with Valerya her self then with al 
the rest that was promised, gave hym greate thankes, and so 
did the Duke his father. 

All the companie were replenished with the greatest joie 
that might be to see this sodaine sight, and thus thei de- 
parted to the pallas, where the Duke kepte his abode, where 
Silvanus was welcomed to his mother, to his sister, to Ara- 
bianus, and to all the rest, where there was greate feastyng 

F 
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and triumph, and a bonde of everlastyng amitie betwene the 
houses of the Duke of Mtmtona, the Duke of Vasconya, and 
the Duke of Petrona ; and after a whyle thei had feasted and 
sported them selves, thei rode altogether in companie to the 
Emperour'^s courte, who received them with so greate honour 
as he could devise, and makyng hym self a partaker of their 
mirthe, wonderyng to here the hole discourse how thynges 
had happened. When after a while he had feasted them, and 
shewed them as greate pleasures as might be devised, he be- 
stowed of them al large and bountifull giftes, but especially of 
the two yong ladies, Valerya and Phylene ; and thus agreyng 
amongest th^m selves to meete once a yeare, at the least, to 
sporte and make themselves merrie, for this season thei 
departed, every one where it lyked them beste. 
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OF APOLONIUS AND SILLA. 

THE ARGUMENT OP THE SECOND HISTORIE. 

Apolonius Duke^ haftyng spent a yeres service in the warres 
against the Turke^ returning homward with his companie by 
sea^ was driven by force of weather to the lie of Cypres, where 
he was well received by Pomtus, gouvemov/r of the same ile, 
with whom Silla, daughter to Pontus, fell so straungdy in love^ 
that after Apolonius wa^s departed to Constantinoplcy SiUa^ 
tcith one man, followed, and cmnmyng to Constantinople, she 
served Apolonius in the habite of a manne, and after many 
prety accidentes falling out, she was knoume to Apolonius, who, 
in requitall of her love, maried her. 

• 

There is no child that is borne into this wretched worlde, 
but before it doeth sucke the mother'^s milke, it taketh first a 
soope of the cupp of errour, which maketh us, when we come 
to riper yeres, not onely to enter into actions of injurie, but 
many tymes to straie from that is right and reason ; but in all 
other thinges, wherein wee shewe our selves to bee moste 
dronken with this poisoned cuppe, it is in our actions of love ;, 
for the lover is so estranged from that is right, and wandereth 
so wide from the boundes of reason, that he is not able to deeme 
white from blacke, good from badde, vertue from vice ; but 
onely led by the apetite of his owne affections, and groundyng 
them on the foolishnesse of his owne fancies, will so settle his 
likyng on such a one, as either by desert or unworthinesse will 
merite rather to be loathed then loved. 

F 2 
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If a question might be asked, what is the ground in deede 
of reasonable love, whereby the knot is knit of true and perfect 
freendship, I thinke those that be wise would answere — de- 
serte : that is, where the partie beloved dooeth requite us with 
the like ; for otherwise, if the bare shewe of beautie, or the 
conielinesse of personage might bee suflScient to confirme us in 
our love, those that bee accustomed to goe to faires and 
markettes might sometymes fall in love with twentie in a daie : 
desert must then bee (offeree) the grounde of reasonable love; 
for to love them that hate us, to foUowe them that flie from 
us, to faune on them that froune on us, to currie favour with 
them that disdaine us, to bee glad to please theim that care not 
how thei offende us, who will not confesse this to be an erro- 
nious love, neither grounded uppon witte nor reason ? Wher- 
fore, right curteous gentilwomeu, if it please you with pacience 
to peruse this historie following, you shall see Dame Errour so 
plaie her parte with a leishe of lovers, a male and twoo femalles, 
as shall woorke a wonder to your wise judgement, in notyng 
the effecte of their amorous devises, and conclusions of their 
actions : the firste neclectyng the love of a noble dame, yong, 
beautifull, and faire, who onely for his good will plaied the 
parte of a serving manne, contented to abide any manor of 
paine onely to behold him: he again setting his love of a 
dame, that despysing hym (beeyng a noble Duke) gave her self 
to a servyng manne (as she had thought) ; but it otherwise 
fell out, as the substance of this tale shall better discribe. And 
because I have been somethyng tedious in my firste discourse, 
oflFending your pacient eares with the hearyng of a cireumstaunce 
over long, from hence forthe, that whiche I minde to write 
shall bee dooen with suche celeritie, as the matter that I pre- 
tende to penne maie in any wise permit me, and thus foUoweth 
the historie. 

During the tyme that the famous citie of Constantinople 
remained in the handes of Christians, emongst many other 
noble menne that kepte their abidyng in that florishyng citie. 
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there was one whose name was Apolonius, a worthie duke, 
who beyng but a verie yong man, and even then newe come to 
his possessions, whiche were verie greate, levied a mightie 
bande of menne at his owne proper charges, with whom he 
served againste the Turke duryng the space of one whole yere : 
in whiche tyme, although it were very shorte, this yong Duke 
so behaved hym self, as well by prowesse and valiaunce shewed 
with his owne handes, as otherwise by his wisdome and libe- 
ralitie used towardes his souldiors, that all the worlde was 
filled with the fame of this noble Duke. When he had thus 
spent one yeares service, he caused his trompet to sounde a 
retraite, and gatheryng his companie together, and imbarkyng 
theim selves, he sette saile, holdyng his course towardes Con- 
stantinople : but, beeyng uppon the sea, by the extreamitie of 
a tempest whiche sodainly fell, his fleete was desevered, some 
one waie, and some another j but he hymself recovered the Isle 
of Cypres, where he was worthily received by Pontus, duke 
and gouvemour of the same ile, with whom he lodged while 
his shippes were newe repairyng. 

This Pontus, that was lorde and govemour of this famous 
Ile, was an auncient duke, and had twoo children, a soonne and 
a daughter : his soonne was named Silvio, of whom hereafter we 
shall have Airther occasion to speake ; but at this instant he 
was in the partes of Africa, servyng in the warres. 

The daughter her name was Silla, whose beautie was so 
peerelesse, that she had the soveraintie emongest all other 
dames, aswell for her beautie as for the noblenesse of hir birthe. 
This Silla, having heard of the worthinesse of Apolonius, this 
yong Duke, who besides his beautie and good graces had a 
certaine naturall allurement, that beeyng now in his companie 
in her father'*s courte, she was so strangely attached with the 
love of Apolonius, that there was nothyng might content her 
but his presence and sweete sight ; and although she sawe no 
manor of hope to attaine to that she moste desired, knowyng 
Apolonius to be but a geaste, and readie to take the*benefite 
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gf the next winde, and to departe into a straange coantrey, 
whereby she was bereved of all possibillitie ever to see hym 
againe, and therefore strived with herself to leave her fpnde* 
nesse, but all in vaine ; it would not bee, but, like the foole 
whiche is once limed, the more she striveth, the &ster she 
tieth her self. So Silla was now constrained, perforce her 
will, to yeeld to love, wherefore, from tyme to tyroe, she used so 
greate &miliaritie with hym as her honour might well permitte, 
and fedde him with suche amourous baites as the modestie of a 
maide could reasonably afforde ; whiche when she perceived did 
take but small effecte, feelyng herself so muche out raged with 
the extreamitie of her passion, by the onely. countenaunce that 
she bestowed uppon Apolonius, it might have been well per-* 
ceived that the verie eyes pleaded unto hym for pitie and re- 
morse. But Apolonius, commyng but lately from out the 
feelde from the chasyng of his enemies, and his furie not yet 
throughly desolved, nor purged from his stomacke, gave no 
regarde to those amourous entisementes, whiche, by reason of 
his youth, he had not been acquainted with all. But his 
minde ranne more to heare his pilotes bryng newes of a merie 
winde to serve his tume to Constantinople, whiche in the ende 
came very prosperously; and givyng Duke Pontus hartie 
thankes for his greate entertaynment, takyng his leave of hym- 
self and the Ladie Silla, his daughter, departed with his 
companie, and with a happie gaale arived at his desired porte. 
Gentlewomen, accordyng to my promise, I will here, for bre- 
vities sake, omit to make repetition of the long and dolorous 
discourse recolrded by Silla for this sodaine departure of her 
Apolonius, knowyng you to bee as tenderly hearted as Silla 
her self, whereby you maie the better conjecture the ftirie of 
her fever. But Silla, the fiirther that she sawe herself bereved 
of all hope ever any more to see her beloved Apolonius, so 
muche the more contagious were her passions, and made the 
greater speede to execute that she had premeditated in her 
mynde, which was this. Emongest many servants that did 
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attend uppon her, there was' one whose name was Pedro, who 
had a long tyme waited upon her in her chamber, wherby 
she was well assured of his fidelitie and trust : to that Pedro 
therefore she bewraied first the fervencie xff her love borne to 
Apolonius, conjuring hym in the name of the goddes of love 
herself, and bindyng hym by the duetie that a servante ought 
to have, that tendereth his mistresse safetie and good likyng, 
and desiryng hym, with teai'es trioklyng doune her cheekes, 
that he would give his consent to aide and assiste her in that 
she had determined, whiche was for that she was folly resolved 
to goe to Constantinople, wh«re she might againe take the vewe 
of her beloved Apolonius^ that he, accordyng to the trust she 
had reposed in hym^ would not refuse to give his consent, 
secretly to convaie her from out her father's courte, accordyng 
as she should give hym direction, and also to- make hym self 
pertaker of her journey, and to waite upon her till she had seen 
the ende of her determination. 

Pedro, pereeivyng with what vehemencie his ladie and mis- 
tresse had made request unto hym, albeeit he sawe many perilles 
and doubtes dependyng in her pretence, notwithstandyng, 
gave his consent to be at her disposition, promisyng her to 
further her with his beste advice, and to be readie to obeye 
whatsoever she would please to commaunde him. The match 
beyng thua agreed upon, and all thynges prepared in a readi- 
nesse for their departure, it happened there was a gallie of 
Constantinople readie to departe, whiche Pedro understandyng, 
came to the captaine, desiryng him to have passage for hym^ 
self and for a poore maide that was his sister, whiche were 
bounde to Constantinople uppon certaine urgent affaires : to 
whiche request the captaine graunted, willyng hym to prepare 
aborde witJi all speede, because the winde served hym pre- 
sently to d«parte. 

' Pedro now commyng to his mistres, and tellyng her how he 
had handeled the matter with the captaine, she likyng verie 
well of the devise, disguisyng herself into verie simple atyre, 
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stole awaie from oat her &ther''s court, and came with Pedro, 
whom now she calleth brother, aboarde the galleye, where all 
thynges beyng in readinesse, and the winde servyng verie well, 
thei launched forthe* with their oares, and set saile. When thei 
were at the sea, the captaine of the galleye, takyng the yewe 
of Silla, perceivyng her singular beautie, he was better pleased 
in beholdyng of her fece then in takyng the height either of 
the sunne or starre, and thinkyng her, by the homelinesse of 
her apparell, to be but some simple maiden, calling her into 
his cabin, he beganne to breake with her, after the sea feshion, 
desiryng her to use his owne cabin for her better ease, and 
duryug the tyme that she remained at the sea, she should not 
want a bedde } and then, wisperyng softly in her eare, he saied, 
that, for want of a bedfellow, he hym self would supplie that 
rome. Silla, not beyng acquainted with any suche taike, 
blusshed for shame, but made hym no aunswere at all. My 
captaine, feelyng suche a bickeryng within him sel^ the like 
whereof he had never indured upon the sea, was like to bee 
taken prisoner aboard his owne shippe, and forced to yeeld 
hymself a captive without any cannon shot ; wherefore, to salve 
all sores, and thinkyng it the readiest waie to speed, he began 
to breake with Silla in the waie of mariage, tellyng her how 
happie a voiage she had made, to &11 into the likyng of suche 
a one as hymself was, who was able to keepe and maintaine 
her like a gentilwoman, and for her sake would likewise take 
her brother into his fellowship, whom he would by some meanes 
prefarre in suche sorte, that bothe of theim should have good 
cause to think theimselves thrise happie, she to light of suche a 
housbande, and he to light of suche a brother. But Silla, no- 
thyng pleased with these prefermentes, desired hym to cease 
his talke, for that she did thynke her self in deede to bee too 
unwQrthie suche a one as he was, neither was she minded yet 
to marrie, and therefore desired hym to fixe his fancie uppon 
some that were better worthie then herself was, and that could 
better like of his curtesie then ishe could dooe. The captaine. 
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seeyng hymself thus refused, beyng in a greate chafe, he saied 
as foUoweth. 

Then, seeyng you make so little accompte of my curtesie, 
proflFered to one that is so ferre unworthie of it, from hence- 
forthe I will use the office of my aucthoritie : you shall knowe 
that I am the captaine of this shippe, and have power to com- 
maunde and dispose of thynges at my pleasure ; and seyng 
you have so scornfiiUy rejected me to be your loiall housbande, 
I will now take you by force, and use you at my will, and so 
long as it shall please me will keepe you for myne owne store ; 
there shall be no man able to defende you, nor yet to perswade 
me from that I have determined. 

Silla, with these wordes beyng stroke into a greate feare, did 
thinke it now too late to rewe her rashe attempte, determined 
rather to dye with her owne handes, then to suffer herself to 
be abused in suche sorte ; therefore, she moste humbly desired " 
the captaine, so mucbe as he could, to save her credite, and 
seyng that she must needes be at his will and disposition, 
that for that present he would depart, and suffer till night, 
when in the darke he might take his pleasure, without any 
maner of suspition to the residue of his companie. The cap- 
taine, thinkyng now the goale to be more then half wonne, was 
contented so farre to satisfie her request, and departed out, 
leayyng her alone in his cabin. 

Silla, beyng alone by her self, drue oute her knife, readie to 
strike herself to the harrt, and, fallyng upon her knees, de- 
sired God to receive her soule, as an acceptable sacrifice for 
her follies, whiche she had so wilfully committed, cravyng 
pardon for her sinnes and so forthe, continuyng a long and 
pitifull reconciliation to God, in the middest whereof there 
sodainely fell a wonderfiiU storme, the terrour whereof was 
suche, that there was no man but did thinke the seas would 
presently have swallowed them : the billowes so sodainly arose 
with the rage of the winde, that thei were all glad to fall to 
heaving out of water, for otherwise their feeble gallie had never 
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bin able to have brooked the seas. This storme continued all 
that dale and the next night ; and thei beeyng driven to pnt 
romer before the winde, to keepe the gallie a hed the billowe, 
were driven uppon the maine shore, where the gallie brake all 
to peeces : there was every man providing to save his own 
life; some gat upon hatches, boordes, and casks, asd were 
driven with the waves to and fro ; but the greatest nomW 
were drouned, amongst the whiche Pedro was one ; but Silla 
her self beyng in the caben, as you have heard, tooke holde of 
a cheste that was the captaines, the whiche, by the onely pro- 
vidence of God, brought her safe to the shore, the whiche When 
she had recovered, not knowyng what was become of Pedro 
her manne, she deemed that bothe he and all the rest had been 
drouned, for that she sawe no bodie uppon the shore but her 
self. Wherefore, when she had a while made greate lamenta- 
tions, complainyng her mishappes, she beganne in the ende to 
comforte herself with the hope that she had to see her Appo^ 
lonius, and found suche meanes that she brake open the chest 
that brought her to lande, wherin she found good store of 
coine, and sondrie sutes of apparell that were the captaines* 
And now, to prevent a nomber of injuries that might bee prof- 
fered to a woman that was lefte in her case, she determined to 
leave her owne apparell, and to sort her self into some of those 
sutes, that, beyng taken for a man, she might passe through 
the countrie in the better safetie : and, as she changed her 
apparell, she thought it likewise convenient to change her 
name ; wherefore, not readily happenyng of any other, she 
called her self Silvio, by the name of her owne brother, whom 
you have heard spoken of before. 

In this manor she travailed to Constantinople, where she 
inquired out the palace of the Duke Apolonius; and thinking 
herself now to be bothe fitte and able to plaie the servyngman, 
she presented herself to the Duke, oravyng his service. The 
Duke, verie willyng to give succour unto strangers, perceivyng 
him to bee a proper smogue yong man, gave hym entertain- 
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ment. Silla thought her self now more then satisfied for all 
the casualties that had happened unto her in her journey, that 
she might at her pleasure take but the vew of the Duke 
Apolonius, and above the reste of his servantes was verie dili- 
gent and attendaunt uppon hym ; the whiche the Duke per- 
cevyng, beganne likewise to growe into good likyng with the 
diligence of his man, and therefore made hym one of his cham- 
ber: who but Silvio then was moste neare aboute hym, in 
helpyng of hym to make hym readie in a mornyiig, in the 
settyng of his ruffes, in the keepyng of his chamber ? Silvio 
pleased his maister so well, that above all the reste of his ser- 
vantes aboute hym he had the greatest credite, and the Duke 
put him moste in trust. 

At this verie instaunt there was remainyng in the citie a 
noble Dame, a widowe, whose housebande was but lately de- 
ceased, one of the noblest men that were in the partes of 
Grecia, who left his lady and wife large possessions and greate 
livinges. This ladies name was called Julina, who, besides the 
aboundance of her wealth and the greatnesse of her revenues, 
had likewise the soveraigntie of all the dames of Constantinople 
for her beautie. To this Ladie Julina Apolonius became an 
earnest suter ; and, accordyng to the maner of woers, besides 
fiure woordes, sorrowftiU sighes, and piteous countenaunces, 
there must bee sendyng of lovyng letters, chaines, bracelettes, 
brouches, rynges, tablets, gemmes, juels, and presentes, I 
knowe not what. So my Duke, who in the tyme that he re- 
mained in the lie of Cypres had no skill at all in the arte of 
love, although it were more then half proffered unto hym, was 
now become a scholler in lovers schoole, and had alreadie 
learned his first lesson ; that is, to speake pitifully, to looke 
ruthfiilly, to promise largely, to serve diligently, and to please 
careftdly : now he was learnyng his seconde lesson j that is, 
to reward liberally, to give bountiftiUy, to present willyngly, 
and to write lovyngly. Thus Apolonius was so busied in his 
newe studie, that I warrant you there was no man that could 
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chalenge hym for plaiyng the truant, he followed his profession 
with so good a will : and who must bee the messenger to carrie 
the tokens and love letters to the Ladie Julina, but Silvio, his 
manne : in hym the Duke reposed his onely confidence to goe 
betweene hym and his ladie. 

Now, geutilwomen, doe you thinke there could have been a 
greater torment devised, wherewith to afflicte the harte of 
Silla, then her self to bee made the instrumente to woorke Tier 
owne mishapp, and to plaie the attumey in a cause that made 
so muche againste her self! But Silla, altogether desirous to 
please her maister, cared nothyng at all to oflFende herself, fol- 
lowed his businesse with so good a will, as if it had been in her 
owne preferment. 

Julina, now havyng many tymes taken the gaze of this 
yong youth, Silvio, perceivyng hym to bee of suche excellente 
perfecte grace, was so intangeled with the often sight of this 
sweete temptation, that she fell into as greate a likyng with 
the man as the maister was with herself; and on a tyme, Silvio 
beyng sent from his maister with a message to the Ladie 
Julina, as he beganne very earnestly to solicit in his maister''s 
behalfe, Julina, interruptyng hym in his tale, saied : Silvio, it 
is enough that you have saied for your maister ; from hence- 
forthe, either speake for your self, or saie nothyng at all. 
Silla, abashed to heare these wordes, began in her minde to 
accuse the blindnesse of Love, that Julina, neglectyng the good 
will of so noble a Duke, would preferre her love unto suche a 
one, as nature it self had denaied to recompense her likyng. 

And how, for a tyme leavyng matters dependyng as you 
have heard, it fell out that the right Silvio indeede (whom you 
have heard spoken of before, the brother of Silla) was come to 
his father'*s courte into the He of Cypres 5 where, understanding 
that his sister was departed in maner as you have heard, con- 
jectured that the very occasion did proceade of some liking had 
betwene Pedro her man (that was missyng with her) and her- 
self: but Silvio, who loved his sister as dearly as his owne Ufe, 
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and the rather for that, as she was his naturall sister, bothe 
by father and mother, so the one of theim was so like the other 
in countenaunce and favour, that there was no man able to 
descerne the one from the other by their faces, savyng by their 
aparell, the one beyng a man, the other a woman. 

Silvio, therefore, vowed to his father, not onely to seeke out 
his sister Silla, but also to revenge the villanie whiche he con- 
ceived In Pedro for the carriyng awaie of his sister; and thus 
•departyng, havyng travailed through many cities and tounes, 
without hearyng any maner of newes of those he wente to 
seeke for, at the laste he arrived at Constantinople, where as 
, he was walkyng in an evenyng for his owne recreation, on a 
pleasaunte greene yarde, without the walles of the citie, he 
fortuned to meete with the Ladie Julina, who likewise had 
been abroad to take the aire ; and as she sodainly caste her eyes 
uppon Silvio, thinkyng hym to bee her olde acquaintaunce, by 
reason thei were so like one another, as you have heard before, 
saied unto hym, Sir Silvio, if your haste be not the greater, I 
praie you, let me have a little talke with you, seyng I have 
so luckely mette you in this place. 

Silvio, wonderyng to heare hym self so rightlie named, beyng 
but a straunger, not of above twoo daies continuance in the 
citie, verie courteouslie came towardes her, desirous to heare 
what she would saie. 

Julina, commaunding her traine somthyng^ to stande backe, 
saied as foUoweth : Seyng my good will and frendly love hath 
been the onely cause to make me so prodigall to oflFer that I 
see is so lightly rejected, it maketh me to thinke that men bee 
of this condition, rather to desire those thynges whiche thei 
can not come by, then to esteeme or value of that whiche bothe 
largely and liberallie is oflFered unto theim : but if the liberalitie 
of my proflFer hath made to seme lesse the value of the thing 
that I ment to present, it is but in your owne conceipt, con- 
fiideryng how many noble men there hath been here before, 
and be yet at this present, whiche hath bothe served, sued. 
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and moste humbly intreated, to attaine to that, whiche to you 
of myself I have freely offred, and I perceive is despised, or at 
the least verie lightly regarded. 

Silvio, wonderyng at these woordes, but more amazed that 
she could so rightlie call hym by his name, could not tell what 
to make of her speeches, assuryng hym self that she was de- 
ceived and did mistake hym, did thinke, notwithstandyng, it 
had been a poincte of greate simplicite, if he should forsake 
that whiche Fortune had so favourably proffered unto hym,, 
perceivyng by her traine that she was some ladie of greate 
honour, and vewyng the perfection of her beautie and the ex- 
cellencie of her grace and countenaunce, did thinke it unpos- 
sible that she should be despised, and therefore aunswered 
thus: 

Madame, if before this tyme I have seemed to forgett my 
self, in neglectyng your courtesie whiche so liberally you have 
ment unto me, please it you to pardon what is paste, and frt)m 
this dale forewardes Silvio remaineth readie preste to make 
suche reasonable amendes as his abilitie may any waies permit, 
or as it shall please you to commaunde. 

Julina, the gladdest woman that might bee to heare these 
joyfiill newes, saied : Then, my Silvio, see you faile not to 
morrowe at night to suppe with me at my owne house, where I 
will discourse farther with you what amendes you shall make 
me : to whiche request Silvio gave his glad consente, and thus 
thei departed, verie well pleased. And as Julina did thinke 
the tyme verie long till she had reapte the fruite of her desire, 
so Silvio he wishte for harvest before come could growe, 
thinkyng the tyme as long till he sawe how matters would fall 
out ; but, not knowyng what ladie she might bee, he presently 
(before Julina was out of sight) demaunded of one that was 
walkyng by, what she was, and how she was called ! who satisfied 
Silvio in every poincte, and also in what parte of the toune her 
house did stande, whereby he might enquire it out. 

Silvio, thus departing to his lodging, passed the night with 
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verie unquiet sleapes, and the nexte mornyng his mynde ran 
so muche of his supper, that he never cared neither for his 
breakfast nor dinner ; and the daie, to his seemyng, passed 
awaie so slowlie, that he had thought the statelie steedes had 
been tired that drawe the ohariot of the sunne, or els some 
other Josua had commaunded them againe to stande, and 
wished that Phaeton had been there with a whippe. 

Julina, on the other side, she had thought the clocke setter 
had plaied the knave, the daie came no faster forewardes : but 
sixe a clocke beeyng once stroken, recovered comforte to bothe 
parties ; and Silvio, hastenyng hymself to the pallace of Julina, 
wherby her he was frendly welcomed, and a sumpteous 
supper beeyng made readie, ftimished with sondrie sortes of 
delicate dishes, thei satte them doune, passyng the supper 
tyme with amorous lokes, lovyng countenaunces, and secret 
glaunces conveighed from the one to the other, whiche did 
better satisfie them then the feedyng of their daintie dishes. 

Supper tyme beeyng thus spent, Julina did thinke it verie 
unfitly if she should toume Silvio to goe seeke his lodgyng in 
an evenyng, desired hym therefore that he would take a bedde 
in her house for that night 5 and, briiigyng hym up into a faire 
chamber that was verie riohely fiimished^ she founde suche 
meanes, that when all the reste of her houshold servauntes 
were a bedde and quiet, she came her self to beare Silvio com- 
panie, where, concludyng uppon conditions that were in ques- 
tion between them, thei passed the night with suche joye and 
contentation as might in that convenient tyme be wished for. 
But onely that Julina, feedyng too muche of some one dishe 
above the reste, received a surfet, whereof she could not bee 
cured in fourtie weekes after, a naturall inclination in all 
women whiche are subjecte to longyng, and want the reason to 
use a moderation in their diet : but the momyng approchyng, 
Julina tooke her leave, and conveighed her self into her owne 
chamber ; and when it was faire daie light, Silvio, makyng 
hym self readie, departed likewise about his afiaires in the 
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toune, debatjng with hymself how thynges had happened, 
beyng well assured that Julina had mistaken him ; and, there- 
fore, for feare of further evilles, determined to come no more 
there, but tooke his journey towardes other places in the partes 
of Grecia, to see if he could leame any tidynges of his sister 
Silla. 

The Duke Apolonius, havyng made a long sute and never a 
whit the nerer of his purpose, came to Julina to crave her 
direct aunswere, either to accept of hym and of suche condi- 
tions as he proffered unto her, or els to give hym his laste £u*e- 
well. 

Julina, as you have heard, had taken an earnest penie of 
another, whom she had thought had been Silvio, the Duke'*s man, 
was at a controversie in her self what she might doe : one while 
she thought, seyng her her occasion served so fitt, to crave the 
Duke'*s good will, for the mariyng of his manne ; then againe, 
she could not tell what displeasure the Duke would conceive, 
in that she should seeme to preferre his man before hymself, 
did thinke it therefore beste to conceale the matter, till she 
might speake with Silvio, to use his opinion how these matters 
should be handled : and hereupon resolvyng herself, desiryng 
the Duke to pardon her speeches, saied as foUoweth. 

Sir Duke, for that from this tyme forwardes I am no longer 
of myself, havyng given my foil power and authoritie over to 
another, whose wife I now remaine by faithfuU vowe and pro- 
mise : and albeit I knowe the worlde will wonder when thei 
shall understande the fondnesse of my choice, yet I trust you 
yourself will nothyng dislike with me, sithe I have ment no 
other thing then the satisfiyng of myne owne contentation and 
likyng. 

The Duke, hearyng these woordes, aunswered : Madam, I 
must then content my self, although against my wil, having 
the lawe in your owne handes to like of whom you liste, and 
to make choise where it pleaseth you. 

Julina, givyng the Duke greate tliankes, that would content 
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himself with suche pacience, desired hym likewise to give his 
free consent, and good will to the partie whom she had chosen 
to be her housebande. 

Naie, surely, madam, (q^ the Duke) I will never give my 
consent that any other man shall enjoye you then myself: I 
have made too greate accompt of you, then so lightly to passe 
you awaie with my good will. But seeyng it lieth not in me 
to let you, havyng (as you saie) made your owne choise, so 
from hence forwardes I leave you to your owne likyng, alwaies 
willyng you well, and thus will take my leave. 

The Duke departed towardes his owne house, verie sorrow- 
frill that Julina had thus served hym : but in the meane space 
that the Duke had remained in the house of Julina, some of 
his servantes fell into talke and conference with the servantes 
of Julina 5 where, debatyng betwene them of the likelihood of 
the manage betweene the Duke and the ladie, one of the ser- 
vantes of Julina saied, that he never sawe his ladie and mistres 
use so good countenaunce to the Duke hym self, as she had 
doen to Silvio his manne ; and began to report with what fami- 
liaritie and courtesie she had received hym, feasted hym, and 
lodged hym, and that, in his opinion, Silvio was like to speede 
before the Duke, or any other that were suters. 

This tale was quickly brought to the Duke hymself, who, 
makyng better inquirie in the matter^ founde it to be true that 
was reported ; and, better consideryng of the woordes whiche 
Julina had used towardes hymself, was verie well assured that 
it could bee no other then his owne manne, that had thrust 
his nose so farre out of joynte : wherefore, without any frirther 
respect, caused hym to be thrust into a dongeon, where he was 
kept prisoner in a verie pitifuU plight. 

Poore Silvio, havyng gotte intelligence by some of his fellowes 
what was the cause that the Duke his maister did beare suche 
displeasure unto hym, devised all the meanes he could, as well 
by meditation by his fellowes, as otherwise by petitions and 
supplications to the Duke, that he would suspende his judge- 
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mente till perfecte proofe were had in the matter, and then, if 
any maner of thyng did fe.ll out againste hym, wherby the 
Duke had cause to take any greef, he would confesse hym self 
worthie not onely of imprisonmente, but also of moste vile and 
shamefull death. With these pititions he daiely plied the 
Duke, but all in vaine ; for the Duke thought he had made so 
good proofe, that he was throughlie confirmed in his opinion 
against his man. 

But the Ladie Julina, wonderyng what made Silvio that he 
was so slacke in his visitation, and why he absented hym self 
80 long from her presence, beganne to thinke that all was not 
well ; but in the ende, perceivyng no decoction of her former 
surfette, received as you have heard, and findyng in her self 
an unwonted swellyng in her beallie, assuryng her self to bee 
with child, fearyng to become quite banckroute of her honour, 
did thinke it more then tyme to seeke out a father, and made 
suche secret searche and diligent enquirie, that she learned the 
truthe how Silvio was kepte in prison by the Duke his maister ; 
and mindyng to finde a present remedie, as well for the love 
she bare to Silvio, as for the maintenaunce of her credite and 
estimation, she speedily hasted to the pallace of the Duke, to 
whom she saied as foUoweth. 

Sir Duke, it male bee that you will thinke my coramyng to 
your house in this sorte doeth somethyng passe the limites of 
modestie, the whiche I protest, before God, proceadeth of this 
desire, that the worlde should knowe how justly I soke meanes 
to maintaine my honour. But to the ende I seeme not tedious 
with prolixitie of woordes, nor to use other then direct circum- 
stances, knowe, sir, that the love I beare to my onely beloved 
Silvio, whom I doe esteeme more then all the jewelles in the 
worlde, whose personage I regard more then my owne life, is 
the onely cause of my attempted journey, beseechyng you, that 
all the whole displeasure, whiche I understand you have con- 
ceived against hym, maie be imputed unto my charge, and 
that it would please you lovingly to deale with him, whom of 
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myself I have chosen, rather for the satisfaction of mine honest 
likyng, than for the vaine preheminences or honourable dig- 
nities looked after by ambicious myndes. 

The Duke, having heard this discourse, caused Silvio pre- 
sently to be sent for, and to be brought before hym, to whom 
he saied : Had it not been sufficient for thee, when I had re- 
posed myself in thy fidelitie and the trustinesse of thy service, 
that thou shouldest so traitorously deale with me, but since 
that tyme hast not spared still to abuse me with so many 
forgeries and perjured protestations, not onely hateftill unto 
me, whose simplicitie thou thinkest to bee suche, that by the 
plotte of thy pleasaunt tongue thou wouldest make me be^ 
I«eve a manifest untrothe; but moste habominable bee thy 
doynges in the presence and sight of God, that hast not spared 
to blaspheme his holy name by callyng hym to bee a witnesse 
to muntaine thy leasynges, and so detestably wouldest for-^ 
Bweare thyself in a matter that is so openly knowne. 

Poore Silvio, whose innocencie was suche that he might 
lawfiilly sweare, seing Julina to be there in place, aunswered 
thus. 

Moste noble Duke, well understandyng your conceived 
greefe, moste humbly I beseche you paciently to heare my 
excuse, not mindyng therby to aggravate or heape up youre 
wrathe and displeasure, protestyng, before God, that there is 
nothyng in the worlde whiche I regarde so muche, or dooe 
esteeme so deare, as your good grace and favour ; but desirous 
that your grace should know my innocencie, and to cleare my 
self of suche impositions, wherewith I knowe I am wrongfiiUy 
accused, whiche, as I understande, should be in the practisyng 
of the Ladie Julina, who standeth here in place, whose ac- 
quitaunce for my better discharge now I moste humbly crave, 
protestyng, before the Almightie God, that neither in thought, 
worde, nor deede, I have not otherwise used my self then ac- 
cordyng to the bonde and duetie of a servante, that is bothe 
willyng and desirous to fiirther his maister's sutes ; which if I 
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have otherwise saied then that is true, you, Madame Julina, 
who can verie well deside the depthes of all this doubte, I 
moste humbly beseche you to certifie a trothe, if I have in any 
thyng missaied, or have other wise spoken then is right and 
just. 

Julina, havyng heard this discourse whiche Silvio had 
made, perceivyng that he stoode in greate awe of the Duke's 
displeasure, aunswered thus : Thinke not, my Silvio, that my 
commyng hither is to accuse you of any misdemeanour to- 
wardes your maister, so I dooe not denaie but in all suche 
imbassages wherein towardes me you have been im ployed, you 
have used the office of a faithfuU and trustie messenger, neither 
am I ashamed to confesse, that the first daie that mine eyes 
did beholde the singular behaviour, the notable curtesie, and 
other innumerable giftes wherewith my Silvio is endued, but 
that beyonde all measure my harte was so inflamed, that impos- 
sible it was for me to quenche the fervente love, or extinguishe 
the least parte of my conceived torment, before I had bewraied 
the same unto hym, and of my owne motion craved his pro- 
mised faithe and loialtie of marriage ; and now is the tyme to 
tnanifest the same unto the worldle whiche hath been doen be- 
fore God and betwene ourselves, knowyng that it is not neede- 
fuU to keepe secret that whiche is neither evill doen nor hurt- 
full to any persone. Therefore (as I saied before) Silvio is my 
housbande by plited faithe, whom I hope to obtaine without 
offence or displeasure of any one, trustyng that there is no 
manne that will so farre forget hymself as to restraine that 
whiche God hath left at libertie for every wight, or that will 
seeke by crueltie to force ladies to marrie, otlierwise then ac- 
cordyng to their owne likyng. Feare not then, my Silvio, to 
keepe your faith and promise whiche you have made unto me ; 
and as for the reste, I doubte not thynges will so fall out as 
you shall have no maner of cause to complaine. 

Silvio, amased to heare these woordes, for that Julina by 
her speeche seemed to confirme that whiche he moste of all 
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desired to bee quite of, saied : Who would have thought that 
a ladie of so greate honour and reputation would her self bee 
the embassadour of a thyng so prejuditiall and uncomely for 
her estate ! What plighted promises be these whiche bee 
spoken of? altogether ignoraunt unto me, whiche if it bee 
otherwise then I have saied, you sacred goddes consume me 
straight with flashyng flames of fire. But what woordes might 
I use to give credite to the truthe and innocencie of my cause? 
Ah, Madame Julina ! I desire no other testimonie then your 
owne, I desire no other testimonie then your owne honestie 
and vertue, thinkyng that you will not so muche blemishe the 
brightnesse of your honour, knowyng that a woman is, or 
should be, the image of curtesie, continencie, and shamfast- 
nesse, from the whiche so sone as she stoopeth, and leaveth 
the office of her duetie and modestie, besides the degraduation 
of her honour, she thrusteth her self into the pitte of perpetuall 
in&mie. And as I can not thinke you would so farre forgette 
yourself by the refusall of a noble Duke, to dimme the light of 
your renowne and glorie, whiche hetherto you have maintained 
emongest the beste and noblest ladies, by suche a one as I 
knowe my self to bee, too farre unworthie your degree and 
callyng, so moste humbly I beseche you to confesse a trothe, 
whereto tendeth those vowes and promises you speake of, 
whiche speeches bee so obscure unto mee, as I knowe not for 
my life how I might understande them. 

Julina, somethyng nipped with these speeches, saied : And 
what is the matter, that now you make so little accompte of 
your Julina ? that, beeyng my housband in deede, have tho 
face to denaie me, to whom thou art contracted by so many 
solemne othes ? What ! arte thou ashamed to have mo to thy 
wife? How muche oughtest thou rather to be ashamed to 
breake thy promised faithe, and to have despised the hoKe and 
dreadAiU name of God ? but that tyme constraineth me to laye 
open that whiche shame rather willeth I should dissemble and 
keepe secret, behold me then here, Silvio, whom thou haste 
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gotten with ehilde ; who, if thou bee of suche honestie, as I 
trust for all this I shall finde, then the thyng is doen without 
prejudice, or any hurte to my conscience, consideryng that by 
the professed faithe thou diddest accoumpte me for thy wife, and 
I received thee for my spouse and loyall housbande, swearyng 
by the Almightie God that no other then you have made the 
conquest and triumphe of my chastitie, whereof I cray^ no 
other witnease then yourself and mine owne conscience. 

I praie you, gentilwomen, was not this a foule oversight of 
Julina, that would so precisely sweare so greate an othe that 
she was gotten with ehilde by one that was altogether unftir- 
nishte with implementes for suche a toume ? For God'^s love, 
take heede, and let this bee an example to you, when you be 
with ehilde, how you sweare who is the father before you have 
bad good proofe and knowledge of the partie ; for men be so 
subtill and full of sleight, that, God knoweth, a woman may 
quickly be deceived. 

But now to retume to our Silvio, who, hearyng an othe 
swome so devinely that he had gotten a woman with ehilde, 
was like to beleeve that it had bin true in very deede ; but, 
remembryug his owne impediment, thought it impossible that 
he should committe suche an acte, and therefore, half in a 
chafe, he saied. What lawe is able to restraine the foolishe in- 
discretion of a woman that yeeldeth herself to her owne de- 
sires? what shame is able to bridle or withdrawe her from her 
mynd and madnesse, or with what snaffell is it possible to holde 
her backe &om the execution of her filthinesse i but what ab* 
homination is this, that a ladie of suche a house should so 
forget the greatnesse of her estate, the aliaunce whereof she is 
descended, the nobilitie of her deceased housbande, and maketh 
no conscience to shame and slaunder her self with suche 9 one 
as I am, beyng so farre unfit and unseemely for her degree ! 
but how horrible is it to heare the name of God so defaced, 
that wee make no more accompt but for the maintenaunce of 
our mischifes, we feare no whit at all to forsweare his holy 
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name, as though he were not in all his dealinges mooste 
righteous, true, and juste, and will not onely laie open our 
leasinges to the worlde, but will likewise punishe the same 
with moste sharp and bitter scourges. 

Julina, not able to indure hym to proceede any farther in 
his sermon, was alreadie surprised with a vehement greefe, be- 
gan bitterly to crie out, utteryng these speeches followyng. 

Alas ! is it possible that the soveraigne justice of God can 
abide a mischiefe so greate and cursed ! why maie I not now suffer 
death, rather than the infamie whiche I see to wander before 
myne eyes ? Oh, happie, and more then right happie, had I 
bin, if inconstant fortune had not devised this treason, where 
in I am surprised and caught ! Am I thus become to be in- 
tangled with snares, and in the handes of hym, who, injoiyng 
the spoyles of ray honour, will openly deprive me of my fame, 
by makyng me a common fable to al posteritie in tyme to 
come? Ah, traitour, and discourtious wretche ! is this the re- 
compence of the honest and firme amitie which I have borne 
thee? wherein have I deserved this discourtesie? by loving 
thee more then thou art able to deserve? Is it I, arrant 
theefe ! is it I, uppon whom thou thinkest to worke thy mis- 
chives ? doest thou think me no better worth, but that thou 
maiest prodigally waste my honour at thy pleasure? didest 
thou dare to adventure uppon me, having thy conscience 
wounded with so deadly a treason ? Ah, unhappie, and, above 
all other, most unhappie ! that have so charely preserved myne 
honour, and now am made a praie to satisfie a yong man'^s lust, 
that hath coveted nothyng but the spoyle of my chastitie and 
good name. 

Here withall her teares so gushed doune her cheekes, that 
she was not able to open her mouth to use any ferther speeche. 

The Duke, who stood by all this while and heard this whole 
discourse, was wonderfully moved with compassion towardes 
Julina, knowyng that from her infancie she had ever so ho- 
nourably used herself, that there was no man able to detect 
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ber of any misdemeanour, otherwise then beseemed a ladie of 
her estate : wherefore, beyng ftiUy resolved that Silvio, his 
man, had committed this villanie against her, in a greate fiirie, 
drawyng his rapier, he saied unto Silvio : 

How canst thou, arrant theefe ! shewe thy self so croell and 
carelesse to suche as doe thee honour i Hast thou so little re- 
gard of suche a noble ladie, as humbleth herself to suche a vil- 
laine as thou art, who, without any respecte either of her 
renowne or noble estate, canst be content to seeke the wracke 
and utter mine of her honour? But frame thyself to make 
such satisfaction as she requireth, although I knowe, unworthie 
wretche, that thou art not able to make her the least parte of 
amendes, or I sweare by God that thou shalt not escape the 
death which I will minister to thee with my owne handes, and 
therefore advise thee well what thou doest. 

Silvio, havyng heard this sharpe sentence, fell doune on his 
knees before the Duke, cravyng for mercie, desiryng that he 
might be suffered to speake with the Ladie Julina aparte, pro- 
mising to satisfie her accordyng to her owne contentation. 

Well, (<j the Duke) I take thy worde ; and therewithal! I 
advise thee that thou performe thy promis, or otherwise I pro- 
test, before God, I will make thee suche an example to the 
worlde, that all traitours shall tremble for feare how they doe 
seeke the dishonouryng of ladies. 

But now Julina had conceived so greate greefe againste Sil- 
vio, that there was muche a dooe to perswade her to talkewith 
hym ; but remembryng her owne case, desirous to heare what 
excuse he could make, in the ende she agreed, and beyng 
brought into a place severally by themselves, Silvio beganne 
with a piteous voice to saie as foUoweth. 

I knowe not, madame, of whom I might make complaint, 
whether of you or of my self, or rather of Fortune, whiche 
hath conducted and brought us both into so greate adversitie. 
I see that you receive greate wrong, and I am condemned 
againste all right ; you in perill to abide the brute of spightftdl 
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tongues, and I in daunger to loose the thing that I moste de- 
sire; and although I could alledge many reasons to prov.e 
my saiynges true, yet I referre my self to the experience and 
bountie of your minde. And here with all loosing his gar- 
mentes doune to his stomacke, and shewed Julina his breastes 
and pretie teates, surmountyng farre the whitenesse of snowe 
itself, saiyng: Loe, Madame ! behold here the partie whom you 
have chalenged to bee the &ther of your childe. See, I am a 
woman, the daughter of a noble Duke, who, onely for the love 
of him whom you so lightly have shaken off, have forsaken my 
&ther, abandoned my countreie, and, in manor as you see, am 
become a servyng-man, satisfiyng myself but with the onely 
sight of my Apolonius. And now, Madame, if my passion 
were not vehement, and my tormentes without comparison, I 
would wish that my fained greefes might be laughed to scome, 
and my desembled paines to be rewarded with floutes : but 
my love beyng pure, my travaile continuall, and my greefes 
endlesse, I .trust, madame, you will not onely excuse me of 
crime, but also pitie my distresse, the which, I protest, I would 
still have kept secrete, if my fortune would so have permitted. 

Julina did now thinke her self to be in a worse case then 
ever she was before, for now she knewe not whom to chalenge 
to be the father of her child ; wherfore, when she had told the 
Duke the very certaintie of the discourse which Silvio had 
made unto her, she departed to her owne house, with suche 
greefe and sorrowe, that she purposed never to come out of her 
owne doores againe alive, to be a wonder and mocking stocke 
to the worlde. 

But the Duke, more amased to heare this straunge discourse 
of Silvio, came unto him, whom when he had vewed with 
better consideration, perceived indeede that it was Silla, the 
daughter of Duke Pontus, and imbracing her in his armes, he 
saied. 

Oh, the braunche of all vertue, and the flowre of curtesie it 
self! pardon me, I beseche you, of all suche discourtesies as I 
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have ignorantlie committed towardes you, desiring you that 
without farther memorie of auncient greefes, you will accept of 
me, who is more joyfiill and better contented with your pre- 
sence, then if the whole worlde were at my commaundement. 
Where hath there ever been founde Buche hberalitie in a lover, 
whiche havyng been trained up and nourished emongest the 
delicacies and banquettes of the courte, accompanied with 
traines of many faire and noble ladies, living in pleasure and in 
the middest of delightes, would so prodigallie adventure your 
self, neither fearing mishapps, nor misliking to take suche 
paines as I knowe you have not been accustomed unto i 0, 
liberaUtie never heard of before ! O, &cte that can never bee 
sufficiently rewarded ! 0, true love moste pure and unfained ! 
Here with all sendyng for the moste artificiall woorkmen, he 
provided for her sondrie sutes of sumpteous apparell, and the 
marriage dale appoincted, whiche was celebrated with greate 
triumphe through the whole citie of Constantinople, every one 
prasing the noblenesse of the Duke ; but so many as did be^- 
hold the excellent beautie of Silla gave her the praise above all 
the rest of the ladies in the troupe. 

The matter seemed so wonderfiill and straunge, that the 
brute was spreade throughout all the partes of Grecia, in so 
muche that it came to the hearyng of Silvio ; who, as you have 
heard, remained in those partes to enquire of his sister : he 
beyng the gladdest manne in the worlde, hasted to Constanti- 
nople, where, comming to his sister, he was joyftiUie receved, 
and moste lovynglie welcomed, and entertained of the Duke 
his brother in lawe. After he had remained there twoo or 
three daies, the Duke revealed unto Silvio the whole discourse 
how it happened betweene his sister and the Ladie Julina, and 
how his sister was chalenged for gettyng a woman with childe. 
Silvio, blushyng with these woordes, was striken with greate 
remorse to make Julina amendes, understanding her to bee a 
noble ladie, and was lefte defamed to the worlde through his 
default : he therefore bewraied the whole circumstaunce to the 
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Duke, whereof the Duke beyng verie joyfiill, immediatelie re- 
paired with Silvio to the house of Julina, whom thei founde in 
her chamber in greate lamentation and moumyng. To whom 
the Duke saied : Take courage, madam, for beholde here a gen- 
tilman that will not sticke bothe to father your child and to 
take you for his wife ; no inferiour persone, but the sonne and 
heire of a noble Duke, worthie of your estate and dignitie. 

Julina, seyng Silvio in place, did know very well that he 
was the father of her childe, and was so ravished with joye, 
that she knewe not whether she were awake, or in some dreame. 
Silvio, imbracyng her in his armes, cravyng forgivenesse of all 
that was past, concluded with her the marriage daie, which was 
presently accomplished with greate joye and contentation to all 
parties. And thus, Silvio havyng attained a noble wife, and 
Silla, his sister, her desired housband, thei passed the residue 
of their daies with suche delight as those that have accom- 
pUshed the perfection of their felicities. 
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OF NICANDBR AND LUCILLA. 

THE ARGUMENT OF THE THIRD HISTORIE. 

Lucilla^ a yong maiden endued mth iingtdar beautie^ for ttant 
of a convenievU dovyrie^ was restrained from mariyng her 
beloved Nicander : in the ende^ thrmigh the greate ma^gni- 
ficence of the courteous yong Prince^ Don Hercules^ the onely 
Sonne and heire of Alfonso^ Duke of Farrara^ she teas re- 
leeved with the somme of 2000 crounes ; the which money beyng 
received by the father of Nicander^ the mariage vxis per- 
formed^ to the greate contentation of the noble yong Pnnce, 
bv/t especially to the twoo lovers^ Nicander and Lucilla. 

In the tyrae that Alfonso, firste of that name and third 
duke of Ferrara, governed that state, there was in the citie of 
Ferrara a gentle yonge gentlewoman, named Lucilla, borne 
of a noble familie, but by the frowardnesse of blinde fortune 
reduced to greater povertie then her vertues did deserve; 
whose beautie appeared to be suche, in the prime and flower 
of her yeres, as it filled with marvaile all those that caste 
their eyes upon her. Of this gentlewoman was fervently ena- 
moured a gallant yong gentleman, whose name was Nicander, 
and in like sorte borne of noble blood, and desired nothyng 
more then to be joyned with her in matrimonie ; but she 
beyng, as it is saied, poore, though of noble parentage, and 
endued with singular vertues, the father of the yong gentle- 
man disdained her : who (as for the moste parte we see old 
men naturally enclined to covetise) regardyng rather the 
wealth that their daughters in lawe are to bryng into their 
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families, then either birthe, vertue, or giftes of the minde, 
could in no wise be perswaded or intreated to content his 
Sonne in that behalf, and to suffer hym to enjoye his love, by 
takyng her to wife ; alledgyng, that the first thing that was to 
bee considered in manage was the dowrie and the woman ; for 
that the vertues of the women doe not enriche the houses 
wherein thei came (said he), but the qualitie of gooddes and 
wealthe that thei brought with them. 

The coveteous disposition of the father of Nicander was 
cause that these twoo yong folke languished in miserable love ; 
for although their flames were of equall force and heate, yet 
the yong gentlewoman, beyng of a verie honest minde, nor the 
yong gentleman, never thinking upon any other meanes then 
honestly to enjoye his desire, without touche or breache of her 
honor, and the obstinate wilfiilnesse of the old man beyng 
cast, as a barre or blocke, betweene the unitie and concorde of 
their twoo mindes, thei lived in greate torment, eche con- 
sumyng, as it were meltyng awaie with desire, for love of eche 
other. Whilest their mutuall love continued in this sorte, 
eche dale with lesse hope then other through the obstinacie 
of th"*old carle, it happened that Don Hercules, the Duke'^s 
onely sonne and heire, beyng then in the freshest tyme of his 
youth, passing by the streate where this gjentle woman dwelt, 
sawe her standyng in her doore, apparailed in white ; whiche 
kinde of attire encreased greatlie her naturall beautie, and 
consideryng somewhat curiously the comelinesse and excel- 
lencie of her personage, together with her perfection of beautie, 
he received with suche force into his imagination the firste im- 
pression of theim bothe, that from thence forward her lively 
image semed continually to be before his eyes : by the con- 
sideration whereof he grewe by degrees to conceive so vehe- 
ment a desire to enjoye the singularitie which he sawe in her, 
that he thought it impossible for hym to live if he did not 
attaine it. 
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And ofte tymes discoursyng to hym self thereof, he would 
Baie, What injurie hath fortune doen unto this feire gentle- 
woman, that as nature hath been liberall in bestowyng of 
beautie upon her, meete for any greate princes, she hath not 
likewise caused her to bee borne of some kyng or mightie 
prince! which if she were, I would never cease till I had 
founde the meanes to gett her to bee my wife, and so enjoye 
her as myne owne, with the safetie of her honour, and with 
the satisfiwtion and contentment of my &ther. 

But in the ende, although he sawe her degree to be &rre 
nnequall to his, to wishe, or to procure any suche matche, 
yet ceased he not by all the meanes he could to win her good 
will, Mid now by one devise, and now by another, to induce 
her to love hym, and to yeelde to his fervent desire. But all 
in vaine : for where many others would have taken it for a 
great good fortune, that suche a prince should have &llen in 
love with theim, Lucilla, consideryng the basenesse of her 
degree in respecte of the high estate of her newe lover, reputed 
it to bee a greate mishappe unto her, as she that considered 
that she could not nourishe or entertaine any suche love, but 
with the harme and prejudice of yer honour. Besides that, 
she feared least that Nicander should once perceive that this 
yong prince hunted after that haunte, he would forsake her, 
fer feare of &rther displeasure : wherefore to avoide both in* 
conveniences, whereas till then she was wont to shewe herself 
sometyme at the dore, sometyme at the windowes, she now 
retired herself in suche sort that she could never be seen but 
on the Sondaies and holie dales, as she went to a little churche 
nere adjoinyng to the house. Wherefore Nicander not a little 
mervailyng, and greatly troubled in spirite, fearying that 
Lucilla (waveryng as women use to doe) had forsaken hym, 
and turned her affection elswhere, as one full of gelousie and 
gree^ for feult of better comforte he would watche his tymes, 
andfoUowe her to that churche, there to feede his fancie with a 
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looke or twoo, whiche yet amid his miserie he semed to esteeme 
as a releef, without the whiche he could not live. Finally, 
not beyng able to endure those tormentes that this absence 
and straungenesse of his ladie caused hym to feele, he sent 
unto her a convenient messenger with a letter, conteinyng 
this effecte : — 

The birde whiche long hath lived in pleasant feeld, 
Esteemes no whit his cage of wreathed golde : 

The dulced note, wharewith he pearst the skie. 
For greef of mynde he can not then unfolde. 

Yet lives he still, but better were to die ; 

More worse then death, even suche a life have I. 

The turtle true, of his deceased mate 

Bewailes the want, he reakes no more of blisse : 

The swellyng swanne doeth hardly brooke the place, 
When he his beste beloved bride doeth misse. 

Suche is my joye : Nicander needes must die, 
Lucilla doeth his wonted presence flie. 

How can I live, that double death possesse ? 

How should I joye, that drenched am in thrall ? 
What foode male feede, or beare a pleasaunt taste. 

Where as the harte lies bathed still in gall ? 
If this be life, then life bee farre from me. 

And welcome death, to set Nicander free ! 

What cause, my deare, hath thy Nicander wrought, 

That makes thee shunne in whom thou shouldst deliffht ? 

What moves thy mynde to mewe thee up so close. 
And keepe thee from thy beste-beloved sight? 

If I offended have, then charge me when and how : 
Nicander shall hym cleare, or to thy mercie bow. 
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If no offence, but fonde conceipt hath taken holde, 
Gondempne hym not that shewes his giltlesse hande ; 

Who bother to hath never ment the thyng, 
That justly might against your honour stande : 

If giltie I, I aske no other grace. 

Give dome of death, and doe my sute de&ce. 

I saie no more, but as I doe deserve, 

So shewe the fruite of my deserved hire ; 
Seeme not so straunge unto thy faithfull frende. 

Whose absence setts my scorchyng harte on fire : 
But as my love to thee no tongue can tell, 

Esteeme the like of me, and so &rewelL 

Thyne owne Nicander. 

The yong gentlewoman, who had fixed all her thoughtes 
and settled all tlie contentmentes of her harte onely upon Nican- 
der, neither desiryng anythyng in the worlde so muche as to 
please and content hym, felte an intollerable perplexitie of 
minde, in that she sawe hym groove thus at her late straunge- 
nesse ; and yet thought it better that he should complaine, then 
come by any knowledge of the love that Don Hercules did 
beare her : wherefore, hidyng from hym the matter, replied in 
this sorte. 

The birde whiche is restrainde 

Of former hartes delighte, 
I must confess, twixt life and death, 

Doeth alwaie combate fight. 

So doeth the harte, compelled 

By heste of parentes will, 
Obaye for feare ; yet forst by love, 

Continues constant still. 
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No absence by consent, 

My deare Nicander, I 
Have wrought to worke thy wo, from thee, 

Like Gressed false, to flie. 

Ne shall I live to lothe 

What maie content thy minde : 
Hap life or death, as true as Steele 

Thou shalt Lucilla finde. 

Thy eares shall never heare. 

Nor eyes shall never see, 
That any wight shall reape the fruite 

Whiehe planted was for thee. 

Then frame thyself, my deare. 

To take, against thy will. 
Our absence in good part, till tyme 

Maie better happe fulfill. 

And there withall receive 

This pledge to cure thy paine : 
My harte is thyne, preserve it well, 

Till we twoo meete againe. 

Ever thyne, Lucilla. 

This sweete aunswere mitigated not a little the moode of 
the yong gentleman, and so he framed himself the best he could 
to toUerate the absence of his Lucilla. On the other side, Don 
Hercules, who in like manor founde hymself deprived of the sight 
of that yong ladie, whom he loved extremely, was very muche 
discontented, and perceivyng that neither messages, nor faire 
offers, with large giftes sent unto her, whereof never any were 
accepted, could once move her to shewe herself courteous unto 
hym of so muche as a looke, and consideryng the povertie 
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wherein her mouther lived now in her latter yeree, beganne to 
imagine that it would be muche easier for him, by offeryng her 
liberally where withall to marrie her daughter, to perswade 
her to yeeld her into his handes, then to winne the yong 
gentlewoman to his desires. 

Wherefore, havyng sent a fitt persone to Lucilla's mother, to 
let her understande, that if she would be content that the 
yong Prince might enjoye her daughter, he would give her 
suche a dowrie, in recompence of his pleasure, that no gentle- 
man of what degree soever should for her povertie refiise to 
take her to wife : whereas, if she refused that good offer, she 
should therby be constrained, through necessitie, either to be- 
stowe her upon some artificer, or craftes man ; or, if she 
would needes marrie her to a gentleman, she must give her to 
some suche as was so poore, as that she should live all the 
daies of her life in want and miserie : the whiche in effect 
would be nothyng els but to bee cruell towardes her owne 
daughter, in barring that good hap whiche he did offer, besides 
the favour that he should be able to shewe, in fiirtheryng her 
manage, to bothe their endlesse comfortes. The mother, beyng 
often soUicited, and summoned to this effecte, and on the one 
side punished with povertie, and on the other charged with 
yeres, bothe whiche pressed her verie muche, after divers dis- 
courses made to and fro with her self, lastly she saied : And 
where to ought I to have regarde, but to the wealthe and pro- 
fite of my daughter, whiche bothe she shall reape aboundauntly, 
if, by the givyng herself unto this yong Prince, he doeth be- 
stowe upon her that dowrie whiche he hath promised ; and 
although, in doyng thereof, there be some touch and spotte to 
my daughter's honour and myne, yet shall it bee so recom- 
pensed with the benefite of her dowrie, that the profite will be 
greater then the harme. And if therein be any offence, the 
blame thereof is not to be imputed unto me, but unto my 
evill fortune, that hath brought me into this miserable neces- 
sitie. Besides, that my daughter beyng now alreadie eightene 
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yeres of age, and of moste singular beautie, and myself alreadie 
so olde, that from daie to daie I maie looke to goe to my grave, 
I might happen to dye, and Teave her without any governement 
or oversight, and she, stirred with those appetites where to 
yonge folkes are enclined, through the frailtie of her sexe, and 
the povertie wherein I shall leave her, be brought to yeelde 
her self into the handes of some suche one as would not have 
due regard unto her callyng, but bring her- unto the spoile. 

And after these and suche like discourses, sondrie times had 
with herself, finally she sent hym worde, that if it would please 
hym, she would gladly speake with hym herself: whiche he 
havyng understoode, caused her to be brought one evenyng 
into a place where thei twoo alone might talke, and there, 
havyng given her oportunitie to saie what she would, thus she 
began. 

Sir, the weapons wherewith necessitie and my povertie hath 
assaulted me, have been so sharpe and so pearcyng, that, 
although I have endevoured, all the waies I could devise, to re- 
sist and defende myself from them, yet in thende I have been 
forced to yeeld, as vanquished and overcome, and constrained 
to do that with my daughter, as to thinke of it onely I am so 
abashed, that I dare not for shame lifte up myne eyes to be- 
holde you. But forasmuche as no other thyng hath perswaded 
me thereunto, but the desire whiche I have to get her a dowrie 
wherewith I maie afterward bestowe her honestly, I beseche 
you to be content to extende your liberalitie in suche sort, as 
she maie have that large dowrie which it hath pleased you to 
promise me. 

Thereof I assure you, (saied the Prince) and larger too then 
hath been spoken of to you, besides : and, also, I will minister 
suche releefe unto you for your owne state, that you shall have 
cause to give me thankes for the same. 

•Then replied the olde gentlewoman, and saied : Since that 
you perceive, sir, that no desire to make marchaundize of my 
daughter, but extreame povertie, whereunto my froward for- 

H 2 
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tune hath brought me, doeth drive me to this exigent, I doe 
likewise besech you, that you will come unto my daughter at 
suche tyme as I shall devise mo^e convenient, with as muche 
regard unto her credite as maie be possible. I will therein be 
ruled wholie by you, answered the yong Prince ; and looke in 
what sorte you will appoint me to come, so shall it be. 

The first thyng, then, sir, (<j she) that I thinke requisite, 
is that you come alone, without any companie, when I shall 
assigne you the tyme, so that the thyng rest secret betweene 
you and me and my daughter, and no occasion be given to 
publishe it, whereby my daughter might leese her good name. 

This courteous yong Prince was there withall well content, 
and that beyng concluded and agreed upon, she saied further : 
I knowe, sir, the honestie of my daughter to bee suche, that 
if I should open my lippes unto her of any suche matter, she 
would not onely rejecte any perswasion that I might use unto 
her, but also ridde her self out of my house. And, therefore, 
leaste that should happen, and to the ende that you maie have 
your desire, and she have a dowrie, wherewith she maie be 
maried, if not with all the honour that the state and callyng 
wherein she was borne doeth require, yet with the leaste harme 
that maie be possible, since my hard happe is suche, and that 
my povertie doeth so constraine me, I have determined to doe 
herein as you shall heare. My daughter useth to lye in a lowe 
chamber, neare unto the streate doore of my house, in the 
whiche chamber I my self in like sorte am wont to lye, when- 
soever we two remaine alone in the house, as often tymes we 
doe ; and commonly I, rising early in the mornyng about such 
businesse as I have, doe leave my daughter in bed, where she 
slepeth some tymes two howres or three after that I am gone. 
To morowe mornyng, therefore, will I rise and leave her alone 
in that chamber, and will set open the streate doore, so as you 
shall not neede but to pushe at it, and the chamber dore like- 
wise. You shall come very early, as we have concluded, all 
alone, and entryng into the chamber, there shall you finde my 
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dauojhter, and abide with her as long as it shall please yourself. 
But I doe once againe, sir, beseche you, as I have doen before, 
that the matter maie passe secrete, and not to bee imparted to 
any other then to us three, to the ende, that where I suflFer 
myself to be led through necessitie to doe that whiche I doe, 
and with an entent to place my daughter in mariage, by the 
meane of that dowrie whiche you doe give her, the case beyng 
knowne, we reape not etemall shame and in&mie. 

At this devise, the yong Prince paused a while, thinking it 
straunge that he should goe to a yong maide, that not onely 
was unwillyng-, but also not so muche as made privie of his 
commyng, did what he cpuld to refiise that meane, and to per- 
swade the mother to devise some better. But at the last, 
seyng none other could be founde more fitte for the purpose, 
beyng pricked forwarde with the vehemencie of that appetite 
whiche love had stirred up in him, consideryng himself to be a 
Prince, and a gallant yong gentilman, and that he should be 
alone with his love, thought that it should not be harde for hy m 
to Wynne her to his will ; and so [was] content to doe as the 
olde gentilwoman had devised. And beyng parted cache from 
other, he began to attende the commyng of the nexte momyng, 
and all that night, which seemed longer unto him then a hole 
yeare, he laie with his thoughtes and imaginations in the armes 
of his Lucilla. As soon as the dale began to peepe, Don Her- 
cules, all alone, as he had promised to the mother, went to the 
house of his ladie, and findyng the doores open^ accordyng to 
promise, entered into the chamber wherein Lucilla laie, and 
havyng barred the doore, approched neere the bedde wherein 
she laie. 

It was in the moneth of Julie, which season in that countrie 
is extreme hotte, by reason whereof Lucilla, toumblyng from 
one side of the bedde unto the other, had rolled of all the 
clothes wherewith she had been covered, so as she had lefte 
herself all naked ; and in that sorte he found her, with coralles 
about her necke and her armes, whiche with the difference of 
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their raddie coaler did sette out and beautifie greatly the ex- 
cellent fairenesse of her white bodie. She laie a slope upon 
her backe, with her handes cast oyer her hedde (as for the 
moste parte yong women are wont to dooe) so that forthwith 
the yong Prince discovered her from toppe to toe : and con- 
sideryng with a greedie eye all her whole bodie, not onely he 
commended her to hymself so naked, as he had dooen whilest 
she was apparailed, but also did so singularlie well like her in 
that state, that he thought he saw rather some divine thing, 
or some goddesse come doune from heaven, to heape hym with 
happinesse, then a mortall creature ; and beganne to allowe 
and commende his owne judgemente, in that he had placed his 
love uppon so excellente and rare a peece. And therewith 
bowying doune hymself to give her a kisse, and so to awaken 
her, beholde she opened her eyes, whiche right well resembled 
twoo faire shinyng starres : and where she was used to see 
none other other bodie in that chamber but her mother when 
she waked, now seyng this young Prince standyng thus over 
her, and findyng herself in that sorte all naked, -she gave a 
greate skritche, and saied — 

*' Out, alas! sir, (for she knewe hym straight waie), what 
evill happe hath brought you hither at this tyme V and in so 
saiyng, as one wonderfullie ashamed to bee seene in that 
plight, she wrapped about her one of the sheetes, and began 
with a loude voice to call her mother. 

But perceiving that her mother would not heare, and that 
she called in vaine, she began to imagine that she was con- 
sentyng unto his commyng thither, and lamentyng with teares 
that trickled doune her cheekes, like droppes of dewe hanging 
^' uppon roses in a Maie morning, she said, " Alas ! now I see 

my mother also hath betrayed me.*" Whiche thyng the 
young Prince understandyng, saied unto her : " Trouble not 
yourself, nor greeve not (feir damsell) at my commyng hether, 
but rather rejoyce that your, singuler beautie hath so enflamed 
me, as one in a manor forgettyng my estate have beene con- 
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tented to come hether all alone, as a private manne, to enjoye 
your companie, if it will please you to accepte my good will ; 
whiche though a thousande other dames of this citie dooe 
wishe, and would bee glad of, yet have I deemed none of them 
worthie thereof but yourself. And seeyng your mother, who 
hath that power over you, that in reason she ought to have 
over her childe, and knoweth beste what is for your good and 
commoditie, doeth consent hereunto, you (in my judgement) 
are not but to shewe yourself in like sorte content ; for in 
givyng yourself to me, you doe not abase or caste yourself 
away upon any vilde persone, but shewe yourself courteous 
unto a Prince, whom your beautie hath made thrall, and in 
whom you shall finde nothyng but gratefiiU courtesie, to your 
benefite and satisfaction.'*'' 

« 

And with these, and other like wordes, stretched forthe his 
hande towarde her breastes, that were like two little balles of 
ivorie, and drawing nere here to kisse her, she, with her 
hande thrustyng hym modestly back, saied thus — " Sir, I 
beseche you, by the princely nobilitie that is in you, and 
by that love which you say you beare me, that it wil please 
you not to force me, or to seeke at my hands anything against 
my will 5 and that since my mother, who ought to have beene 
the cheef defender of mine honestie, hath abandoned and for- 
saken me, you will yet of your courtesie vouchsafe to give me 
the hearyng of a fewe wordes, whiche the speciall care I have 
of mine honour doeth force me to expresse." 

The courteous yong Prince, at this request, staid hymself 
proceadyng any further 5 and not beeyng desirous to have her, 
but with her owne good will, stoode still to heare what it was 
that Lucilla would saie unto hym, yet ever hoping with faire 
meanes to winne her at the laste, and she wepyng verie ten- 
derly, beganne to say unto him in this sorte. 

" I am verie sorie, moste noble Prince (q^ she), that fortune 
hath been so muche myne enemie, that she hath made me a 
woman farre unworthie and unmeete for you ; for that you, 
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beyng so great a Prince as you are, and I so meane a gentle- 
woman, I see so greate a space and distaunce between your 
high estate and my lowe degree, that betweene us there can 
be no portion, or convenient equalitie. For the whiche cause 
(sir) I, consideryng myne owne estate, and not mindyng to 
exceade my callyng, hare a good while since chosen Nicander 
to be my lover, who in respect of his bloud, though he bee 
richer then I, is no whitte nor more noblie borne then myself 
am. By reason of whiche conformitie of bloud and birthe, our 
love is likewise growne to be equall, and equall the desire in 
us bothe, he to have me to his wife, and I to have hym for 
my housbande : but the coveteousnesse (let it be lawfoU for 
me to saie so) of his father is suche, that although he knoweth 
me to be a gentilwoman borne, yet because I am not of that 
wealth, as to bryng him so greate a dowrie as his riches per- 
chaunce require, he despiseth me, and will not yeeld by any 
perswasion his good will and consent, that wee male matche 
together accordyng to our desire. Neverthelesse (sii*) I, con- 
sideryng how fervently this yong gentleman loveth me, and 
that alreadie we are in mynd united and knitte together, with 
consent, &ith and love, doe yet believe, assuredly, that God, 
of his speciale goodnesse and favour, will graunt us his assured 
grace, that we maie one daie bee joyned together in the holie 
state of matrimonie. Which thyng, if it should happen and 
come to passe, I not havyng any thyng els to bryng with me 
for my dowrie but my virginitie, am determined and fully 
resolved (by Grod's help) to give it unto hym, as pure and 
unspotted as I brought it from my mother^s wombe : and if 
my unhappie chaunce and fortune be such, as that I can not 
have Nicander to my housbande, I have concluded with myself 
(by the grace of God) never to couple my self to any man 
living, but to give and vowe me wholie unto Almightie God, 
and in his service to spende my dales a virgine, in continuall 
fastyng and praier. Therefore (moste excellent Prince) if 
honestie, if justice, if religion, have that power and force in 
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your noble mynde, whiche in reason they ought to have, I 
doe beseche you, and for that love's sake that you saie you 
beare me, that you will preserve and kepe unstained my ho- 
nestie, and that it would please you, with the sounde discourse 
of reason, to temper that fervent appetite whiche hath brought 
you bother, to the prejudice and breache of my honestie and 
credit. In doyng whereof you shall shewe yourself to be, in 
deede, that noble Prince, that the highnesse of your birthe 
and bloud doeth promise you should be 5 whereas, if you should 
force and violate me, a virgine and a weake maid without 
defence, there could thereof ensue nought else to me but dis- 
honor and reproche, and withall small praise would it be unto 
your excellencie, when it shall be said that you had overcome 
a simple damsel." And here, being interrupted with sobbes 
and teares, excedyng for the greefe of her minde, casting 
doune her eyes for shame and sorowe, she helde her peace, 
attending what her hap, and the goodnesse of the Prince, 
should dispose of her, in whose courtesie she had reposed all 
her hope and confidence. 

This yong Prince, understanding the honest desire of 
Lucilla, first praised her greatly to hymself for the cfaastnes 
of her minde, and beyng moved with the magnanimitie of his 
noble minde, though he were pricked with the sharpest darte 
of the blind boyes quiver, and that his ardent appetite did still 
stirre hym to the accomplishment of his desire, yet con- 
quering himself with reason, he turned all the love whiche 
erst he bare unto this young ladie into compassion of her 
estate, and thus he saied unto her. " The vertue and ho- 
nestie of thy mynde, faire damsell, doe require that I should 
make no lesse accompt of thine honour, then if I were come 
hether to no other entent then to defende it against any other 
that should goe aboute to staine or spot it: therefore, not 
onely thou needest not to feare any violence at my handes, 
but also maiest hope that I will not &ile to further this thy 
chast purpose, so that thou maiest enjoy that yong gentleman 
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whiche thou hast chosen for thy hoosband, with all the honour 
and satisfiwtion that appertaineth to the honestie of thy 
minde ; and, therefore, since nothyng els doeth let thee from 
the gettyng of him but the povertie of thy state, whereunto thy 
frowarde fortune hath unworthily brought thee, I will myself 
supplie in that behalf that wherein she hath failed, and cor- 
recte with ray liberalitie the injurie that she hath doen thee." 
And havyng so said, he hymself opened the doore and called 
her mother, who had gotten herself into a chamber, and 
there sate bewailyng the miserie of her state, whereby she 
had been driven in suche sorte to prepare a dowrie for her 
daughter. 

She beyng come, he saied unto her : " Gentlewoman, if erst 
I came hether as a lover unto your daughter, now I will de- 
parte and leave her as if I were her brother, leavyng her 
honour no lesse safe and untouched then I founde it, for so 
deserveth her vertue that I should deale with her. And for- 
asmuch as I perceive she is- in love with a yong gentleman 
whom I well knowe, and is in my opinion very worthie of it, 
and that he in like sorte is in love with her, and that onely 
the want of a reasonable dowrie is the cause, that she can not 
become his wife as she desireth, I am content to bestowe 
upon her, for her contentment, that summe for her dowrie 
whiche I had purposed to have given her in recompence of 
my contentation, to the ende that this her honest desire maie 
have that eflfecte, whiche is moste convenient to so greate and 
well grounded an affection, and that her greate honestie and 
vertue doe deserve. Therefore sonde you this dale unto my 
treasorer, and he shall forthwith disburse unto you 2000 
pounde, which shalbe the dowrie of this your gentle and 
honest daughter."' 

And tumyng hym self towarde the yong gentlewoman, he 
said unto her : " And as for you, faire damsell {q^ he), I crave 
nothyng els now at your handes, but that you keepe this feith 
of yours, wherewith you are lincked unto your lover, inviolate 
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and unspotted, even as I doe leave you inviolate and unspotted 
in your mother''s handes/' How greate the joye of the mo- 
ther was when she sawe the honestie of her daughter (as it 
were) resaved out of this yong princes handes by the force of 
her owne vertue, male better be imagined then expressed with 
wordes 5 but, above all joyes, the joye of Lucilla exceded all 
other, when she understoode that, through the magnificence 
and liberalitie of the noble yong Prince, she was to have her 
Nicander for her housbande. 

And toumyng her eyes, full of modestie, towardes him she 
saied : " I could not (sir) have had any more certaine and in- 
&llible token of your love towarde me, then that whiche now 
of your greate courtesie and bountie you have shewed me ; 
whiche I acknowledge to bee so greate, that I am bounde to 
yeeld your excellencie my most humble and infinite thankes. 
But forasmuche as wordes do faile me wherewith I might doe 
it, I must beseche you that it maie reste in your discrete 
judgement to consider how muche I confesse myself to bee 
your debtor, when woordes dooe faile me, to yeeld you, at the 
least, thankes for so greate a benefite. This onely will I sale 
unto your grace, tljat the remembraunce of so noble an acte 
shall never weare out of my minde; and that I will, so long 
as I live, praie unto Almightie God so to preserve and main- 
taine your noble persone, as you of your goodnesse have saved 
mine honestie, and so to graunt you the accomplishement of 
all your noble desires, as you have offered me to make nie 
content of mine, by havying my Nicander to bee my hous- 
bande : unto whom, as well because I have ever been so dis- 
posed, as for that it hath pleased your excellencie to com- 
maunde me, I will alwaies keepe sounde and unstained that 
faithe, whiche through your courtesie shall joyne me to him 
in mariage.'' 

The damsell seemed unto the Prince at that instaunt to bee 
in a manor greater then she was in deede, when she once 
stoode assured of the savegarde of her honestie 5 and deli;jht- 
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ing no lesse in the excellencie of her minde, then he had be- 
fore doen in the beautie of her bodie, he departed from her. 

And havyng caused the two thousande pounde to be paied 
unto her mother, as he had promised, he went unto the Duke, 
his father, and tolde hym all that had passed betweene Lucilla 
and hym : the maner whereof liked so well the Duke, that he 
concluded with hymself that all the vertues, that ever had been 
before that tyme in his progenitours, would hee moste excel- 
lently joy ned in hym. 

This yong Prince required his father to sende for Niean- 
der'^s father, and to perswade hym to agree that his soonne 
might matche with Lucilla, since that she was provided and 
fiirnished with so reasonable a dowrie ; which thyng the Duke 
did with a very good will, for that he knewe that if his sonne 
should have taken in hande to perswade the old manne to any 
suche matter, it might have stirred some suspition in his head 
why the Prince should so dooe. And havyng sent for hym 
accordyngly, when he was come, the Duke, after some familiar 
speeches of course and courtesie, tolde hym he was desirous 
that his soonne Nicander should take Lucilla to be his wife, 
who as well for her birthe, as for the rare gfftes of her mynde 
(as he had learned), was worthie to be wife to any greate 
lorde. The old gentleman aunswered, that although she had 
those vertues and giftes which he spake of, and were verie well 
borne, yet had she not any dowrie convenient, or agreeahle to 
his wealthe, whereby she might deserve to bee matched with 
his Sonne. " Yes, Marie,*" said the Duke, ** for I myself 
because I would not have so greate vertue as is in. her to bee 
oppressed by fortune''s spight, have bestowed upon her twoo 
thousande pounde to serve for her dowrie. 

The old manne, hearyng of suche a somme, was very wel 
content to dooe as the Duke would have hym, and the nexte 
daie, through the liberalitie of the Prince, the mariage was 
concluded and knitte up, which had so long been delaied and 
hindered by the coveteousnesse of the old manne, and the 
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povertie of Lucilla, with the infinite joye and contentment of 
the twoo young lovers, who had long wished and desired that 
happie daie. 

What vertue, or what continence of Alexander, or of Scipio, 
maie be compared to this ! Scipio abstained from the yong 
gentlewoman whiche was presented unto hym in Spaine, 
Alexander from Darius his daughter ; but it was verie easie 
for either of theim so to dooe, as well because thei were in the 
furie of warre, and the soundes of drurames and trumpettes, 
as for that those women were of a strange nation, and ene- 
mies unto them, and never before that tyme seen of any of 
them, rauche lesse desired : whereas this yonge Prince, who 
even bathyng as it were in blisse, livyng at his ease and 
pleasure, in the flower of his youthe, and in the heate of his 
amorous flames, had a yong gentlewoman, of a rare beautie, 
not of straunge nation, or any otherwise to be hated, but ex- 
tremely beloved, in his handes, and voluntarily yeelded and 
committed unto hym by her owne mother ; and yet not onely 
tempered hymself, and refrained to defile her chast and honest 
bodie, but also bestowed liberally her dowrie uppon her, to the 
ende that an other might enjoye her, and bee her housbande, 
whom she had chosen to love and like of, did, without all 
question, farre exceade all humaine courtesie in so noble and 
so vertuous an acte. Whereby he made apparent, that al- 
though he were pricked forward with the sharpe spurres of 
love and his sensuall appetite, yet was he of that highnesse of 
courage, and of that constancie of minde, that he was able not 
onely to conquer him self, but also to subdue the forces cf 
love, whereunto bothe mortall mennes valour doeth commonly 
yeeld, and the very power of the goddes. themselves (if we 
shall beleeve the fables of the auncient writers) hath shewed 
itself often tymes inferiour. 

And thus this honeste damsell Lucilla, by the meanes of 
her chastitie, the vertue and excellencie whereof did winne 
and maister the harte of that yonge Prince, muche more then 
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the perfection of her bodily beaatie had dooen before, obtained 
the thjng she moste desired and joyed in, whiche was to have 
Nicander to her hoasebande : with whom she lived ever after 
in greate contentment and happinesse, still nourishyng with 
kinde and lovyng demeanour, eche to other, that fervent 
affection which, from their first acquaintance, had taken fiill 
possession of bothe their liberties. 
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OF FINEO AND FIAMMA. 

THE ARGUMENT OF THE IIH HISTORIE. 

The harde adventure of Fineo with his beloved Fiamma^ who^ 
after sondrie conflictes of fortune^ were in the ende aolde as 
slaves to the Kyng of Twnise ; who^ seying their perfecte love^ 
earned them to be maried^ and after honouryng theim with 
sondrie presentes^ sent them home to Savona^ where by their 
parentes andjreendes thei were joyfully received. 

In Geneva, one of the fairest and moste famous cities of 
Italie, there was sometyme a yong gentlewoman of excellent 
beautie, called Fiamma, that was in love with a yong gentle- 
man of Savona (a citie subjecte unto the state of Geneva, and 
distaunte from thence aboute thirtie miles) whose name was 
Fineo; and their love beeyng mutuall, and tendyng to no 
other ende then to be linked and joyned together by mar- 
riage, thei would not long have staied to bryng their honest 
desires to a good ende and conclusion, had not the father of 
the gentlewoman refiised his consente, and shewed hymself 
contrary to this their love and good will 5 for he misliking 
with the matche, either for that he purposed to place her 
better, or because he would not have her married to any man 
that should carry her out of Geneva, did ofte tymes chide 
and reprehende his daughter, for castyng her aflfection uppon 
that yong gentleman, that i^as a straunger unto theim, and in 
effecte but a subjecte, though he were bothe of blood and 
richesse equall unto them. 

But for all that the father could doe, or any other of her 
frendes, the fire whiche love had kindled in this yong couples 
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breastes slaked no whit at all, but still encreased, bothe 
hopyng in the ende to winne her freendes good will, and at- 
taine the fruites of their desired love. This yong damsell had 
to her brother a stout and valiant yong gentleman, who being 
offended greatly that Fineo should continue his love towarde 
his sister, and foUowe the pursute of that whiche he knewe 
well enough her freendes were unwillyng to yeeld unto, had 
caused hym to bee spoken unto, and to be warned that he 
should desiste and leave to soUicite her ; but he for all that 
ceased not, but continued his suite. Wherfore this brother of 
hera determined to make him leave of by foi*ce and dint of 
sworde ; for although there were at that time a very straight 
lawe in the citie that no manne should weare his sworde, and 
paine of death appointed for him that should hurte any man 
with any weapon, yet bothe these gentlemen weare their 
swordes, for that thei bothe had charge of soldiers, that laye 
then in garrison for defence of the citie. 

And havyng one daie mette Fineo in the streate alone, and 
hymself beyng very well accompanied with other gentlemen, 
he beganne to give hym evill language ; and beeyng a gentle- 
man of greate courage, and, though he were a stranger there, 
not beyng able to endure to be injured in words, saied to him 
boldely and roundely againe, that if thei twoo were alone he 
durst not use those speeches unto hym ; for he would well give 
hym to understande that he was no man to take wrong at his 
handes, and that tyme and occasion would serve one daie (he 
doubted not), to make hym knowe that he had offended one 
that would beare no coales. Whereuppon his adversarie, 
havyng drawne forthe his sworde, whilest he was yet speak- 
yng, ran feercely upon hym, thinkyng to have striken hym ; 
but Fineo, also a verie lustie geiitleman, and quicke of eye, 
and nimble of hande, drewe out his sworde, and not onely 
warded the blpwe of his enomie, but also hurte hym, though 
but lightly, in the hande. Forthwith thei that were with the 
yong gantlewoman'^s brother environed hym, and tooke hym 
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prisoner, and delivered hym into the handes of the magis- 
trate, or cheef officer of the citie. And the penaltie being 
suche, as is before mentioned, for hurtyng of any man within 
the citie, and especially a gentleman, Fineo was condemned to 
lose his heade. 

Neverthelesse, he beyng verie well freended, and supported by 
many principall gentlemen of the citie, thei laboured so muche 
for hym, that thei obteined that he should not be behedded, 
but that his penaltie should bee converted unto an other pu- 
nishement, verie little better, if it were no worse ; for, havyng 
bounde hym &ste hande and foote, thei laied hym in a small 
boate, and in verie stormie weather set him in the maine sea, 
and there left him to the rule and government of fortune, and 
to the disposition of God, and mercie of the waves and windes. 
The boate was a long while beaten and tossed by the rage and 
fiirie of the seas, and poore Fineo, under diverse and sondrie 
stormes and shapes, had before his eyes a thousande tymes 
the presence of death ; yet in that fearfuU and mortall perill 
he ceased not to call upon the name of his deare Fiamma, and 
in that extremitie and imminent daunger did he yet in manor 
glorifie hym self and thinke hymself happie, that he should 
ende his life for the love of his ladie. 

Whiles he was thus tossed and tormented, still lookyng for 
none other but present death, the tempest began to cease, and 
the storme and rage of seas to bee asswaged, when, loe ! he 
discovered a fregate of Moores that went a reaving, and were 
then newe gone abrode, to spie whether the storme, which was 
then past, had not happely prepared for theim some occasion 
of gaine and bootie. 

These Moores had no sooner discovered this little boate thus 
fleetyng at all adventures, but hopyng to finde therein some 
prey for their profite, thei made towarde it, and havyng at 
the boardyng thereof founde Fineo bounde hande and foote, 
and perceivyng by his countenaunce and apparell that he was 
no very base person, thei untied him, and sette hym in their 

I 



1 1 4 RICHE HIS FAREWELL 

fregate as a slave to rowe, untill suche tyme as thei should 
determine Airther what to doe with hym : who, although that 
servitude and captivitie were greevoos unto hym, yet consi- 
deryng with hymself that it was better for hym to be in the 
power of men, though thei were infidels, then in the power of 
seas and windes, he comforted hymself that yet, if he lived, he 
might still hope, through the goodnesse of God, one dale to be 
so happie as to enjoye his ladie and love : he framed hym self 
to beare with pacient minde that heavie yoke of his captivitie. 

Fiamma havjmg understoode the unfortunate accidente hap* 
pened to her lover, beleeving certainly that he was dead, and 
that she should never see hym againe, wherefore she hersetf 
resolvyug that she would no longer live, gave herself to devise 
what kinde of death she were best to chuse ; and in doubt 
thereof she passed some fewe daies, dissemblyng still in the 
house her sorowe and greef with a merie and chearfiill coun- 
tenance, as though she had cleane forgotten, and not once 
remembred her lover, Fineo : but in the ende, after long de- 
batyng with herself, she resolved to dye the same kinde of 
death, and to make that ende whiche she imagined Fineo 
had doen. 

There was an other gentleman of the citie, who was no lesse 
enamoured of this gentlewoman than Fineo was, who sup- 
posyng that now, since she sawe there was no remedie for her 
to recover her lover, whom bothe she and all the citie ac- 
compted certainly to be dedde, he might perchaunce, by sute, 
obtaine her good will, and so procure her to bee his wife, with 
the consente of her freendes : and therefore, not long after the 
mischaunce of Fineo, he caused her father to bee dealt withall 
for the bestowyng of his daughter upon hym ; and the &ther 
beyng willing enough to agree thereunto, and having ques- 
tioned with his daughter thereupon, and findyng her to give 
sober and obedient answere with fewe wordes, presupposyng 
that she was willyng to doe as he would have her, made pro- 
mise of her unto this yong gentleman, and agreed uppon the 
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dowrie, and all other circumstaunees necesaarie for the couplyng 
of twoo suche persones together. 

The night that went before the dale appoincted for their 
marriage, Fiamma, callyng unto her a Moore that was slave 
in her &ther^s house, and had the keepyng of a small boate of 
the gentleman^s, wherein, when he liste to. disport hym self, he 
was wont to take the aire upon the ^ea in tyme of faire weather, 
and to goe to their houses of pleasure, wherof that coaste is 
verie plentifiill, and theim of exceadyng beautie: whiche 
Moore had lived so many yeres in that thraldome, that he was 
now become so olde as she thought, she peeded not to feare 
any force or violence at his handes, she beganne to perswade 
hym to put on a desire to deliver hymself out of captivitie, so 
as he might live the rest§ of his yeares in libertie and at his 
ease. Whereunto, findyng hym readie and willyng, if the 
meanes or occasion were offered him, she gave hym in hand a 
good round somme of money, which she had laied together, and 
made him promise to carrie her into the sea in the boate, 
whereof he had the custodie, and afterwardes to doe that, what- 
soever it were, that she should commaunde. 

This wicked and faithlesse Moore, seyng hymself not onely to 
purchase his libertie, but also make so greate a gaine of readie 
money, that he was not like at any tyme after to live in wante 
or povertie, was [not] onely thankefuU in his mynde towarde 
the yonge gentlewoman, but straight waie beganne to purpose 
and to devise to make a greater gaine of her owne persone, by 
carriyng her unto the Kyng of Tunise, and sellyng of her unto 
hym at a verie high prise ; and with this entention, the mis- 
cheevous knave assured her that he would dooe in all poinctes 
as she would have hym. Wherefore, when all the reste of the 
house were in their firste sleape, the damsell, with this wretched 
Moore, went out of her father^s house, and gat her into the 
boate, and the weather beyng verie faire, the knave began to 
rowe and make saile along the coast, towarde Ligonio, from 
whiche, by breake of the dale, they were not verie farre. When 

i2 
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this yong gentlewoman sawe that she was now so far from 
home, that she needed not to feare to bee driven backe againe 
to Geneva, she willed the Moore to rowe to the shore, and to 
lande himself, and then to shove of the boate againe ; for that 
her determination was so to dye, swallowed up with the waves 
of the sea, as she supposed her Fineo to have been. But the 
wicked knave, who had a farther fetche in his bed, and 
thoughtes fa,Tre differed from the gentlewoman^s, made her be- 
leeve that thei were yet nere unto Geneva, and advised her to 
bee content, that thei might goe somewhat farther, to the ende 
that her fother, if he sent after them, might not overtake 
them. 

Neverthelesse, she havyng often tymes urged hym to doe as 
she erste bad hym, and he still protracted the tyme, and shift- 
ing her offe with one tale or an other, she began to suspect his 
drift. The momyng, therefore, beyng well spent, she made as 
though sbe would have looked over the boate side into the 
water, or have washed her handes in the sea, and on the 
sodaine would have caste herself over boarde ; but the craftie 
Moore, suspectyng her entent, caught holde of her aboute the 
middle, and not onely held her from throwyng herself into the 
sea, but also bounde her faste hande and foote : and whereas 
she of her courtesie had bothe set hym at libertie, and libe- 
rallie bestowed good store of wealth upon hym, he, as a trea- 
cherous infidell, bereved her of her libertie, makyng Her an 
unfortunate slave under his disposition, and beyng moved with 
a greedie, covetous mynde, thought that too little whiche she 
had given him, and therefore determined, as is afore saied, to 
sell her persone, and to encrease his goodes by that meanes. 

The desolate damsell, when she sawe herself so used by 
that villaine, ftiU of woe and greef, ceased not to rebuke the 
vilde caitive, that little regarded her speeches, the breache of 
his faithe and promise, and blamyng her self for trustyng of 
hym, and then repented, when it was too late, that she had 
not obeyed her father, and followed the advise of her frendes, 
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she began to curse her destinie, and her cruell fortune, and to 
crie out uppon the heavens, that had made her become the un- 
fonunatest yong woman that -ever loved man. And whilest 
she was thus lamentyng her hard happe, and the Moore as faste 
as he could with his owres labouryng to speede his voiage, a 
little foiste, or galley of Moores, that wente proUyug up and 
doune the coaste, havyng espied the small boate, drewe nere 
unto it, and boorded it. And havyng founde this yong gentle- 
woman, beeyng bounde therein, thei would have taken her 
awaie ; but the old knave offeryng to resist them, and to kcepe 
her out of their handes, thei tooke her awaie from hym per- 
force, and woundyng hym very sore, and asked of her in 
their language from whence she came, and what she was I But 
she, not understandyng theim, could make them no aunswere, 
but onely, with teares and wepyng, make them to understande 
that she was a woAiU and unfortunate damsell : but the olde 
Moore, feelyng hym self wounded to death, before he died 
tolde theim bothe of what place and parentage she was, and 
laied before them, by plain e reason, how greate a bootie thei 
might accoumpte thei had made that momyng, if thei did carrie 
her unto the Kyng of Tunise (as he had thought to have^ doen) 
and sell her unto hym. Hee beeyng dedde, thei dispoiled 
hym, and tooke from hym all that whiche Fiamma had given ; 
and so he, havyng thought by treacherie and breakyng of his 
faithe to make greate gaine, loste bothe his life and all that 
whiche he had gotten of the unadvised, and evill counselled 
yong gentlewoman : and, havyng placed her in their foist, and 
comforted her aswell as thei could, thei tooke their waie straight 
toward Tunise. 

It fortuned that the other fregate of Moores, that had founde 
and taken Fineo, (as is alreadie saied before) met with this other 
foiste, or galleie, wherein Fiamma was, and assaulted it ; and 
havyng fought together a good while, (for that the other resisted, 
and defended themselves stoutly) in fine, the fregate wherein 
Finio was (who in the encounter and duryng the fight had shewed 
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greate valour emoug the reste) overcame the other, and tooke 
from them all that thei had : so that Fiamma and Fineo were 
bothe now together, in the compasse of one smal vessell. And 
although in that extremitie of bothe their evill fortunes, it was 
a greate comfort for these twoo lovers to see one the other, and 
that bothe longed and desired extremely to embrace eche other, 
and to tell the one to the other their accidentes and unfortu- 
nate adventures, neverthelesse, Fineo made signes to Fiammst 
that in nowise she should take knowledge or acquaintaunce of 
hym'; and accordyngly she dissembled and made no shewe^ 
but as one had never seen hym. 

Fineo, for the valour and courage whiche he had shewed in 
the battaile, was delivered of his chaines, and muohe made of 
emong the Moores, untill suche tyme as thei had conducted 
bothe hym and her (as thei did verie shortly after) imto the 
Kyng of Tunise; who havyng seen and considered Fineo, 
and understoode by the pirates that his comelie personage was 
accompanied with greate valour, bought him and tooke hym 
to his service, in good place nere his owne persone. And beyng 
moved with the beautie of the yong gentilwoman, bargained 
for her likewise for a greate somme of money, and caused her 
to be put in the cube, whiche is a place where he keepeth his 
concubines (as the Turke doeth in his seraglio) emong a greate 
many of other women, and esteemed her verie much for that 
the rovers (who had learned of those other that thei overcame 
all that whiche the olde Moore had declared unto them of her 
callyng and condition) did assure him that she was a gentler- 
woman, borne of a noble familie in Geneva. 

Fineo, by his service and discret behaviour, became in short 
tyme verie deare unto the Kyng, so that in lesse then the 
space of one whole yeare, the Kyng of speciall trust gave hym 
the charge of the gate of the cube, whiche office the Kynges of 
Tunise are never wont to give but unto suche as are in singular 
favour aboute theim. In the whiche Fineo, to his greate con- 
tentment, had the commoditie daiely to see his Fiamma, and 
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she had no lesse comforte and satisfaction to beholde and looke 
upon hym ; whiche oportunitie thei enjoyed and handeled so 
discretly, that thei never gave any caiise of suspition to any 
persone of their fervent good will and affection. 

The maner or custome of the Kyng wa§, to cause his concu- 
bines to come unto him, and to lye with them by order, as 
thei had been bought or come to his handes; by reason of 
whiche custome, for that there were very many bought before 
the commyng thether of Fiamma, there was alreadie a whole 
yeare and a halfe welnie paste after her sale, and yet her tume 
was not come to be called for. But remainyng now but three 
others to be brought unto the Kyng before her, Fineo con- 
sideryng to his intollerable greefe that she was, ere it were 
long, to be likewise called for, beganne to be tormented with 
incredible passion and anguishe of mynde : and his woe en- 
creased tenne thousand folde, by feare and imagination whiche 
he conceived that she, being above all the Kynges concubines 
ferre the fairest, when he had once enjoyed her he would take 
her to be one of his wives, whiche feare did no whitte lesse tor- 
ment and afflicte Fiamma then it did her lover. 

Whilest bothe these yong lovers lived in this sorte, there 
chaunced to arrive at Tunise a shippe of Savona, with certaine 
marchauntes of that citie, who. seeyng Fineo there, and knowyng 
hym, were wonderftilly amarveiled, findyng hym alive, for that 
he had been lamented at Savona of all his freendes for dedde. 
Fineo, likewise, knowyng those marchauntes, and havyng auc- 
thoritie and meanes to pleasure them in the court, welcomed 
them, and made muche of them in freendly sorte ; and de- 
maundyng of the state and welfare of his &ther and brother, 
and other freendes, thei certified hym that thei were all well, 
and that when thei should understande that he was alive and 
in so good a case, thei would be very joyftill, and think them- 
selves happie if thei might hope to see hym once come againe, 
as thei doubted not but one daie he would and might. 

These marchantes havyng dispatched their businesse, de- 
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parted thence, and by theiiii Fineo wrote letters to his father, 
and to his brother, certifiyng them of his beyng in Tanise, and 
how that Fiamma was with hyra, and that he desired to deliver 
hyraself out of bondage, and her with hym, whiche thyng he 
thought he might easily bripg to passe, if his brother would 
come thither ; and with all described unto them a plot whiche 
he had cast for the execution of his entent and desire. 

Thei beyng returned safe unto Savona, delivered the letters 
unto the father and brother of Fineo, who with the rest of 
his freendes, and in effecte all the whole citie, were verie glad 
that his fortune had not been altogether so froward toward 
hym as thei had supposed. 

And ys brother, accordyng to his instructions, prepared a 
verie pretie fregat, verie well appointed and ftimished with 
merchaundize, emong whiche there were many trifles and 
thynges of price, meete for ladies and gentlewomen. And 
beyng arrived therewith at Tunise, Fineo brought them unto 
the kyng, whom thei presented with some thynges of small 
price, whiche were very gratefiill and acceptable unto him, and 
emong other speeches, thei saied that thei had abord many 
pretie thynges for dames and ladies, whiche thyng the kyng 
understandyng, commaunded Fineo that the chefest of them 
might be brought into the cube, to shewe suche thinges as thei 
had unto his concubines: by which occasion he gatte that 
oportunitie whiche he looked for, to conferre and deale more 
privatly with them, without suspition, and to give the better 
order for the accomplishment of asmuch as he had devised. 

Fineo and his brother, therfore, beyng come into the cube, 
shewed forthe emong those women suche wares as they had 
brought to please their fancies., and gave unto theim all some 
one trifle or an other, as a gentle present to the firste ; and the 
brother of Fineo presented Fiamma, emong the reste, with a 
very faire purse, richely embrodered with golde and pearle, in 
the whiche there was enclosed a letter, written by Fineo, by 
the contentes whereof she might understande at large al that 
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whiche he did wishe and would have her to doe, to make their 
escape together, and to ridde them selves out of that thraldom 
and captivitie. Assone as the twoo brethren had doen that 
thei came for, and were departed, Fiamma, by their manner 
gatheiyng that the gift of that purse conteined some mis- 
terie, withdrewe herself into a secrete place, and havyng opened 
it, she founde therein the letter, whiche when she had redde, 
she thanked Almightie God, that of his goodnesse had shewed 
her the waie to deliver herself out of captivite, and from be- 
comming dishonestly the concubine of an infidell kyng. 

And when this appointed daie for the performing of their 
purpose was come, Fiamma in the night, when all was silent 
and others slept, came to a windowe barred with iron, where 
Fineo and his brother were attendyng for her, who, with cer- 
taine instrumentes, which thei had brought for that purpose, 
brake and wrested the grate of the window, and takyng her 
awaie with them, thei gotte her into their barque, and hoissed 
saile, and directed their course with a merie winde toward the 
coaste of Italic, whiche served theim verie faire all that night 
long, and the moste parte of the nexte daie. In the mornyng, 
Fiamma beyng missed, and Fineo likewise, the Kyng was ad- 
vertised of their eskape, who perceivyng the marchauntes to be 
gone also, rested assured that it was a sette match made for 
the stealyng of Fiamma awaie. And beyng ftiU of rage and 
despight towardes them all, he caused certaine galleis and other 
light vesselles to be armed in all haste, and to be sent after 
them, givyng straight charge and commission to his captaines 
that either thei should bring Fineo and the damsell, with the 
cheef of the marchauntes, alive unto hym, because he would 
cause them all three to be buried alive, or that if thei could 
not get them alive, thei should bring their three heddes, for 
that he would have them be set over the cube, for an example 
and a terrour to all others. 

But before those gallies and other vesselles could bee in a 
readinesse to departe, Fortune, not havyng yet her fill of per- 
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secatyng and afflictyng these two poore lovers, caused a con- 
trarie winder with an extreame storme and tempest to arise, by 
force whereof the vessell wherein thei were was not without 
greate daonger driven backe againe to Tnnise, with so mnche 
greefe and sorrowe of all them that were in it, as thej male 
imagine that knowe the crueltie and barbaronsnesse of that 
people. But in the begynning of the storme, the brother of 
Fineo, dispairyng of his life, as he that was assured either to 
be drouned by rage of the winde and seas, or els to die in tor- 
ment if he retoumed into the hands of those infidels, gat him- 
self into his cockboate, and therein hazarded his life ; and after 
muche adoe, and a thousande perilles of present death, reco- 
vered the coaste of Italic at the last, and retoumed home to 
Savona, fuU of woe, with heavie tidynges,declaryng unto his 
&ther, that either the fregate would be lost, or els driven backe 
againe to Tunise, where he was well assured that bothe his 
brother and the yong damseU, his lover, should bee murthered 
in moste cruell manor. 

At whiche doleAill newes, the father, as if he had scene his 
soonne lye dedde before hym, beganne to weepe and lamente, 
complainyng of his harde destinie, that caused hym to live so 
long, or reserved hym to see those cruell and bitter daies. 

Fineo, seeyng hymself brought to so harde an exigent, for 
that their vessell was now driven backe nere unto Tunise, and 
knowyng that he should feele the smarte of his faulte, and the 
kynges anger in sharpest maner and sorte, beyng determined 
to live no longer, and to prevent the crueltie of the kyng, 
drewe out his sworde, and would therewith have stroken hym 
self to death. Blit Fiamma, catchyng hym by the arme : Alas ! 
Fineo, (% she) what shall become of me, if you bee dead i Shall 
I remaine behinde to endure the cruell tormentes, that I knowe 
this infidell hath prepared for me i Yet rather, since that death 
must needes deliver us of our misfortunes, before you execute 
uppon yourself this your determination, ridde me out of the 
worlde, and deliver me from the paines which alreadie I feele 
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in my imagination, wherewith I assure myself thei will bryng 
me to a shamefiil death. And with these woordes, oflferyng her 
breast unto him, she requested him to strike her with his 
swoorde ; but Fineo bad her bee of good comforte, for your 
beautie my Fiamma, (saied he) beeyng so singular as it is, I 
knowe will save you, and therefore you neede not feare, and I 
alone should be the manne that thei would plague, and torment 
to death for us bothe, and therefore, my deare, suffer me to dye 
before, and content thy self to live, and vouchsafe sometyme to 
remember thy unfortunate Fineo when he is dedde. 

Whilest thei were thus talkyng and debatyng whiche should 
firste dye, the people whiche the kyng had sent out to appro- 
hende them came and bourded their fregate, and tooke them 
bothe, whom thei bound in chaines, and brought on land to 
the presence of the king, who, assone as he beheld the beautie 
of Fiamma, felte his former wrathe and crueltie entended to 
relent, and in muche milder manor then the two captives hoped 
or looked for, he saied unto her : Tell me what moved you, I 
praie you, faire damsell, to runne awaie, and flie from me, at 
whose handes you had no cause to looke for any other entreatie 
than lovyng or freendlie ? > 

Fiamma, who in that yere and a halfe that she had been in 
the cube, had learned the language indifferently well, made 
aunswere unto hym, that no cause or meanyng to flie from 
hym, but her earnest desire to enjoye Fineo, whom she had 
loved and chosen fi)r her housbande many yeares before, had 
forced her to doe that whiche she had doen : and herewith she 
told him the beginning of their acquaintance and love, imd how 
many perilles and daungers thei had run through^ still hopyng 
one daie to come unto that happie houre, wherein their troubles 
should have an ende, and that thei might bee honestlie united 
and enjoye one an other : and finallie, castyng her self doune 
at his feete, with aboundaunce of teares, she besought hym 
with all humilitie to pardone her, if she had offended him, 
and withal to forgive Fineo, since that long and &ithAil 
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love had made them to procure the accomplishement of their 
desires. 

The teares of Fiamma, and the onelie name of love, were 
of suche force and vertue in the harte of the K jng, though he 
were barbarous and cruell of nature, that the ire and hatred, 
whiche he had conceived against them before, was then con- 
verted and changed into pitie and compassion of their mis- 
fortunes ; and where before he had appointed a cruell death to 
bee their punishments, he now determined to overcome with 
his courtesie the frowardnesse of their perverse fortune, and 
to make them, after so many perilles and dangers, contented 
and happie, and to see an end at last of their miseries, 
by making them to enjoye their long hoped-for desires. 
Wherefore, havyng caused them to be bothe forthwith un- 
bounde, he tooke from his owne finger a merveilous &ire and 
precious rubie, and giving it unto Fineo he saied unto him, 
*^ Since your fortune hath bin suche, that after so many 
strange adventures, and through suche daungers, you are 
&llen into my handes, I, for my parte, will not be he that 
will extinguishe or quence the flames of so fervent and con- 
staunte love, or unloose or dissolve the bandes wherewith your 
hartes bee bounde and knitte together : and therefore, Fineo, 
I doe not onely pardon you bothe, but also I will have thee, 
before thou departe henee, to wedde this damsell with this 
ryng, and to take her for thy wife, and that she henceforth 
enjoye thee for ever as her housbande/^ It is not to be de- 
maunded whether the two lovers (who looked for none other 
of the kynges courtesies then death) were glad to hear hym 
use those speeches, yea or no; but bothe beeyng &llen on 
their knees, and in humblest maner having yeelded their 
thankes unto his majestic, Fineo, in his ^presence, wedded 
Fiamma, and tooke her for his wife, to the unspeakable joye 
and contentation of bothe their hartes and myndes ; and the 
kyng, to honour their manage, caused a sumptuous feaste to 
be prepared, with no lesse charge and aboundance of all 
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thinges, then if he had married a d^ghter of his owne to 
some greate lorde or chiefe man of that countrey . 

And after certaine daies, the two yong maried lovers beyng 
desirous to retourne into their owne countrey, he gave them 
very riche and costly presentes, and sent them, honourably 
accompanied, home to Savona; whose arivall was no lesse 
raarveilous then joyftil to the father and brother of Fineo, and 
to all the citie, thei havyng been assuredly esteemed and ac- 
compted as deade. Afterwards thei sent to Geneva to Fiam- 
ma's father and brother, certifiyng of al that had happened, 
who then perswading them selves that God and nature had 
created those two yong folke to bee matched and joyned to- 
gether in wedlocke, were well contented with that whiche thei 
saw was God^s will should be ; and beeyng gone both to Sa- 
vona, the father embraced and accepted Fineo for his sonne- 
in-lawe, and the brother for his brother-in-lawe. And the 
two yong bvers lived ever after in greate happinesse and feli- 
citie, givyng, by this successe of their harde fortune, an 
assured argument, and a notable example, whereby we male 
leame, that though froward fortune doe for a while crosse and 
molest the desires and travailes of men, vet in the ende she 
can not let, but that of necessitie those thinges must come to 
passe, whiche God, by his devine providence, wherewith he 
ruletli the whole world, hath appointed shal take effecte. 
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OF TWO BRETHREN AKD THEIR WIVES. 

THE ARGUMENT OP THE FIFT HI8T0RIE. 

Two brothers making ehoyse of their mves, the one chouse for 
beautie^ the other for riches : it happened unto them^ after thei 
were married^ the one of their wives proved to be of light dis- 
position^ the other a common scolde : in what maner thei lived 
ftith their housbandes^ and how in the ende the first became to 
live orderly and weU^ but the other could be brought by no 
devise to any reason or good maner. 

« 

Gentlewomen, before I will proceede any farther in this 
historie, I mnste desire you to arme yourselves with pacience 
in readyng hereof, that if you finde anything that might 
breede offence to your modeste myndes, take it in this sorte, 
that I have written it onely to make you merrie, and not to 
sette you a snarryng or grudgyng against me ; for although I 
meane to present you with a chapter of knaverie, yet it shall 
be passable, and suche as you maie very well permit, and the 
matter that I minde to wright is upon this question, whether 
a man were better to bee married to a wise harlot, or to a 
foolishe overthwart and brauling woman i This question, I 
know, will seeme very doubtM unto some, and yet in my 
opinion very easie to bee aunswered : and to speake my 
mynde without dissimulation of bothe those evilles, I thinke 
the first is least, and therefore is to be chosen ; and herein I 
could alledge for my better proofe an example of the auncient 
Romaines, who in all their govemmentes were moste wise and 
politique, amongst whom the infirmitie of the firste was borne 
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withall, because it proceaded of the frailtie of the fleshe, but 
the outrage of the second was ever condemned, for that it did 
abounde &om a wicked and mischevous mjnde. And in com- 
mon reason is it not lesse noisome for a man to live accom- 
panied with a wife, who, although she will some tyme flie out, 
can so wisely dissemble with her housebande, that he shall 
never so muche as suspecte her, whereby he shall receive no 
discontentment in his minde, then to be bedfellowe with 
Xantippa, a common scold, who daiely and hourely will be 
checkyng, tauntyng, and railyng at him in such sorte, that he 
shall thinke hymself moste blest and happie when he is far- 
thest from her companie ? But for your better confirmation I 
have set forthe this historic of twoo brethren, the one of them 
married to a wenche that could so cunnynglie behave herself 
towardes hym, that he had thought she had beloved there had 
been no other God but himself, and yet, by your leave, she 
would take reason when it was profiered her, but what of 
that? the harte never greeves what the eyes see not. The 
other was married to a dame, that from her navill douneward 
was more chast and continent, but oth^^ise of her tong suche 
a devill of helle, that the poore man her housbande could 
never enjoye merrie daie nor houre, although he devised many 
a pretie remedie, as by the readyng of the processe of this tale 
you shall better perceive, whiche foUoweth in this sorte. 

There was somtime remainyng in a famous citie twoo bre- 
thren : the eldest (accordyng to the custome of the place) en- 
joyed his father^s goodes and possessions after his death, 
wherby he was well able to live; the yongest had neither 
landes nor livynges, saving that his &ther had trained hym up 
in learning, whereby he was able to goveme hymself in all 
manor of companies where soever he became. These twoo 
brethren, beyng wearie of their single lives, disposed them- 
selves to manage. The eldest, beeyng of hymself well able 
to live, sought a wife onely for her beauty, without any other 
respect either to her conditions or riches, and as the proverbe 
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is (he that sekes shall finde) so in the ende he lighted on a 
gentlewoman, called by the name of Mistres Dorithe, whose 
beautie in deede was verie excellent, and there withall had a 
passyng readie witte, marie her trainyng up Lad not been 
after the beste nor worst maner, but, as a man might saie, 
after the common sorte: this gentlewoman he married, who 
could so well handle hym with kissyges, cullynges, and other 
amarous exercises, that her housebande thought hymself the 
most fortunate manne that lived to light on suche a wife, 
although she cunnyngly armed his hedde with homes, as after 
you shall heare. 

The second brother left (as you have heard) without main- 
tenance or livyng, sought for a wife onely to releve his want, 
and fortuned to hit of a widowe, in deede, with greate wealthe, 
but in conditions so overthwart, and so spitftiU of her tongue, 
that the popre man had not been married ftdlie out a monetb, 
but he more then a thousande tymes cursed the priest that 
married hym, the sexton that opened the churche doore when 
he went to bee married, yea, and his owne unhappie legges, 
that had carried his bodie to bee yoked to so greate a mis- 
cheef. But because I doe minde more orderly to tell you the 
manors of these twoo gentlewomen, I will firste begiune with 
Mistres Doritie, whose housebande, after thei had been a 
while maried, fortuned to fall sicke ; and then, accordyng to 
that countrey maner, a doctor of phisicke was presently sent 
for, who commyng many times to visite his pacient, began to 
beholde and contemplate the lively beautie of this gentle- 
woman, and lent her many rowlyng lookes and secrete coun- 
tenaunces in suche sorte, that Mistres Doritie beyng well 
practised in the arte of love, and seyng Maister Doctor to be 
a man as sufficient to content a gentlewoman in her chamber 
that was whole, as to minister medicines to those that were 
aicke, did not onely requite hym againe with looke for looke, 
but she yeelded hym a large usurie, and paid him more then 
fourtie in the hundred. Master Doctor, who was likewise 
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skilfull enough, could well perceive whereto those lookes did 
tende, upon a tyme beyng alone in her companie, he saied 
unto her as foUoweth. 

Mistres Doritie, if the experience whiche I have learned in 
Phisickea arte might crave credite, and make my tale to bee 
the better beleeved, assure yourself, then, that I minde to saie 
nothyng but that that shall bee to your ownebehoofe ; and the 
reason that makes me to enter into this discourse, is the pitie 
that I take to see so proper a gentlewoman as yourself should 
bee so deceived in a housebande, who, although you shall finde 
hym bothe honeste, gentle, and lovyng, yea, and perad venture 
male contente you with suche rightes as appertaine to the mar^ 
ria£;e bedde, yet assure yourself he shall never be able to get 
you with child, consideryng your natures and complexions be 
so farre different the one from the other, whereby you are like 
for ever to remaine without issue : and one of the greateste 
comfortes that male happen unto us in this worlde is to see 
ourselves, as it were, regenerate and borne anewe in our chil- 
dren, and barrenesse in the auncient tyme, hath been accompted 
not onely infamous, but also moste hatefiiU emongst women, in 
so muche that Sara gave her owne handmaide to her house- 
band, because she could not herself conceive a child ; but I 
would wishe women more witte then to foUowe Sara's example. 
God defende thei should be so foolishe to give their maidens to 
their housebandes ; I would wishe them rather themselves to 
take their menne: it hath been ever holden for the greater 
wisedome, rather to take then to give ; and sure thei shal findo 
it more for their owne profites, that if their housbandes want 
be suche, that he is not able to get a child, to take helpe of 
some other that male supplie his imperfections. But I truste I 
shall not neede to use many perswasions, consideryng that 
every wise woman will thinke that 1 have reason on my side. 
Thus, Mistres Doritie, you have heard the somme of my taile, 
protestyng, that if ray service male any waies stande you in 

K 
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Bteade, I am as readie to obeye, as he over whom you have 
power to commaonde. 

Mistres Doritie, who all this while had well pondered his 
woordes, knewe verie well how to whet Maister Doctor on, and 
the more to set his teeth on edge, annswered hym thus. I pe^ 
ceiye, Maister Doctor, you are something pleasantly disposed, 
and hereafter, when I shall find my housbandes infirmitie to 
be suche as you have saied, I meane to sonde for you, desirjmg 
you that you would not be out of the waie, to helpe me when I 
have neede. 

The Dootour knewe not well how to understande these 
wordes, whether thei were merily spoken, or otherwise in dis- 
daine of his former talke, aunswered thus. Alas, Mistres 
Doritie, pardon me if my woordes seeme anythyng offensire 
unto you, assuryng you that in this meane space that I have 
made my recourse to your housebande, (whose healthe, by the 
sufferance of God, I have now well restored) am myself faine 
into a fever so extreame, as neither Galen, Hypocrates, Avicen, 
Pliny, nor any other that ever gave rules of phisicke, could yet 
prescribe a medicine for the malladie, or diet to suppresse the 
humour that feedes it. I shall not neede to use longe circum- 
staunce in the matter, knowyng your wisedome to bee suche, 
that you can well conceive the somme of all my greef : it is 
your beautie that is like to breede my bane, and hath alreadie 
driven me into the greatest depth of daunger, unlesse some 
plaintes of pitie male prevaile, to yeelde remorse to hym that 
vowes hymself to doe you service duryng life. 

Mistres Doritie, seyng the matter sorted out as she looked 
for, could tell well enough how to handle Maister Doctor, anj} 
to make hym the more eger, she delaied hym of with doubtfull 
speeches, but yet fedde hym still with suche entisyng and plea- 
saunt countenaunces, that ministered greate hope of comfort to 
his disease : she aunswered thus. 

And could you then finde in your harte, Maister Doctor, to 
deceive your very freend of his deare and lovyng wife! How 
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can you oflTer hym so manifest an injurie, to whom you are so 
lately linckt in so greate a league of freendship as is betweene 
my houseband and yourself! I can not think, Maister Doctor, 
that it is good will that hath caused you to move this sute unto 
me, but rather to see how I were, disposed 5 or peradventure 
you use these wordes for exercise sake, knowyng the fashion of 
you men to bee suche, as by praisyng of our beautieyou thinke 
to bring us into a fooles paradyse, yf we Wil give credite straight 
waie, that you love us so soone as you shall but tell us the 
tale : but for my part, Maister Doctor, although I want wit to 
encounter you with wordes, so likewise I want wit to beleve 
any thing that you have said to be otherwise then wordes of 
course. 

These speeches did ingender suche a nomber of swete and 
sowre alterations in Maister Doctor, that for his life he wiste 
not how to understande them : one while thei were like to drive 
hym to dispaire, an other while thei somethyng quieted hym 
with hope, but in the ende determinyng to foUowe what he had 
begonne, he saied. 

Swete mistres, moste humbly I desire you to accompt of 
me, not according to my desertes, which as yet are none at all, 
but accordyng to the dutiftiU service whiche hereafter I vowe 
faithfully to doe unto you 5 and for the better testimonie of my 
wordes, which, as you saie, seme to be of suche ordinary course, 
I desire no other credite male be given theim then shall bee 
agreable to my deedes, when it shall please you to commaunde. 
But alas for the injurie which you speake of, that I should offer 
to your housebande, who in deede I make accompt to bee my 
veri© freende, what is he, I praie you, that is able to prescribe 
lawes to love i And as love is witiiout lawe, so it is without 
respect, either of freende or foe, father or brother, riche or 
poore, mightie or weake, vertuous or vicious : the examples are 
so many and generall, that I should but waste the time to re- 
peate them. But, Mistres Doritie, I proteste, the verie cause 
that maketh me to move this matter unto you is for no ill will 
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that I bear to your housbande, but for the good wil I beare to^ 
your swete self : you inaie use your housbande as your hous- 
bande, and me as your freende, glad to staude at reversion, 
when your housebande male take his fill of the banket, and be 
glutted with more then enough : farther, if you make so greate 
accompte of your housbandes good likyng, as you saie, what 
wives be ever better beloved, or more made of by their hous- 
bandes, then those that have discretion to helpe their frendes 
when thei neede ! But what sottishe opinion is this, whiche so 
many doeth holde, that they thinke it so greate an injurie for 
a man to seke the wife of his freende, when he is attached by 
love, whose arrest neither goddes nor men have bin ever able 
to resist ? But I praie you. Mistress Doritie, if I might aske 
you this question, would you not thinke your good will better 
bestowed upon your housbandes freende then his foe ? if you 
love your housebande, I am sure you wil saie I have reason. 
What should I longer trouble you then with circumstances ? I 
knowe you are wise, and now I desire you, for the good will 
that you beare to your housebande, to pitie me, his freende, 
whom I trust you will restore with one drop of mercy, and 
the rather for your housbandes sake. 

How thinke you, gentlewomen, bee not these gentle per- 
swasions to bee used by a Doctor ? Marie, he was no Doctor 
of Divinitie, and therefore you neede not foUowe his doctrine, 
unlesse you liste yourselves; but this pitifuU gentlewoman, 
seyng Maister Doctor at such desperate poinctes^ for feare of 
damninc: of her owne soule, that so deare a freende to her 
housbande, as Maister Doctor was, should perishe and bee so 
wilfully caste awaie through her default, she received hym for 
her freend ; and so I praie God give them joye. 

But it fortuned aft«rwardes this gentlewoman to light into 
the companie of a lawier, who perceivyng this dame to be of 
suche excellent beautie, joynyng hymself something nere her^ 
he saied. Gentlewoman, although I have no skill in the arte 
of paintyng,. yet assure your self, your forme and passing 
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beautie is so surely engraven and fijed in my mynde, that 
although yourself were absent, I could drawe your perfect 
counterfecte, savyng t&at I thinke all the apothecaries in this 
citie were not able to Aimishe me with colours to make the 
perfecte distaine of the beautie in your face. 

Mistres Doritie, knowyng whereto these q)eeches pretended, 
aunswered. Indeede, sir, it should seeme you would prove a 
passyng painter, that can so cunnyngly painte forthe with 
wordes that whiche I knowe is too farre unworthie of so ex- 
cellent a florishe as you would give it.- — Mistres, (q^ the Lawier) 
if I have committed any oflFence in these woordes whiche I 
have spoken, it is in that I have taken upon me to praise your 
beautie, and not able to give it suche due commendations as I 
see it' doeth deserve, the sight whereof doeth so captivate my 
affections, and hath so creepled all my sences, that it hath 
caused me in manor to forgette myself: no marvaile, then, 
though my tongue doeth faile, and is not able to expresse the 
perfection of you, unto whom with vowe of continuall service I 
subjecte my life, livyng, and libertie, if it please you to accept 
of it. 

This gentlewoman, that had yet but one freende to truste 
uppon besides her housbande, beganne to thinke that store was 
no sore, and therefore determined not to forsake his frendlie 
offer, but firste she demaunded of hym of his fecultie, and what 
trade of life he used ? to whiche he aunswered, that he was a 
gentleman appertainyng to the lawe. It maie well bee so^ 
(% she) for I perceive, by your experience, that this is not the 
firste plea that you have framed. — And yet beleeve me, (q^ the 
Lawier) I was never brought before to pleade at beauties barre, 
but sithe my happe is suche, I humblie holde up my handes, 
desiryng to be tried by your courtesie and myne owne loialtie, 
contentyng myself to abide suche dome and judgement as it 
shall please you to appoincte, beeyng the cheef and soveraigne 
judge yourself. She repliyng saied : Seeyng you have con- 
stituted me to give sentence at my pleasure, it is not the office 
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of a good justicer to bee parciall in his owne cause ; .and there- 
fore, this is the hope you shal looke for at my handes, that if 
hereafter in your deedes I shall see as plaine proofe of perfecte 
good will, as your woordes by pretence importe likelyhood of 
earnest love, you shall finde me ready to render.suche recom- 
pence as shall.&ll out to your owne contentation and likyng. 

This comfortable aunswere verie well pleased hym; and 
within a verie little space after, he so handeled th& matter, 
that he had entered his action in her common place. 

Thus, what betweene Maister Doctor on the one side, who 
was still ministeryng of phisicke unto her, so long as there were 
any drugges remainyng in his storehouse, and the Lawier on 
the other side, who sufficiently enstructed her with his lawe, 
thei used suche haunt unto this gentlewoman'^s companie, that 
the one beganne to growe suspicious on the other, and echo of 
theim desirous to have her severall to hymself, beganne in the 
ende to envaigh the one against the other ; the Doctor against 
the Lawier, and the Lawier against the Doctor, and to tel her 
to her face what thei suspected, the one against the other. But 
Mistres Doritie, beeyng very angry with theim bothe, that 
would so narrowlie looke into her doynges, did thinke it had 
been sufficient for reasonable men that she had received them 
into her &vour, and as often as it had pleased them to come 
she welcomed them as themselves did desire : and what can a 
man desire any more then to drinke so often as he shalbe a 
thirste! But with &ire speeches she contented them bothe for 
a tyme ; but she thought in th^ende to finde a remedy for that 
mischeef. 

And thus it fell out, that a Souldiour, who was lately re- 
toumed from the warres, I gesse aboute the same tyme that 
Kyng Henry the Fift was retoumed from the winnyng of 
Agincourt feelde, this Souldiour, I saie, bravyng it out aboute 
the streates of the citie, (as commonly the custome of soul- 
diours is, to spend more in a moneth then thei get in a yere) 
as he roomed to and fro, and fortuned to espie this blasyng 
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starre lookyng out at a windowe, was sodainly stroken into a 
greate[r] maze to see this lampe of light, then ever he had been 
in the feelde to see the ensignes of his enemies ; and was so 
ferre overcharged with her love, that, but for feare to have been 
marked by the passers by, he would have stoode still gazyng 
and lookyng uppon her, but leamyng, in the ende, that she 
was the mistres of the house, he began to devise how he might 
make her understande the ferveneie of his love, on whiche he 
determined to write unto her. But then he knewe not how to 
beginne his letter, because souldiours are verie seldome accus- 
tomed to endite, especially any of these lovyng lines ; and to 
speake unto her, he was likewise to leame how to use his 
tearmes : neither wiste he how to come into her presence ; but 
you shall see Fortune favoured hym, for in an evenyng, as he 
passed through the streate, she was sittyng alone in her doore 
to take the aire, and commyng unto her, not knowyng for his 
life how to begin his tale, in the ende, Mistres, (q^ he) I praie 
you, is your housebande within! 

No, surely, sir, (q^ she) he is abroade in the toune, but I 
knowe not where. And I would gladlie have spoken with 
hym, (q^ the Souldiour) if he had ben within. Beleeve me, sir, 
he is not within, (q^ she) but if it please you to leave your 
arrande with me, at his commyng home, I will shew hym your 
minde. In faith, mistres, (q^ the Souldiour) my arrande is not 
greate : I would but have craved his helpe in chusyng me a 
wife, because I perceive he hath some experience in the &cultie, 
or els think he could never have chosen so well for hymself. 
If your arrande be no other then this, (q^ Mistres Doritie) you 
male at your owne leisure come and doe it yourself; and as for 
my housbandes experience that you speake of, although perad- 
venture it bee not fittyng to your fancie, yet I am well assured 
that he hath made his choyse of suche a one as he hymself very 
wel liketh. I believe it well, (<^ the Souldiour) and if without 
offence I might speake it, I sweare, so God help me, I like his 
choise so wel, that I would thinke myself more then a thousand 
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tymes happie, if I might be his halfe ; or if my unworthinesse 
deserved not so greate a portion, I wonld crave no more then 
yourself would willingly bestow on me, accordyngly as you 
should see me able to deserve it. Why, sir, (<^ Mistres Doritie) 
I doe not understande whereunto your speeches doeth tende, 
neither what part you would have me to give you, when I have 
alreadie bestowed of my housebande bothe my hande, my harte^ 
my minde, and good will. Alas ! gentlewoman, (q^ the Soul- 
diour) these bee none of them that I would crave : there is yet 
an overplus whiche you have not yet spoken of, whiche, if you 
please to bestow of a souldiour, I should think myself the hs^- 
piest man alive, whose love and good likyng towardes you is 
suche, that I trust, in tyme to come, yourself will judge me 
worthie for my well deservyng zeale to have deserved hire. 
Souldiours are seldome scene {c^ Mistres Doritie) to marche 
under the banner of Venus ; but what so ever you bee, doe you 
thinke to overthrowe my vertues with the assault of your wan- 
ton perswasions, or would you make me beleeve that you love 
me as you saie, when you have no more respect to th« hurt of 
my soule ? Gentlewoman, (q^ the Souldiour) I am not able to 
encounter you with wordes, because it hath not been my pro- 
fession, nor trainyng up, but if you doubte of my love and good 
likyng, please it you to make triall : commaund anythyng that 
your self shall thinke requisite, whiche if I doe not performe to 
the uttermoste, then esteme my love in deede to be but feined, 
and where you thinke that I goe aboute to seeke the prejudice 
or hurte of your soule, beleeve me I never ment it. 

Mistres Doritie, who had beene well acquainted before with 
many suiters, had never been apposed with such a rough hewen 
fellowe, that was so blunt and plaine, aswell in his gesture as 
in his tearmes, beganne to thinke with herself that he might 
well bee a Souldiour, for she knewe that thei had little skill in 
the courting of gentlewomen ; yet she perceived by his counte- 
naunce the vehemencie of the love he bare unto her, and* per- 
ceivyng his plainesse, she beganne to thyuke hym more fitter 
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for her diet- then either Maister Doctor, or Maister Lawyer, 
that could not be contented the one with the other, when she 
gave them bothe so muche as thei could crave : and therefore 
thinkyng with herself that to loose any longer tyme were but 
a poinct of foUie, takyng the Souldiour by the hande, she ledde 
hym up into a chamber, where other speeches were passed be- 
tweene them in secrete, whiche I could never yet understande. 
And what thei did &rther, when thei were by themselves, 
gentlewomen, I praie gesse you, but this I must advertise you 
of, that before thei came foorth of the chamber againe, the 
Souldiour had pleased Mistres Doritie so wel, that both Maister 
Doctor and Maister Lawyer were put quite out of conceipt ; so 
that from that tyme forwards, when thei came of their visita- 
tion, the gentlewoman was not well at ease, or she had com- 
panie with her, or she was not at home, that thei could no 
more speake with her, which toumed them both into a wonder- 
ful agonie. The Doctor had thought she had forsaken hym 
for the love of the Lawyer : the Lawyer he thought asmuche 
by the Doctor ; that, in the ende, not knowing otherwise how 
to spitte out their venime against her, they devised eache of 
them a letter, whiche thei sent her. 

The first of these letters delivered unto her came from the 
Doctor, whiche letter he left unpointed of purpose, because 
that in the readyng of it it might bee poincted two waies, and 
made to seeme either to her praise or dispraise ; but Mistres 
Doritie herself, in the readyng of it, poincted it as I have set 
it doune, and foUoweth in this sorte : 

And who would have thought, Mistres Doritie, that for the 
lovyng advertisementes given you by your frende, you could 
so lightly have shaken hym of, if I burdened you with any 
thyng that might seeme greevous unto you, thinke it was love 
that ledde me unto it, for that I protest inwardly in my mynde 
I never did esteeme you otherwise then for as honest a gentle- 
woman as lives this daie in Bridewell, I have heard saie some 
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have been scourged more upon evill will, then for any deserted 
whereof thei might justly be accused, so if it be my happe to 
suffer undeserved penaunce, I must impute it to my owne mis- 
fortune, but yet contrarie to my expectation, consideryng how 
I have ever taken you to be given in ypur conditions to prac- 
tise unseemely, filthie, and detestable thynges : I^ knowe you 
have ever abhorred to live chastly, decently, and orderly : you 
have ever boon trained up to be wanton, proude, and inconti- 
nent : you never tooke delight in that was good, honest, or 
commendable : you wholie gave yourself to leudenesse, luste^ 
and lecherie : you were an open enemie to vertue, a frende to 
vice. What should I saie ! I doe but waste the tyme in the 
settyng of you forth, and therefore will leave you like as I 
founde you. .; 

This letter brought Mistres Doritie into suche a furie, when 
she had perused it, thet she sware, by no beggers, she would be 
80 revenged upon the Doctor, that she would make hym a spec- 
tacle to all the phisitions in the worlde, how they should abuse 
an honest gentlewoman while thei lived. And in the middest 
of her melancholic, her dearest fireende the Souldiour happened 
to come in, whom she made partaker of all her secretes, 
shewyng him the letter whiche Maister Doctor had sent her j 
and as thei were devisyng how to use revengemente, a mes- 
senger was knocking at the doore, to deliver a letter from the 
Lawyer, the tenure whereof followeth in this manor. 

• 

Maie this bee the rewarde of my true and &ithfiill love 
whiche so firmely I have borne thee ! or is this the delight of 
thy dalliaunce, whiche so many tymes thou haste used with 
me i So careleslie to shake me of, as though I had conunitted 
some notable abuse, when in deede I have loved thee a greate 
deale more then I perceive thou art worthie of. Oh, feminine 
flatterie ! 0, &ined feuny^g ! O, counterfet courtesie ; O, depe 
dissimulation ! But what hope is otherwise to be looked for 
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in these kites of Gressides kinde! or what constancie maie 
any man thinke to finde in a woman ! No, no ; if a man maie 
generally speake of their sexe, you shall never finde them but 
counterfect in their courtesie, &ined in their frendship, dis- 
sembling in their deedes, and in all their actions moste daun- 
gerous for men to deale withall : for if she have a faire &ce, it 
is ever matched with & cruell harte ; their heavenly lookes 
with hellishe thoughtes ; their modest countenauncesf with 
mercilesse mindes 5 thei have witte, but it is in wiles ; if thei 
love, it is too vehement ; when thei hate, it is to the death. 
But, good God ! with how many fopperies are thei accustomed 
to feede fooles[! 1 meane suche as bee lovemakers and [suiters 
unto theim, whom thei delaie with as many devises as thei be 
in number that seekes to serve them. Some thei lure with 
lookes ; some thei practise with promises ; some thei feede with 
flattery ; some thei delaie with daliance ; some thei winde in 
with wiles-; some thei keepe with kisses; some they diet 
with dissimulation. One must weare her glove, an other must 
weare her garter ; another must weare her coulers ; another 
shall weare the spoile of as muche as she can gette from all 
the reste by cousonage : and yet to see how daintie these dar- 
lynges wil seeme to those that be not acquainted with their 
custoihes were able to dash a young man (TUt of countenaunce. 
I warrant you, thei can make it more nice then wise ; more 
coie then comely ; more fine then honest. And to whom doe 
thei make the matter most daungerous, but to them that de- 
serveth best to be rewarded I For where thei see a man that 
is drouned in affection towardes them, over hym thei will 
triumph, and can tell how to ride the foole without a snaffle : 
one while thei will crosse hym with froward language, then 
againe comfort hym with some &ined looke. Now she drives 
hym into desperation with frounyng face; by and by she 
baites hym againe with banquettes of uncertaine hope : suche 
is their evill nature, (as I saie) that thei will shewe themselves 
moste squemishe and daintie to hym that loves them moste 
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entirely, and hym that seekes them least dishonestly, hym thei 
rewarde with their coldest courtesie. For better proofe, lette 
a man seeke to winne one of these tender peeces that goes for 
a maide, honestly, and in the waie of manage, and I war- 
rant you she will make the matter more coye and nice to 
hym that meanes good earnest, then to an other that comes 
but to trie and prove them. And wlfot signes of shamefifcst- 
nesse will thei seeme to make, when a man doeth but touch 
them, fainyng themselves to be too young, when, indeede, if 
thei once past the age of fifteen yeres, (if thei were not afeard of 
breedyng of bugges in their beallie) by their good willes they 
would never be without the companie of a nian. Thus to con- 
clude, their nature is openly to scome all men, bee their loves 
never so honest, and secretly to reftise no manne, be his Inste 
never so leude. Full aptly did Salomon in his Proverbes com- 
pare you to wine, that can make us so dronken with your de- 
vises, that notwithstandyng we see the snares with our eyes, 
whiche you have sette to entangle us, wee can not shunne the 
baite whiche wee knowe will breede our bane. Thus muche, 
Mistres Doritie, I have thought good to signifie unto you, 
whose discourtisie at this tyme hath caused me so generally to 
envaie against your whole sexe, not otherwise mindyng to ac- 
cuse yourself perticularly, knowing that if you should other- 
wise have used me then you have, you should have degressed 
and swarved quite from your kinde, and so I leave you. 

Gentlewomen, I beseche you, forgive me my fault, in the pub- 
lishyng this infamous letter : I pi'omise you, I doe but signifie 
it accordyng to the copie whiche this unhappie Lawyer sent to 
Mistres Doritie ; and when I had well considered the blas- 
phemie that he had used against your sexe, I cutte my penne 
all to peeces wherewith I did copie it out, and if it had not 
been for the hurtyng of myself, I promise you, I would have 
cutte and mangled my owne fingers, wherewith I held the penne 
while I was writyng of it : and trust me, accordyng to my 
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skill, I could well have fonnde in my liarto to hare oncotsriirod 
hym with an annswere in your defence, but then I wan int^d*- 
rupted by an other, as you shall well perceive. For the HouU 
dioor, whiche you have heard spoken ct^ that wa« remainyrig 
with Mistres Doritie, when he liad ^^ruited this letter, was put 
into a wcmderfoll ehafe, and in the mUhhM of his furie he 
uWsndihtse wordes. 

Ah, mo^te vik and bla^hemous l^ea^t i what art th^/u, ttiai 
witk Tfjjg exitLunauoos goe$^ ali^>ut Up Af^tnh th//^ wh^/m Sfj 
an kwtst hmmsa^k: and manh/jod we b^ miA*A ff[i>^^ly Ut 
Imvt^ kwiHBK. 2a»l i«T€r«Ki^ ! what art t}<//«i ! a m^kft, a d^rrill^ 
«r a sdkiH Lawv^ ! Yea, jmr^Ii>. ar^ s^jr U^^ mak^ w^tl 
hsRfoi &a^e tK^>« tb^w^ ihji^i fi^ whit zl zl Ur 
ruB mj frf>£»»i6ia ; lor a« at t^;^ Crtt^ tK^ law«« 
aHKJSEKfi &> sifniativ pss^M^ xA t/> ^r^ <^^ry 69i^ hi# 

Ehfsl « "iiac -wvruiiii ^ii^ miiii^ at iii^ ir^rWr w^r^ 3i^>y» 
d'/TT^ mit TinAiuicaiiu. **<»: i**p»^ du*- sra^'x^iW: ^iT a wu?k«**l 

-irr jfeiafii^^rtKie S23in*c ^iinAi lifsa^ vaeA Trtnim Sio#t nadi j^r-' 

:lits ^PBP- aatte- ^ iw*- Tirw«i* v^id^ mki iiiniefi nea^ if iiao#!v 

i**?:^ ASt;^ »i*^^ it -iier ir^i^ ±:«au^ himcb 3un» aid 
r?*^ Titt Tiiac Tii«. *flr«fiiii "rmri TiTig- -jif^TT ir*ce 
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ated moBte perfecte, so they have still remained the storehonse 
of all grace, yertae, and goodnesse ; and that if there be any- 
thing founde in us men that is worthie of commendation, we 
are onely to give thankesto women, from whom wee receive it, 
as beyng descended from out their entrailes. But with how 
greate and manifolde miseries should wee men bee daily 
afflicted, were it not for the comforte wee finde at womens 
handes i for, besides that by their industrie we be netified, 
made more clendly, and kept swete, who otherwise of our 
selves we should become to bee moste filthie and lothsome crea- 
tures, so at all tymes and seasons thei bee so necessarie and 
convenient aboute us, that it were impossible for us to bee with- 
out their blessed companies. First, in our health thei content 
us with their familiaritie ; in our sicknesse thei cherish us ; in 
our mirth thei make it more abounde ; in sorrawe their com- 
panie doeth beguile our pensive thoughtes ; in pleasure thei bee 
our cheefe delightes ; in paine their presence bredeth comfort 
to our grief; in wealth what greater treasure then to enjoye 
our beloved 5 in want what greater wealth then a lovyng and 
faithfuU wife 5 in peace we labour still to get their likyng ; in 
warres thei make us shewe ourselves more valiaunt. But how 
is it possible that women should behave themselves, but that 
there are some wil finde &ught with them ! first, if she be 
familiare, we judge her to be light ; if she seeme anything 
straunge in her conversation. Ah ! we saie, she is adaungerous 
dame ; if merrie, wee thinke her to be naught 5 if sad, we saie 
she is more grave then honest ; if she bee talkative, we saie 
she is a tatlyng houswife ; if silent, we saie she is a sheepe ; if 
clendly in her apparell, we saie she is proude 5 if plaine, or 
homely, we saie she is a doudie, or a slut ; if thei denaie us 
their curt^sie when we sue unto them, wee saie thei be crueU 
tygers, beares, and bugges ; if thei have compassion of us, we 
discredit them amongst our companions. 

But see here the cunnyng of a caitife, that would wreste 
the wordes of Salomon to the dispraise of women, because iii his 
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Proverbes he compareth'them to wine. But, to interprete the 
words of Salomon by Salomon himself, in an other place oif 
the same Proverbes, he willeth wine should bee given to com- 
&rte those that bee feeble and weake: now, compare these 
places together,, and see what harme he hath doen to women ; 
and in my opinion he could not more aptly have made a com- 
parison, for -as wine is a comforte to those that are feeble and 
weake, so are women our greatest solace both in sicknesse and 
in health : but if any wil saie that wine maketh us dronken, 
and from reasonable men to become more brute then beastes, I 
aunswere, that the faught is not to be imputed to the wine, 
but to the beastlinesse of him that taketh more then enough ; 
for there is nothyng so precious for our behoofes, but by our 
own abuse we make it seeme most vile and lothsome : and thus 
graunting Maister Lawyer his comparison to be true, he hath 
doen little hurt, savyinghe hath shewed hymself a diligent 
schoUer to his maister the devill, who is father of all lyes, 
in maintainyng so manifest a lye against suche harmlesse 
creatures. 

There were many other speeches pronounced by this soul- 
diour in behaulf of women, whiche I have forgot to recite ; 
but I pray, gentlewomen, how like you by this souldiour? 
doe you not thynke hym worthie a sargantes fee for his aun- 
swere! In my opinion you ought to love souldiours the 
better for his sake. 

But to retoume to Mistres Doritie. Those two letters had so 
vexed her, that there was nothing in her minde but how she 
might be revenged. Her freende the souldiour promised for 
her sake, that he would so cudgill bothe Maister Doctor and 
the Lawier, that thei should not, in one moneth after, be able 
to lift their armes to their beds, savyng he wist not how to 
get them into a place convenient, for y* it- was dangerous to 
deale with them in the open streates : Mistres Doritie, givyng 
hym twentie kisses for his courtesie, tolde him she would de- 
vise to bryng them into some place where he might worke 
his will. 
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Presently after Mistres . Doritie sent for Maister Doctor; 
whom she knewe very well how to handle, and in a milde 
maner she began greatly to blame hyra, that beyng wise, as 
she knewe hym to be, would so ratably judge of her ; for that 
he might well know that there was some greate cause that 
moved her to use hym as she had doen, otherwise then he 
had conjectured : and thus with many other like speeches, 
she so smothed the matter with Maister Doctor, that she 
made hym beleeve her housbande had some suspition in theii* 
familiaritie, and that by his commaundement she had ab- 
stained his companie for a tyme : the which, Maister Doctor, 
(q^ she) I did for no evill will that I beare you, but for a tyme 
to bleare my housbandes eyes, thinkyng in the ende so to 
have handled the matter, that we might have continued our 
accustomed freendship without any maner of suspition; and 
then drawyng forthe the letter whiche the Doctor had sent 
her (she said). But see, Maister Doctor, your good opinion 
conceived in me : loe ! here the reward that I have for ray 
courtesie bestowed of you, thus to raile and rage against me, 
as though I were the moste notable strumpet in a countrey. 

The Doctdur, knowyng in what forme he had wright the 
letter, and desirous againe to renue his late acquaintaunce, 
aunswered, that he never writte letter unto her, whereby he 
had given any occasion for her to take any greef. No have? 
(qj Mistres Doritie) read you then heare your owne lines ; 
takyng hym the letter, which the Doctor, as I told you before, 
had lefte unpointed, and therefore in the readyng he pointed 
it after this maner :• — 

And who would have thought (Mistres Doritie) that for 
the lovyng advertisementes given you by your freende, you 
could so lightly have shaken hym of! If I burdened you 
with any thing that might seme greevous unto you, thinke it 
was love that ledde me unto it, for that I protest inwardlie in 
my minde, I did never esteeme you otherwise then for as 
honest a gentlewoman as lives this daie. In Bridwell, I have 
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heard sale, some have been scourged more upon evill will, then 
for any desertes whereof thei might justly be accused ; so if it 
be my hap to suffer undeserved penaunce, I muste impute it 
to mine owne misfortune, but yet coutrarie to my expectation, 
consideryng how I have ever taken you to be given in your 
conditions. To practise unseemly, filthie, and detestable 
thinges, I knowe you have ever abhorred; to live chastlie, 
decently, and orderly, you have ever bin trained up 5 to be 
wanton, proude, and incontinent, you never tooke delight ; in 
that was good, honest, or commendable, you wholie gave your- 
self ; to leudnesse, luste, and lecherie, you were an open ene- 
mie J to vertue a freende ; to vice — what should I saie ? I 
dooe but waste the tyme in the settyng of yott foorthe, and 
therefore will leave you like as I founde you. 

I praie you, Mistres Doritie (% the Doctor) where is this 
railyng and ragyng you speake of? I truste, I have written 
nothing that might discontent you. Mistres Doritie, per- 
ceivyng the knaverie of the Doctour, and seeyng the matter 
fell out so fitte for her purpose, first givyng him a freendly 
busse, she said, " Alas! my deare freend, I confesse I have 
trespassed in misconsteryng of your lines ; but forgive me, I 
praie you, and now have compassion of her, whose love to- 
warde you is suche, that it is impossible for me to live without 
your good likyng 5 and seyng that my housebandes jelousie is 
so muche, that you can have no longer accesse to my house 
but it must needes come to his eare by suche spie and watche 
as he hath laied, neither my self can goe abroade to any place, 
but I am dogged and followed by suche as he hath appointed ; 
but now if your love bee but halfe so muche towardes me as I 
trust I have deserved, and hereafter doe meane to requite, I 
have alreadie devised a meane how for ever I might eujoye 
my desired freend, without either lette or molestation of any 
one, seeme he never so muche to be offended at the matter. 

The Doctor, the gladdest man in the worlde to heare these 
newes, aunswered. And what is it, then, that should make you 
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stagger, or doubt of the frendship of your lovyng Doctor! 
no, not if thereby I should hazard the losse both of life and 
goodes. 

Alas ! (% Mistres Doritie) God defende I should worke you 
so greate a prejudice ; and I beseeche you use no more suche 
speeches unto me, that I should goe about to put you into 
any suche perill, the remembraunce whereof is more greevous 
unto me, then if I had felte the force of a thousande deathes : 
and now behold my determination, and what I have devised. 
You have a house not farre hence, standyng in the feeldes, 
whiche you keepe for your solace and recreation in the tyme 
of sommer : to this house I have devised how you male so 
secretly conveigh me, that you maie there keepe me at your 
pleasure to your owne use, and to my greate contentation, 
where I maie at pleasure enjoye hym, more dearely beloved 
unto me then the baales of myne owne eyes. — And here 
withall she £;ave him other Judas'* kisse, that the Doctor 
desired her of all freendship not to bee long in her deter- 
mination, for that he was readie to foUowe her direction when- 
soever it would please her to commaunde 5 yea, if it were pre- 
sently, he was readie. 

Mistres Doritie, who had driven the matter to that passe 
she looked for, saied : Naie, Maister Doctour, there resteth 
yet an other thyng : my housebandes jelousie (as I tolde you) 
is suche, that there muste bee greate circumspection used in 
the conveighyng me awaie, and therefore give eare to that I 
have devised. I have in my house a certaine male with 
stuffe, that is left with me to bee sent by the carriers into the 
countrie, whereof my housbande doeth knowe verie well : this 
stuffe I will cause to bee secretly taken forthe, and to bee sent 
to the carrier'^s trust up in some other thing, without any 
knowledge to any, savyng to my maide, that shall woorke this 
feate herself, whose trustinesse I knowe to bee suche, as there 
is no suspition to be had in the matter : the whiche, when she 
hath doen, she shall trusse up me in the same male ; then, see 
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that you feile not, to morowe in the evenyng, about eight of the 
clocke, disguised in a porter's weede, to come to my house to 
enquire for the same male, whiche you shall saie you will 
beare to the carrier'^s. My maide, who shall of purpose bee 
readie to waite for your commyng at the houre, shall make no 
bones to deliver you this male ; and thus, without either 
doubte or jealousie of any one, you maie carrie me into the 
feeldes, where for your better ease you maie take me forthe, 
and disguisyng ourselves wee maie walke together to your 
house aforesaied, where I maie remaine, without any manor 
of suspition or knowledge to any, so long as it shall please 
yourself. 

O, moste excellent devise ! (q^ the Doctor). I have this 
matter alreadie at my fingers endes, and I warrant you, you 
shall see me plaie the porter so cunnynglie, that how many 
so ever I meete, there shall none of them be able to suspect 
me. Thus, with a fained kisse that she againe bestowed of 
hym, for that tyme thei departed. 

Mistres Doritie in like manor sent for the Lawyer, whom 
she handeled in like sorte as she had doen the Doctor, 
makyng hym beleeve that her housebandes jealousie was 
suche, as she durst no more come in his companie ; but of her- 
self she loved him so entirely, that she would hazard any 
thyng for his sake : and because he should the better beleeve 
it, to morrowe (% she) in the aftemoone, my housebande will 
be forthe of the dores, wherefore I praie you faile not aboute 
three of the clocke to come and visite me, when we shall have 
leisure to disporte ourselves to our better contentation. Many 
like enticyng wordes she used, whiche so perswaded the 
Lawier, then dreadyng no badde measure at all, he promised 
her not to faile, but he would keepe his hower ; and thus de- 
parted, verie joyfiill that he had againe recovered his mistres. 
And the nexte daie, even as it had stroke three of the clocke, 
he was knockyng at the doore of this gentlewoman, who, look- 
yng for his conTimyng, was readie to receive him, and up thei 

l2 



148 RICHE HIS FAREWELL 

goe together to a chamber, whiche she had appointed for the 
purpose, where for a tyme she dalied hym of with devices, 
and sodainly her maide (accordyng as her. mistres had given 
her instructions) came hastely to the chamber doore, callyng 
her mistres, saiyng that her maister was come in, and had 
asked for her. 

Mistres Doritie, who was not to leame to plaie her parte, 
seemed to be striken into a wonderful feare. Alas ! (q^ she to 
the Lawier) for the love of God keepe yourself secret for a 
tyme, that I maie goe doune and ridde hym awaie, if it be 
possible: and thus goyng her waie doune, she shuttes the 
doore after her. 

The Lawier, who was readie to bewraie hym self for feare, 
crepte under the bedde, where she lette hym alone the space 
of an hower 5 and then commyng up into the chamber, and 
could not see hym, she beganne to muse what was become of 
hym. He, hearyng one was come in at the chamber doore, 
beganne to prie out under the beddes feete, and perceivyng by 
the skirt of her goune who it was, with a feint voice he said, 
Alas ! my deare, what newes ? is your housebande gone ? 

Ah, my lovyng freende ! (% she) I was never so hardlie 
beset sith I was borne : my housebande is come home with 
three or fewer of his frendes whiche he mette withall m the 
citie, and bee come out of the countrey of purpose to make 
merrie with hym, and here thei bee appoincted this night to 
suppe, and hether bee come to their beddes so long as thei 
remaine in the citie, and this chamber is appointed for twoo of 
them to lye in, that for my life I knowe not what shifte to 
make, nor how to conveigh you hence. 

Alas ! (c[j the Lawier) then am I utterly undooen : for the 
love of God devise some meanes to conveigh me out of the 
house, for I would not remaine all night in this perplexitie, 
no, not for all the golde in the worlde. 

Mistres Doritie, makyng a little pause, sodainlie, as though 
ahe had an invention but even then come into her hedde, she 
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said, I have this onely remedie left : here is in the house a 
male ftiU of stuffe, whiche should this night be sent to the 
carriers 5 my devise is therefore to take forthe the stuffe, and 
laie it aside till somtyme the next weake, when I will make 
shift to sende the stuffe awaie verie well, and you shall be 
presently packed up in this male, whiche my maide shall doe 
while I am below with my housebande and his freendes, and 
so causyng a porter to be sent for, he shall carrie you to your 
chamber, or to any other place where it shall please yourself, 
so that my husebande seeyng this male got forthe of doores, 
will thinke it is the stuffe whiche he knoweth this night 
ahould be sent. 

No better devise in the worlde ((^ the Lawier) and let the 
porter conveigh this male to my chamber, you knowe where, 
and deliver it to my manne, as sent from his maister, and will 
hym to give hym fourtie pence for his labour. 

The matter thus determined, Mistres Uoritie sent up her 
maide with this emptie male, wherein she trussed up the 
Lawier, and there she left hym, liyng from five of the clocke 
untill it was past eight, and in the sommer season. The 
weather beyng verie hotte, the Lawier had like to have been 
smothered, where he laye at the length. Accordyng to poinct- 
mente comes Maister Doctour, disguised like a right porter, 
with a longe gaberdine doune to the calfe of his legges, and 
he enquires for a male that should goe to the carriers. Yea, 
Marie {(^ the maide), if you please to come in, it is ready for 
you. The Doctor, beeyng a good sturdie lubber, tooke up the 
male verie easily, for feare of brusyng the gentlewoman's 
tender ribbes, whom he had thought he had upon his backe 
and thus forthe of dores he goes, takyng the next waie to- 
Wardes his lodgyng. 

Mistres Doritie, with her beloved soldiour (whom she had 
made privie to her devise), stoode where she might see Mais- 
ter Doctor, in his porter'^s weede, goyng with his carriage • 
whereat, when thei had a while sported themselves, the soul- 
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diour folowed Maister Doctor an easie pase, but onely to kepe 
the sight of hym ; and the Doctour he tooke his waie through 
the streetes with a maine pase, till he had recovered the 
feeldes, where lookyng aboute hym, to see what oompanie was 
stirryng, sawe no bodie neare hym but the souldiour, whom 
he did not knowe, and then crossyng the waie from the com- 
mon pathes, he came to the side of a bancke, and beyng wearie 
(as he was not to be blamed, consideryng the knavishe bur- 
then that he had borne uppon his backe), he, laiyng doune the 
male tenderlie uppon the side (rf the bancke, seeying nobodie 
but the souldiour, who was but a little distance from hym, 
saied. Ah ! my sweete wenche, I can see no creature stirryng 
in al the feeldes but ^ne manne, which is commyng this waie, 
who so soone as he is paste, I will undoe the male. 

The Lawier in the male, when he felt the porteif lay hym 
doune, was in a good hope that he had been in his owne cham- 
ber, but hearyng by these speeches that he was in the feeldes, 
began to conjecture assuredly that the porter had spoken those 
wordes to some woman that was in his companie, with whom 
he was confederate, for the stealyng: of suche thinges as thei 
should finde in the male, and that when thei should open the 
male, and finde hym there, thei would not sticke to cut his 
throte, for feare least he should bewraie them, and for the 
onely spoile of suche thyngos as he had about hym, that the 
Lawier was in suche a perplexitie that he wiste not for his 
life what he might doe : one while he had thought to have 
cried out for helpe ; then he thought it would the soner bryng 
hym to his ende ; and as he continued thus in the middest of 
his muse the souldiour was come to the place, and speakjmg 
to the Doctor he saied : Porter, it seemeth thou haste been 
knavishly loden, for I perceive thou art very hot ; but what 
hast thou in thy male, I praie thee, that thou art carriyng 
this waie so late in the evenyng ? Marie {(^ the Doctor) I 
have ware there, suche as it is. Hast thou ware, knave ? (q^ the 
Souldiour) is that a sufficiente aunswere? What ware is 
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it ? mennes ware^ or women'^s ware ? Sir^ I knoe not (% the 
t>orter), 1 have but the carriyng of it to a gentleman'^s house 
that is here hard by. Well (% the Souldiour), undoe your 
trusse, for I will see what wares you have there before you 
and I depart. Why, sir (% the porter), should I be so bolde 
to undoe a gentleman'*s male, that is deliyered me in trust to 
be caried! No, sir, you shall pardon me, if you were my 
&ther. And herewithall he tooke the male upon his backe^ 
and beganne to goe his waies ; but the Souldiour, knowyng 
better what was in the male then the porter hymself that 
carried it, and beeyng provided for the purpose with a good 
cudgell, let drive halfe a dozen bloes at the male, as it laie 
upon his backe, so surely, that the Lawier cries out, Alas ! 
alas ! alas ! — Why,-porter {(^ the Souldiour), have you quicke 
wares in your male : no mervaile, you were so daintie in the 
shewyng of it. 

Here withall the Doctor laied doune his male, and kneelyng 
doune to the Souldiour, said. Ah, sir ! for the love of God bee 
content, and I will not let to confesse the whole truthe unto 
you. I have a gentlewoman in my male, whiche I have stolne 
&om her housebande, and seyng you to be a gentleman, but 
yong in yeres, and impossible but that you should love the 
€Ompanie of a faire woman, beholde I will deliver her unto 
you to use at your pleasure, and when you shall see tyme to •^ 
restore her unto me againe, desiryng you, sir, of all courtesie, 
to seeke no other displeasure against us. You have saied 
well (% the Souldiour) ; but is she suche a one as is to bee 
liked, faire, freshe, and yong I Trust me, sir ((^ the Doctor), 
if she bee not as faire and well likyng as any dame within 
the walles of this citie, make me an example to all other how 
thei shall dissemble with a gentleman suche as you are. Thou 
saiest well (q^ the Souldiour), and now I thinke long till I 
have a sight of this paragon, whiche thou haste so praised 
unto me. You shall see her straight, sir (q^ the Doctor) : and 
here withall he began to unlase the male with great expe* 
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dition ; whiche, when he had unlosed at the one ende, that Tie 
might come to the sight of this gentlewoman's fece (as he had 
thought), he saied to the Soldionr, See here the sight whiche 
you so muche desire ! and puUyng the ende of the male open 
with his handes, the Lawier thruste forthe his hedde, and 
looked with suche a piteous countenaunce, as though he had 
been readie to bee touimed of the ladder ; but the Doctor, 
sejrng a face to appeare with a long beard, was in suche a 
maze, that he could not tell in the worlde what he might saie. 
The Souldiour, who had never more adoe then .to forbeare 
laughter, to see how these twoo, the one beheld the other, 
saied to the Doctor : And is this the faire gentlewoman whiche 
thou hast promised me \ Haste thou no bodie to mocke but 
me, that with suche commendations thou givest praise to a 
woman, whereby to set my teeth an edge, and then in the 
ende thus to delude me ? But I will teache thee how to plaie 
the knaye againe while thou li veste. And here withall he layed 
on with his cudgell, sparyng neither hedde, shoulders, armes, 
backe, nor breast ; and so he bumbasted the Doctor, that for 
the space of a quarter of a yere after, he was not able to lift 
an urinall so hye as his hedde. 

The Lawier, who had nothyng out of the male but his 

hedde, seeyng this fraie, struggeled so muche as he could to 

^tave gotte forthe, and to have runne awaie, while the porter 

^ was a beatyng \ but it would not bee, his armes were so surely 

laced doune by his sides, that for his life he could not gette 

them forthe. 

The Souldiour, when he had throughly requited Maister 
Doctour's knaverie that he had used against his beloved mis- 
tres in his letter, left hym, and beganne to bende hymself to- 
wardes the Lawier. The Lawier, seyng the Souldiour com- 
rayng, had thought verely that he had been some good fellowe 
that was walkyng there so late, to have taken some prey, said: 
O sir ! for the love of God spare my life, and take my purse : to 
whom the Souldiour aunswered : Naie, villaine, my commyng 
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is neither to take thy life nor thy purse, but to minister re- 
vengemente for thy large speeches, whiche, like a discourteous 
wretche, thou haste used against a woman : and there with all 
laied upon hym so long as he was able to fetch any breath, 
and then callyng the porter unto hym, he saied : Let these 
wordes whiche T rainde to speake suffice for a wamyng to you 
bothe : if ever I maie leame that any of you, hereafter this, do 
use any misdemeanure towardes any woman, either by word 
or writyng, assure your selves, that although I have but dallied 
with you at this tyme, I wil devise some one meane or other 
to minister revenge, that all suche as you bee shall take an ex- 
ample by you. And thus I leave you ; goyng his waie to his 
sweete harte, tellyng her the whole discourse how he had 
spedde, by whom he was welcomed with a whole laste of 
kisses, &c. 

And now to retoume to those twoo that were lefte in the 
feeldes, as you have heard. The Doctor, takyng good vewe of 
the Lawyer, knewe hym verie well, but the Doctor was so dis- 
guised in his porter'^s apparrell, that the Lawyer did not knowe 
hym, but saied unto hym : A mischeef light of all suche porters, 
that when thei be put in truste with carriages into the citie, 
will bryng them into the feeldes to such banquettes as these ! 
Marie, (% the Doctor) a mischeef take all suche burthens, that 
when a manne hath almoste broken his backe with bearjmg 
them, and then shall receive such a recompence for his labour 
as I have doen ! Villaine ! (cjj the Lawyer) why diddest thou 
not beare me to my chamber, as thou wert willed when thou 
diddest receive me ? I would I had carried thee to the gallowes 
(q^ the Doctor) so I had escaped this scouryngj but I perceive 
this banquette was prepared for us bothe. And here withall 
with much adoe he got of the porter's coate, and making him- 
self knowne to the Lawyer, eache of them conferred with the 
other, how cunnyngly thei had been dealt withall, and did 
thinke it not beste for them any farther to deale in the matter, 
for feare of farther mischeef; but with much adoe got them 
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home, where the Lawier kept his bedde very long after. But 
the Doctor tooke sparmaceti, and suche like thynges that 
bee good for a brose, and recovered hymself in a shorte 
space. 

Now, it fell out aflerwardeS) that this Souldiour, who lived 
in greate credite with Mistres Doritie, (as he had well de- 
served) was imployed in the kynges warres against forraine 
fooes, with a greate number of others, wh^e he spent his life 
in his princes quarrell ; and Mistres Doritie, sorrowing a long 
tyme the losse of so faithfoll a freende, seeyng the diversitie 
of men, that she had made her choise emongst three, and had 
found but one honest, feared to fall into any further infamie, 
contented herself to live orderly and &ithfully with her hous- 
band al the rest of her life : and her housebande, who never 
understoode any of these actions, loved her dearely to his 
diyng daie. 

And now to sale somethyng of the other brother and his 
wife, whiche as you have heard was suche a notable scold, that 
her housebonde could never enjoy good daie, nor merie houre. 
She was suche a devill of her tongue, and would so crossebite 
hym with suche tauntes and spightfull quippes, as if at any 
tyme he had been merrie in her companie, she would tell hym 
his mirthe proceaded rather in the remembraunce of that she 
had brou^t hym, then for any love that he had to beiself. If 
he were sadde, it was for greef she was not dedde, that he might 
eajoye that she had. If he used to goe abroad, then he had 
been spending of that he never gotte himself. If he taried at 
home, she would saie it was happie he had gotten suche a wife, 
that was able to keepe hym so idelly. If he made any pro- 
vision for good cheare, or to fore well in his house, she would 
bid hym spende that whiche he hymself had brought. If he 
shewed hymself to bee sparyng, then she would not pinche of 
that whiche was her owne. Thus, doe what he could, all that 
ever he did was taken in the worste parte ; and seyng that by 
no manor of &ire meanes he was able to reclaime her, in the 
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ende he devised this waie : hymself, with a trustie freend that he 
made o( his counsaill, gotte and pinioned her armes so faste, 
that she was not able to undoe them, and then pattyng her 
into an old peticoate, which he rent and tattered in peeces of 
purpose, and shakyng her heire loose about her eyes, tare her 
smocke sleeves, that her armes were all beare, and scratching 
them all over with a bramble, that the bloud followed, with a 
greate chaine about her legge, wherewith he tied her in a darke 
house that was on his backside, and then callyng his neibours 
about her, he would seeme with greate sorrowe to lament his 
wives distresse, telling them that she was sodainly become 
lunatique ; whereas, by his geasture, he tooke so greate greefe, 
as though he would likewise have runne madde for companie. 
But his wife (as he had attired her) seemed in deede not to be 
well in her wittes ; but, seeyng her housebandes manors, shewed 
her self in her conditions to bee a right Bedlem : she used no 
other wourdes but cursynges and banninges, criyng for the 
plague and the pestilence, and that the devill would teare her 
housbande in peeces. The companie that were about her, thei 
would exhorte her, Good neighbour, forget these idle speeches, 
which doeth so muche distemper you, and call upon God, and 
he will surely helpe you. — Call upon God for help ? (q^ the other) 
wherein should he helpe me, unlesse he would consume this 
wretche with fire and brimstone ? other helpe I have no need 
of. Her housebande, he desired his neighbours, for God's love, 
that thei would helpe him to praie for her ; and thus, altogether 
kneeling doune in her presence, he beganne to saie. Miserere, 
whiche all theie saied after him ; but this did so spight and 
vexe her, that she never gave over her railyng and ragyno* 
againste them all. But in the ende, her houseband, who by 
this shame had thought to have reclaimed her, made her to be- 
come from evil to worse, and was glad hymself, in the ende, 
cleane to leave, and to get hymself from her into a straunge 
countrey, where he consumed the rest of his life. 
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Thus to conclude, besides the matter that I meane to prove^ 
menne maie gather example here, when they goe a wivyng, 
not to chose for beautie without vertue, nor for riches without 
good conditions. There be other examples^ if thei be well 
marked, worth the learning, both for men and women, whiche 
I leave to the discretion of the reader. 
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OP GONSALES AND HIS VERTUOUS WIFE 

AGATHA. 

THE ARGUMENT OF THE SIXT HISTORIE. 

Gonsales, pretendynff to poison his verteom wife for the love of a 
courtesaney craved the helpe of Alonso^ a acholer, aomethyng 
practised in phisicke^ tcho, in the steade of poyson^ gave hym 
a ponder^ whiche did but hryng her in a sounde sleepe duryng 
certaine howers ; bid GonsaJesJudgyng {in deede) that his wife 
had been dedde^ caused her immediately to be buried. The 
scholer againe^ knowyng the operation of his poulder^ for the 
greate love he bare to Agatha^ went to the vault where she was 
entombed^ about the hower that he knewe sJie should awake; 
when^ after some speeches used betweene theim^ he carried her 
home to his owne house^ where she remained for a space. In 
the meane tyme^ Gonsales^ beeyng married to his courtisane^ tpas 
by her acctised to the Govemourfor the poisoning of his first 
wife ; whereof being apprehend^ he confessed thefacte^ and was 
therefore judged to dye^ whiche beyng knoume to Agatha^ she 
came to the Judge^ and dearyng her housbande of the crime^ 
thei lived together in perfect peace and amitie. 

There was sometyme in the citie of Siville, in Spaine, a 
gentilman named Gbnsales, who, though he were a man of 
yeares sufficient to be staied, and to give over the wanton 
pranckes of youthfiill foUie, yet was he by nature so enclined 
to foUowe his lustes, and withall so variable and so unconstant, 
that he suffered hymself to be ruled wholy by his passions, and 
measured all his doynp; rather by his delightes and pleasures 
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then by sounde discourse, and rule of reason. This gentleman, 
fallyng in love with a gentlewoman of the saied citie, whose 
name was Agatha, sought all the meanes he could to have her 
to wife 5 and her freendes, although thei were well enough 
enformed of the disposition of Gonsales, wherby thei might 
have feared the entreatie of their kinswoman, for that thei 
knewe him very riche, and her dowrie not to be very greate, 
thei were well content to bestowe her uppon hym, and thought 
that thei had in so doyng placed her very well. But, before 
the first yere after their marriage was fuUie expired, Gonsales, 
followyng his wonted hnmour, and waxing wearie of love, grewe 
to desire chaunge, givyng thereby a notable example for women 
to leame, how little it is to their commodities or quiet, to matche 
themselves to suche that be rather riche then wise ; and how 
muche it were better for them to bee married to men then to 
their goodes. 

For, beeyng come to sojoume, in that streate wherein he 
dwelt [lived] a notable courtesane, who to the outward shewe 
was verie faire, though inwardly she was moste foule, as she that 
under a goodlie personage did cover a wicked and dangerous 
minde, corrupted with all vices, as for the moste part all suche 
women doen. It was Gonsales chaunce to be one of the first 
that fell into those snares, whiche she had sette for suche simple 
men'^s raindes, as haunte after the exteriour apparance of those 
thynges whiche their senses make them to delight in, and not 
considering the daunger whereunto thei commit themselves, by 
followyng of their disordinate appetites, doe suflfer themselves 
to be entrapped by suche leude dames : emong whiche this, 
forsoothe, was one that was of singular skill to captive men^s 
mindes, whiche by experience and by the naturall disposition 
of her mynde, bent wholie to deceipte and naughtinesse, had 
learned a thousand giles and artes, which waie to allure men 
with the plesauntnesse of her baites. Wherefore, afi;er he was 
once entangled with her snares, he fell so &rre beyond all rea- 
son and past all beleef, to dote upon this strumpet, that he 
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could finde no reste, nor no contentment, but bo long as he 
was with her. 

But she, beeyug as dissolute a dame as any lived in the 
world, and as greedie likewise of gaine as ever any was of her 
profession, would not content herself with Gonsales alone, but 
yeelded unto as many as list to enjoye her, if thei came with 
their handes fiill, and spared for no coste to reward her libe- 
rallie. Whiche thyng was unto hym, that was so besotted on 
her, so greevous and so intoUerable, that nothyng could be 
more. 

There was at that same tyme a scholer in the citie that 
studied phisicke, with whom Gonsales had familiar acquaint- 
aunce ; and the Scholler thereby havyng accesse and conversa- 
tion in his house, beganne bo fervently to be in love with 
Agatha, his wife, that he desired nothing so earnestly in the 
worlde as to enjoye her, and to winne her good will. Where- 
fore, havyng (as I have said) free accesse to her house, and to 
declare his affection unto her without suspition, he ceased not 
by al the meanes he was able to devise to soUicite and to pro- 
cure her to yeelde unto his desire. With his endevour und 
eameste suite, although it were unto Agatha noysome and dis-' 
pleasaunt, as she that was disposed to kepe herself honest, and 
that she could- in that respecte have been very glad that he 
would forbeare to frequent her house, yet knowyng her 
housebande to be a man of no verie greate substaunce, and but 
slenderly stuffed in the hedpeece, and that he delighted greatly 
in the &miliaritie of the Scholler, she forced herself to endure 
with pacience the importunate molestation whiche he still 
wearied her withall; takyng from hym, neverthelesse, all 
hope to obtaine at any tyme any favour at her handes, and 
cutty ng hym shorte from all occasions as muche as she could 
whereby he might have cause either to molest her, or to looke 
for anything to proceade from her that were lesse then honest. 

The Scholer, perceivyng that his owne travaile to win her 
affection was but labour loste, thought best to trie, if by the 
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allurment or perwasion of any other, he might haply move her 
to shew herself more courteous and favourable unto him. 
Wherefore, having founde out an olde mother Elenour, a dis- 
ciple of the Spanishe Celestina, suche a one as was most can- 
nyng and skilfuU^in moUifiyng of women'^s mindes, to worke 
them afterwarde to receive the impressions of their lovers, he 
caused her to take acquaintaunce of Agatha, and by degrees 
(as though she had been moved with pittie and compassion of 
her case) to declare unto her the love which her housband bare 
unto the courtisane, and to showe her how unworthiehe was that 
she should be true unto hym. And in the end, passyng from 
one speech to an other, she saied plainly unto her, that it was 
a greate follie, since her housebande did take his pleasures 
abroade with other women, to stande to his allowances, and to 
take the leavyng of his strumpets, and therewith to bee con- 
tent ; and that, if she were in her case, and had a houseband 
that would strike with the sworde, she would undoubtedly re- 
quite hym, and strike with the scabberde : so she counselled 
her to doe likewise. 

Agatha, beyng a very discrete gentlewoman, and lovyng her 
housbande as an honest woman ought to doe, saied to her in 
aunswere of her talke, that she would bee right glad to see her 
housbande to be suche a man as she wished hym to be and as 
he ought to be ; but that since she sawe it would not be, and 
that he could not frame hymself thereto, she would not take 
from hym or barre hym of that libertie, whiche either the cus- 
tome of the corrupted worlde*, or the priviledge that men had 
usurped unto themselves, had given unto them, and that she 
would never, for her part, violate or breake that &ithe whiche 
she had given hym, nor slacke or neclect that care and regarde 
of her honour whiche all women by kinde and nature ought to 
have, as the thing that maketh them to bee most commended 
throughout the worlde, let her housbande doe what he list, and 
like and love as many other women as pleased hym. And 
that she thought herself so muche the rather bounde so to doe, 
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because he did not in the rest misuse her any waie, or suffer 
her to want anything that reasonably she could desire or crave 
at his hands ; and for that she had not brou/2;ht hym in effect 
any other dowrie, worthie to bee accompted of, then her ho- 
nestie : wherefore, she was fiiUy resolved never to varie from 
that constant resolution. And finally, shewyng herself some- 
what moved and stirred with choler, she tolde her that she 
marvailed at her not a little (that beyng a woman of those 
yeres) that she should rather reprehend and chide yong folke, 
if she should see them so bent, then encourage them to evill, 
and mused much she could finde in her harte to give her suche 
counsell ; whiche she assured her was so displeasant and so 
ungratefiil, as if from henceforthe she durst presume to speake 
thereof any more^ she would make her understande, perchaunce 
to her smarte, how ill she could awaie with suche pandarly 
practises. 

This olde hag, havyng had her head washed thus without 
sope, departed from Agatha, and came unto the Scholler and 
tolde hym in breefe how ill she bad sped, and in what sorte 
the honest gentlewoman had closed her mouth ; whereof the 
Scholler was very sory : yet, for all this, he thought he would 
not give over his pursute, imaginyng that there is no harte so 
harde or flintie, but by long love, by perseverance, praier, and 
teares, male in the ende be mollified and wrought to be tender. 

In this meane season, Gonsales, still continuyng his olde 
familiaritie with the Scholer, and havyng made hym privie of 
the love he bare unto the courtisane, and what a greefe it was 
unto him to see her enjoyed by any other then by himself, 
one daie, among other talke betwene them of that matter, he 
saied unto the Scholer, that it never grieved hym so muche to 
have a wife as it did then, for that if he had bin unmarried, he 
would have taken Aselgia (for so was the courtisane named) to 
be his wife, without whom he could finde no rest nor quiete in 
mynde ; and so long as every man hath a share with hym in 
her, he accompted himself as ill as if he had had no parte in 
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her at all : and thereto saied further, that assuredly if it 
were not for feare of the lawe, he would ease hymself of that 
burden by riddyng of Agatha out of the worlde. 

Thereunto replied the Scholer, saiyng, that in deede it was 
a grievous thyng for a gentleman to be combred with a 
wife whom he could not finde in his harte to love ; and that 
in suche a case, he that did seeke the best waie he could 
to deliver hymself of that yoke, was not altogether unexcu- 
sable, though the rigor of justice had appointed severe punishe- 
mentes for suche as violentlie should attempt or execute any 
suche thyng : but that men, that were wise, could well enough 
finde out the meanes whiche waie to woorke their ententes, 
without incurryng any daunger of the lawe for the matter, 

Whiche language, indeede, he used unto hym but to feede 
his humour, and to see whereunto that talke in fine would 
tende, and accordyng to his desire, before it was long, Gonsales, 
havyng used the like speeches twoo or three tymes, and still 
findyng hym to soothe his saiyng, tooke one daie a good harte 
unto him, and brake his mipde unto the Scholer at large, and 
in plaine termes, to this effecte. 

Alonso, (for that was the scholer'*s name) I doe assure my- 
self, and make full accompt, that thou art my faste freende, as 
I am thyne, and I doubte not but that the freendship whiche 
is betweene us, doeth make thee no lesse sorie then myself to 
see me greeve with this continuall trouble of mynde wherein I 
live, because I can not compasse to take this woman whom I 
love so dearely to bee my wife, and by that meanes come to 
have the full possession of her unto myself, whiche is the thyng 
I doe desire above all other thinges in the worlde. And for 
as muche as I dooe perswade myself that by thy meanes, and 
with the helpe of thy profession, I maie happ to finde some 
remedie for my greef, I have thought good to tell thee a con- 
ceit whiche I have thought on often tymes^ wherein I meane 
to use thee and thy assistance for the better accomplishyng of 
my purpose in that behalfe, assuryng myself that thou wilte 
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iaot refuse or denie nie any fiirtheraunce that thy skill maie 
aforde me, or shrinke and drawe backe from the performyng 
of any freendly offer, whereby I maie come by to finde some 
ease of minde, and be delivered of that intoUerable torment of 
spirite wherewith I am oppressed, for the love of this Aselgia, 
in whom I have fixed and sette all my joyes and delightes. 
Thou shalte, therefore, understande that I am determined, as 
soone as I can possible, to ridde my handes of Agatha my 
wife, and by one meane or other to cause her to dye. And I 
have been a this good while about the execution of this my 
entent ; but because I could never yet devise the beste waie to 
performe it, so that her death might not bee laied unto my 
charge, I have delaied it hetherto, and perforce contente to 
beare the heavie burthen of my greeved mynde till nowe, 
whiche henceforwarde I am resolved to beare no longer, if thou 
wilt, accordyng to my trust in thee and as the freendship 
whiche is betweene us doeth require, graunt me thy furtherance 
and helpyng hande. Wherefore, knowyng that through thy 
long studie in phisicke thou haste attained so greate knowledge, 
that thou canst devise a noumber of secretes, whereof any one 
might bee sufBciente to bryng my purpose to effecte, I dooe 
require thee to fulfill my desire in that behalfe, and to give me 
thy helpe to bryng this my desire to passe : whiche if thou 
doe, I will acknowledge myself so long as I shall live to bee so 
muche bounde unto thee, that thou shalt commaunde me and 
all that I have, in any occasion of thine, as freelie and as boldlie 
as thou maiest now any thing that is thine owne. 

The Scholer, when he had heard Gonsales and his demaunde, 
stoode still awhile, as musyng upon the requeste, and in the 
meane while discoursed with hymself, how by the occasion of 
this entente and resolution of Gonsales he might perhappes 
finde out a waie to come by the possession of Agatha, and to 
have her in his handes and at his devotion. But, keepyng 
secrete his thoughtes and meanyng, he made hym aunswere, 
that true it was that he wanted not secrete com^aaavQVva>^\iCk 
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make foike dye with poison, so as it could never bee discerned 
by any phisition or other, whether the cause were violent or 
no, but that for twoo respectes he thought it not good to yeeld 
unto his requeste : the one, for that phisicke and phisitions 
were appoincted in the worlde, not to bereve menne of their 
lives, but to preserve them and to cure them of suche diseases 
as were daungerous and perillous unto theim : the other, be- 
cause he did forsee in what jeoperdie he should putte his owne 
life, whensoever he should dispose hymself to woorke any suche 
practise, consideryng how severely the lawes have prescribed 
punishementes for suche offences : and that it might fall out, 
how warely soever the thing were wrought, that by some sel- 
dome or unlocked for accident the matter might be discovered, 
(as for the moste parte it seemeth that God will have it) in 
whiehe case he were like toencurre no lesse'daunger then Gon- 
sales, and bothe (assured) without remission to lose their lives. 
And that, therefore, he would not for the first respect take 
upon hjm to doe that whiehe was contrarie to his profession ; 
nor for the seconde, hazarde his life to so certaine a daunger, 
for so hatefuU a thing as those practises are to all the worlde. 

Gonsales, verie sorie to heare his deniall, told hym that the 
lawes and dueties of freendship doeth dispense well enough 
with a manne, though for his freende he straine sometyme his 
conscience ; and, therefore, he hoped that he would not for- 
sake hym in a cause that concerned hym so weightilie as that 
did. And that neither of those twoo respectes (if thei were 
well considered) ought to bee able to remove hym from plea- 
suryng of his freende ; for that now adaies, aswell were they 
accompted and estemed phisitions that killed their pacientes, 
as thei that did cure them : and because the thing beyng kept 
secret betweene them twoo alone, he needed not to doubt, or 
feare any daunger of his life by the lawe ; for if it should by 
any mischaunce happen that he should bee imputed or bur- 
thened with poisonyng of his wife, he assured hym that he 
would never, whilest he had breathe, confesse of whom he had 
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the poison, but would rather suflfer his tongue to be pulled 
out of his hedde, or endure any torment that might be devised. 

The Scholler, at the laste, seemyng to bee wonne by the 
eameste of his petition, saied, that upon that condition and 
promesse of not revealyng him at any tyme, he would be 
content rather to shewe hymself freendlie unto hym, then a 
true professor of his science, or an exact regarder of his con- 
science, and that he would doe as he would have hym. 

And, havyng lefte Gonsales verie glad and joyful! for that 
his promesse, he went home, and made a certain e composition 
or mixture of ponders, the vertue whereof was suche, that it 
would make them that tooke any quantitie thereof to slepe so 
soundlie, that thei should for the space of certaine bowers seme 
unto all menne to bee starke dedde. And the nexte daie he 
retourned to Gonsales, and to deliver it unto hym, saiyng : 
Gonsales, you have caused me to dooe a thyng I proteste I 
would not dooe it for my life ; but since you maie see, thereby, 
that I have regarded more your freendshippe then my duetie, 
or the consideration of that whiche is honest and lawfiill, I 
muste require you eftsones to remember your promesse, and 
that you will not declare to any creature livyng, that you have 
had this poison of me. 

Whiche thinge Gonsales verie constauntlie upon his othe 
did promise hym againe; and havyng taken the ponder of 
him, asked hym in what sorte he was to use it ? And he tolde 
hym, that if at supper he did caste it there upon her meate, or 
into her brothe, she should dye that night followyng, without 
either paine or tormente, or any greevous accidentes, but goe 
awaie even as though she were asleape. That evenyng, at 
supper tyme, Gonsales failed not to put the ponder into his 
wife^s potage, who Jiavyng taken it, as sone as supper was 
doen, feelyng herself verie heavie and drousie, went to her 
chamber and gatte her to bedde, (for she laie not with Gonsales 
but when he liste to call her, whiche had been verie seldome, 
since he did fall into love with the strumpet) and, within an 
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hower after, the operation of the pouder tooke sache force in 
]ier bodie, that she laye as though she had l^een dedde, and 
altogether sencelesse. Gonsales, in like sort, when he sawe 
his tyme, went to his bed, and liyng all that night with a 
troubled minde, thinking what would become of Agatha, and 
what successe his enterprise, would take, the moniyng came 
upon hym before he could once close his eyes ; whiche beeyug 
come, he rose, not doubtyng but that he should assuredlie finde 
his wife dedde, as Alonso had pron^ised hym. 

As soone as he was up he went out of his house, and staied 
but an hower abroade, and then he retoumed home again, and 
asked his maide whether her mistres were up or no. The 
maide made hym aunswere, that she was yet asleape ; and he, 
makyng as though he had marveiled at her long liyng in bedde, 
demaunded her how it happened that she was so sluggishe that 
mornyng, contrarie to her custome, whiche was to rise every 
momyng by breake of the daie, and badd her goe and wake 
her, for he would have her to give hym something that laye 
under her keyes. The wenche, according to her maister's 
commaundement, went to her mistres beddeside, and havyng 
called her once or twise somewhat softely, when she sawe she 
waked not, she laied her hand upon her, and givyng her a 
shagge, she saied withall, Mistres, awake ! my maister calleth 
for you. But she liyng still, and not awakyng for all that the 
maide tooke her by the arme, and beganne to shake her good 
and hard, and she, notwithstandyng, nether answeryng, nor 
stirryng hande or foote, the maide retoumed to her maister, 
and tolde hym that for aught she could doe she could not 
gett her mistres to awake. Gonsales, hearyng the maide 
to saie so, was glad in his mynde ; but fainyng hymself to 
be busied about somwhat els, and that he regarded little her 
speeche, he bidde her goe againe, and shake her till she did 
waken. The maide did so, and rolled and tumbled her in 
her bed, and all in vaine : wherefore, commyng againe unto 
her maister, she saied unto hym, that undoubtedly she did 
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beleeve that her mistres, his wife, was dedde, for she had 
feunde her verie colde, and rolled her up and doune the bedde, 
and that yet sihe stirred not. 

What ! dedde ! q^ Gonsales, as if he had been all agaste and 
amazed ; and risyng there withall, he went to her beddes side, 
and called her, and shaked her, and wrong her by the fingers, 
and did all that might bee, as he thought, to see whether she 
were alive. But she, not feelyng anything that he did, laie 
still like a dedde boddie, or rather like a stone. 

Wherefore, when he sawe his purpose had taken so good 
effecte, to dissemble the matter he beganne to crie out, and to 
lament, and to detest his cruell destinie, that had so sone be- 
reved hym of so kind, so honest, and so &ithfiill a wife : and 
having in the ende discovered her bodie, and finding no spot 
or marke whereby any token or signe of poisonyng might be 
gathered, as one that would not seme to omit any office of a 
lovyng husband, he sent for the phisition to loke upon her ; 
who, havyng used some suche meanes as he thought mete to 
make her come to herself, finally, seyng her to remaine un- 
moveable, and without sence, concluded that some sodaine 
accident had taken her in the night, whereof she had died, and 
for dead he left her. 

At whiche his resolution, though Gonsales were very glad, 
yet to the outward shewe declaryng hymself to be verie sorie, 
and full of woe and heavinesse, he behaved hymself in suche 
cunnyng sorte, as he made all the worlde beleeve that he would 
not long live after her : arid havyng called her freendes, and 
lamented with them her sodaine death and his misfortune, in 
fine, he caused her fimerall to bee very sumptuouslie and ho- 
nourably prepared, and buried her in a vaute, whiche served 
for a toumbe to all his ancestours, in a churche of a frierie that 
standes without the citie. 

Alonso, that was verie well acquainted with the place, and 
had hymself a house not verie farre from that frierie, wente his 
waie that same night unto his saied house, and when he sawe 
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the ijme to serre for his purpose, he gatte hym to the Tante 
or toombe therein Agatha was kied, with one of diese little 
laotems that thei eall blinde lanterns, because thet tonme tbem, 
and hide their lite when thei liste. And beeanse he was a 
jong manne of Terie good strengthe, and had brought with 
hym ins^rnmentes of iron to open die tonmbe, amd lifte up the 
stone that eoYered it, he gatie it open, and havyng under- 
propped it sorely, he went into the yaote, and toke the woman 
straight waie in his annes, minding to brjng her out, and carrie 
her awaie so asleape as she was. But the force and yertue of 
the ponder beejng finished and spent, assone as he moved her 
she awaked out of her sleape, and seyng herself clad in that 
sorte, emong ragges and dedde bones, she beganne to tremble, 
and to crie : Alas ! where sun I ! or who hath brou<^t me 
hether, wretche that I am I — Marie, that hath your cruel! and 
un&ithfull honsebande, aunswered the Scholer ; who havyng 
poisoned you, to marrie a common strumpet, hath buried yoa 
here, whether I come to trie if by my skill I could revive you, 
and call backe your soule, by those remedies whiche I had de- 
vised, unto your bodie againe: whiche if I could not have 
doen as I entended, I was resolved to have died here by you, 
and to have laied my dedde bodie here by yours, to reste until 
the latter dale, hopyng that my spirite should in the meane 
while have come and enjoyed yours, wherever it had been. 
But since the heavens have been so fiivourable unto me, as in 
this extreame daunger wherein you were, to graunt suche ver- 
tue onto the remedies whiche I have used toward you, as the 
whiche I have been able to keepe undissolved your gentle spi- 
rite with your faire bodie, I Jiope (my deare) that you wil 
henceforthe consider what the affection of your wicked boos- 
bande hath been toward you, and how greate good will, and 
by consideration thereof, disceme and resolve whiche of us 
twoo hath beste deserved to be beloved of you. 

Agatha, findyng herself in that sort buried in deede, did 
easily beleeve the truthe whiche the Scholer told her, and to 
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her self concluded that her housebande had shewed hymself, in 
her behalf, a man of all other moste craell and disloyall. 
Wherfore, toumyng herself toward the Scholer, she saied unto 
hym. 

Alonso, I can not deny but that my housebande hath been 
to me not onely unkinde, but cruell also : nor I can not but 
confesse that you have declared yourself to bee moste lovyng 
and affectioned toward me : and of force I must acknowledge 
myself beholdyng unto you, of no lesse then of my life, since 
(alas !) I see myself here emong dedde bodies, buried alive. 
But for as muche, as though my housebande have broken his 
vow to me, I have not yet at any tyme fidled my faithe to 
hym, I doe require you, that if you desire that I should 
esteeme this kind and lovyng office of yours as it deserveth to 
bee esteemed, or make accompt of this life whiche you have 
given me, you will have due regardeand consideration of myne 
honestie, and that you will not, by offeryng me any villainie, 
(whiche neverthelesse I can not any waie misdoubte, where I 
have alwaies founde so muche and so greate courtesie) make 
this your courteous and pitiAiU acte to bee lesse commendable 
and praise worthie then it is : whiche, if you dooe bridle your 
unlawfull and sensuall appetite and desire, will remaine the 
moste vertuous and worthie of honour and &me, that ever 
courteous gentleman hath doen for a miserable woman, since 
the worlde began. 

Alonso &iled not with affectuail and manifest argumentes 
to perswade her, that her housband had now no more right or 
title to her at all ; and that although he had, yet, if she were 
wise, she should not committe herself unto his courtesie againe, 
since, by this mortall token, he had given her a sufficient tes- 
timonie of his ranckor and evill will towardes her, whereby she 
might well enough bee assured not to escape, whensoever she 
should resolve to putte herself againe into his handes : and that, 
therefore, she was not to make any accompt of hym, but to 
shewe herself thankfiill for so greate a benefite as she had re- 
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ceived, and to requite hym so with her favour and courtesie, 
as he might now in the ende attaine to gather the fruite of his 
long and constaunte good will, and of his travell susteined for 
the saflfegarde of her life. And with those woordes bendyng 
hymself towarde her, he would have taken a kisse of her lippes, 
but Agatha, thrustyng hymbacke, saied to hym again. 

If my housebande (Alonso) have broken those bandes, where- 
with I was knit unto hym by matrimonie, through his wicked 
and leude demeanour, yet have not I for my parte dissolved 
theim, neither will I at any tyme^ so long as I shall live. As 
for committyng myself unto his courtesie, or goyng any more 
into his handes, therein I thinke it good to foUowe your ad- 
vise : not that I would bee unwillyng to live and dwell with 
hym, if I might hope to finde hym better disposed, but because 
I would be lothe to fall eftsones into the like daunger and 
grevous perill. And as for requityng you for this your com- 
mendable travaile in my behalfe, I knowe not what better re- 
compence I am able to give you, then to rest bounde unto you 
for ever, and to acknowledge myself beholdyng unto your cour- 
tesie for my life ; whiche obligation, if it male satisfie you, I 
will be as glad and as content as I maie bee in this miserable 
state wherein I am. But if your meanyng perchance bee, that 
the losse of myne honestie should bee the rewarde and hire for 
your paines, I dooe beseche you to departe hence out of this, 
toumbe, and to leave me here enclosed ; for I had rather dye 
here, thus buried quicke through the crueltie of my housband, 
then through any such compassion or pitie to save my life, 
with the losse of myne honour and good name. 

The Scholer by those wordes perceived well enough the 
honest disposition of Agatha, whiche he wondered at, consi- 
deryng that the terror of death it self was not able once to 
move her from her faithfulnes and constancie of minde. And 
though it were grievous unto him to finde her so stedfast, 
yet hopyng that by tyme in the ende he might overcome her 
chaste and honest purpose, aunswered, that he could not but 
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coDimende her for her disposition, though he deserved a kinder 
recompence of his long and fervent love, and she a more lovyng 
and faithfuU housbande. But since she was so resolved, he 
would frame himself to be content with what she would, and 
not crave of her any thyng that she would not willingly graunt 
hym to have. And therewith helpyng her out of the sepulcher, 
he led her home unto his house, and lefte her there with an olde 
woman that kept his house, to whom he recomended her, and 
whose helpe he was assured of, to dispose the good will of 
Agatha toward^s hym, and the next momyng retoumed into 
the citie. 

Gonsales, after a fewe daies, seeming not to be able to live, 
without a wife to take care of his familie, wedded that honest 
dame, Aselgia, and made her mistres of hymself and all that 
he had. This, his newe mariage, so sone contrived, caused 
the freendes of Agatha to marvaile not a little, and to mis- 
doubte that the sodaine death of their kinsewoman had not 
happened without some misterie. Neverthelesse, havyng no 
token, nor evidence, or profe, thei helde their peace. But 
Gonsales havyng his desired purpose, and livyng with his 
newe wife, it befell unto hym (through Goddes just judgement 
with this his joly dame) as it chaunced to Agatha with hym 
before; for Aselgia, that was never wont to feede with so 
spare a diet, as she that had never bin contented before with- 
out greate chaunge, nor had not bin used to that kinde of 
straightnes (which Gonsales, fi^rowing jelous of her, began to 
keepe her in), but had alwaies lived at Ubertie, and with suche 
licentiousnesse, as women of her profession are wont to doe, 
became in shorte space to shewe herself so precise unto hym, 
and to hate and abhorre hym in suche extreme sorte, that she 
could not abide to see, or heare hym spoken of: by occasion 
of whiche her demeanour towardes hym, Gonsales, to his 
greefe, began at last to knowe and to disceme what difference 
there is betweene the honest and carefuU love of an honest 
wife, and the dissemblyng of an arrant strumpet. Wherefore 
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one daie, among the rest, complainyng of the little love whiche he 
perceived she bare hym, and she aunsweryng hym thawartly, 
Gonsales, fallyng into heate of choler, saied angerly unto her. 
Have I, thou naughtie packe, poysoned Agatha for thy sake, 
that was the kindest and the lovingest wife that ever man 
had! and is this the rewarde I have, and the requitall thou 
yeeldest me, to shewe thyself every daie more despightefuU and 
crabbed than other ? — Aselgia havyng heard hym, and noted 
well his wordes, tooke holde of them, and straight waie thought 
that she had founde the waie to rid herself of Gonsales: 
wherefore she reveiled his speeches unto a ribalde of hei9, 
such a one as supplied her want of that which Gonsales alone, 
nor ten suche as he were able to satisfie her withall, and in- 
duced hym to appeache hym for that facte, assuryng herself 
that the lawe would punishe hym with no lesse then death, 
and thereby she to remaine at libertie to dooe what she Ust 
againe, as she had doen before. This companion accused 
Gonsales upon his owne wordes unto the freendes of Agatha, 
who, havyng had halfe a suspition thereof before, went and 
accused him likewise before the judge, or hed magistrate of 
the citie ; whereupon Gonsales and his woman were both ap- 
prehended, and put to their examinations, to searche out the 
truthe 5 which Gonsales being halfe convicted by the confes- 
sion of the gentle peate, his newe wife, but chiefly grieved 
with the worme of his owne conscience, and to avoyde the 
torment of those terrors which he knewe were prepared for 
him, confessed flatly, afBrmyng that he had poysoned her with 
a poyspne which he had kept of long tyme before in his house, 
perfourmyng yet therein the promise whiche he had made 
unto the Scholer. And upon his owne confession sentence was 
given against hym, that he should loose his hed. 

Alonso, when he understoode that Gonsales was condemned 
to dye, was very glad thereof, supposyng that he beeyng once 
dead, Agatha (who all this while, for anythyng that the olde 
woman could sale or alledge unto her in the behalfe of Alonso, 
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would never yeeld or consent to any one poincte wherein her 
honour might have beene touched or spotted) should remaine 
at his discretion, and that she would no longer refuse to 
graunt hyni her good will, when she should see her self deli- 
vered of Gonsales. But the dale beyng come wherein he was 
to be put to execution, she havyng had inteligence of all that 
had passed, and knowyng that he was appointed to dye that 
dale, determined with herself that she would in that extremitie 
deliver her disloyall housebande, and give hym to understande 
how little she had deserved to bee so entreated by hym as she 
had been. Wherefore, havyng gotten out of Alfonso his house, 
she hied her unto the citie as fast as she could, and beeyng 
before the justice or magistrate she saied unto him : Sir, Gon- 
sales, whom you have condemned and commaunded to be put 
to death this daie, is wrongfully condemned ; for it is not true 
that he hath poysoned his wife, but she is yet alive, and I am 
she : therefore, I beseche you, give order that execution maie 
be staied, since that your sentence grounded upon a false 
enformation and confession, is unjust, as you maie plainly 
discerne, by me beyng here. 

When the govemour heard Agatha speake in this sorte, 
whom he had thought to have been deade and buried, he was 
all amazed, and halfe a&aied to looke upon her, doubtyng that 
she was rather her spirite or ghoste, or some other in her like- 
nesse, then a lively woman in deede ; for she was apparelled 
in a very plaine and black attyre, and was very wanne and 
pale, by reason of the affliction whiche she had indured, first 
for her owne ill fortune, and then for the mischaunce of her 
housband. 

In this meane while the sergantes and officers had brought 
Gonsales before the justice or magistrate, to the ende that he 
(accordyng to the custome of the citie) should give them com- 
maundement to leade hym to the place of execution, and there 
to fulfill his sentence upon him ; but as sone as Agatha per- 
ceived hym, she ranne unto hym, and takyng hym aboute the 
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necke, and kissing him, she said, Alas ! my deare housebande, 
whereunto doe I see you brought through your owne folly and 
disordinate appetite, which blinded your judgement ? Beholde 
here your Agatha alive, and not deade ; who even in this ex- 
tremitie is come to shewe herself that lovyng and faithftdl wife 
unto you that she was ever. 

The justice or govemour, seyng this straunge accident, 
caused execution to be staied, and signified the whole case 
unto the lorde of the countrey, who at that tyme chaunced to 
be at Sciville : who, wonderyng no lesse then the other at the 
matter, caused bothe Gonsales and his wife to be brouffht be- 
fore him, and demaunded of them how it had chaunced that 
she, havyng bin buried for deade, was now found alive ? Gon- 
sales could saie nothyng, but that for the love he bare unto 
Aselgia he had poysoned his wife, and that he knewe not how 
she was revived againe. But Agatha declared how the Scholler, 
with his skill, had delivered her from death, and restored her 
life unto her, but how or by what meanes she could not tell. 

The Lorde havyng sent for Alonso, and demaunded hym of 
the truth, was certified by hym, how that in steede of poison 
he had given to Gonsales a ponder to make her sleape ; af- 
firmyng likewise, that notwithstandyng the long and eameste 
pursuite whiche he had made to obtaine her love, and the 
crueltie and injurie whiche she sawe her housebande had used 
towarde her, to put her in that daunger and perill of her life, 
out of whiche he had delivered her, yet could he never by any 
perswasion or entreatie winne her to folfill his desire, or bryng 
her to make breache of her &ithe and honestie. By whiche 
reporte the Lorde knewe verie well, that in an honest woman 
the regarde and respect of her honour and chastitie doeth ferre 
exceade any other passion, for any miserie, be it never so 
great ; and commendyng highly the love and constancie of the 
woman towarde her housebande, and praisyng the pollicie of 
Alonso, he toumed hymself unto Gonsales, and saied unto 
hym. Full evill haat thou deserved to have so good and so 
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verteous a gentlewoman to thy wife, and in reason she ought 
DOW rather to be Alonao his wife then thine: neither wert 
thott worthie of lesae then that punishment which the lawe 
hath condempned thee unto, though she be yet alive, since thou 
as much as in thee laye hast doen to boreve her of herlife } but 
I am content that her vertue and goodneese shall so muche 
be available unto thee, that thou shalt have thy life spared 
unto thee for this tyme. Not for thy owne sake, because thon 
deeerrest it not, but for hers, and not to give her that sorowe 
and greefe whiche I knowe she would feele, if thou shonldest 
dye in that sorte ; but I sware unto thee, that if ever I maie 
understande that thou dooest use her henceforth otherwise 
then lovyngly and kindely, I will make thee, to thy greevoud 
paine, prove how severely I can punishe snche beastly and 
heinous fkctes, to the example of all others. 

Gonsales, imputyng hie former of^iace to want of witte and 
jndgemente, made promia unto the Lorde that he vrould 
Swales dooe as he had commanded bym ; and accordinglie, 
havyng forsaken cleane that baggage strumpette that he had 
wedded, he lived al the rest of his daies in good love and 
peace with Agatha his wifej whose chaste and constant minde 
caused Alonso, where before he loved her for her exterior 
beauty, ever after to reverence her, and in maner to worship 
her as a divine creature, for the excellencie of her vertue, 
resolving with hyraself, that a more constaunt &ithe and 
honest disposition could not bee founde in any mortall woman. 
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OF ARAMANTHUS, BORNE A LEPER. 

THE ARGUMENT OF THE VII HISTORIE. 

AramarUhus^ soonne to Modericke^ Kyng of Tolosia^ heeyng 
borne a leper^ was sent by his father to the Tie of Candy for 
remedies and by a tempeste at the sea the shippe teas driven 
into Tv/rkie^ where she was caste awaie^ and no manne saved 
but the childe ; whiche toas taken up by a poore fshennan^ and 
fostered as his ovmesoonne^ and afierwardes^ servyng the Twrke 
in his warres^ shewed himself so politiqt^y that the Ttirke, by 
his onely advise^ incroached muche upon the Christians^ and 
infine^ by his meane^ the City of Tolosia woa taken^ his father, 
put in prison^ and how in the ende he was knowne to bee the 
soonne of Bodericke, 

I shall not neede by any long circumstaunce to discribe 
how many troubles, tumultes, broyles, brabbles, murthers, trea- 
sons 5 how many kingdomes have been disturbed, how many 
countries laied wa^te : how many cities have been sacked, how 
many tonnes have been rased, and how many mischeefes have 
ever happened, sithence the firste creation of the worlde untill 
this present daie, by that monsterous vice, ambition, con- 
sideryng that every historic maketh mention, every chronicle 
beareth recorde, and every age, tyme, and season, have seen 
with their eyes, and this our tale that foUoweth shall some- 
thyng make more evident. 

There was sometyme remainyng in the famous citie of 
Tolosia a worthie kyng, whose name was Rodericke, who was 
likewise espoused to a moste vertuous queene, called Isabell : 
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and truely^ a happie court it might bee called, whiche thai 
held, as well for the love that was betweene the kyng and 
queene, as for the vertue and clemencie wherewith bothe the 
one and the other were accompanied. 

There was remainyng in the court the Duke of Garia, who 
was the onely brother of Rodericke, Kyng of Tolosia. This 
Duke, beeyng a greate deale more vicious then his brother was 
verteous, practised no other thing, but how he might come by 
the kyngdome of Tolosia ; knowing that there were no more 
betweene hym and it but the Kyng, who loved hym more 
dearely by a greate deale then he deserved. But it fell out 
the Queene Isabell was knowne to bee with childe, the Duke, 
verie lothe that any other heires should steppe in betwene 
hym and home, devised to poyson the Queene, and so had 
thought to have dooen by as many as the Kyng should have 
taken to wife (if at any tyme thei proved to be with child), 
but by the providence of God this poyson tooke no greate 
effecte in the Queene, saving that when she was delivered of a 
Sonne, the child was founde to be in a notable leprosie : and 
the Kyng, havyng intelligence of an excellent phisition (but 
especially for the curying of that disease) was remainyng in 
the isle of Candy, prepared a ship presently to sende the 
childe, whiche by the extreamitie of a contrarie winde was 
driven into Turkic, and the shippe caste awaie uppon the 
maine, and all the menne drouned exceptyng the childe, whiche 
beyng in a cradle was carried to the shore as it laye ; where a 
fisherman founde it, with suche sumptuous furnitures aboute 
it, with a verie riche Jewell hangyng aboute the necke. He 
tooke it up in his armes, and cariyng it home, with bathes and 
homely oyntmentes of his owne devising, within a very little 
space the childe was restored to perfecte health, whom he 
called Ammanthus, and brought hym up as his owne sonne.. 
the childe knowyng no other in deede, but that the fislierman 
had been his father. And as Aramanthus grewe in yeres, so 
he proved of a verie comely personage, but of a moste excel- 

N 
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lent and perfecte witte, although he had no other trainyng up, 
but used to goe to the sea with his father a fishyng. 

Now, it fell out that the Turke was leaviyng a mightie 
armie, to set upon the Cristians : the cause was this : he had 
twoo children, a soune and a daughter; the daughter, her 
name was Florella, whose beautie was yerie excellent, and 
minding to matche his daughter with some noble prince, he 
pretended that suche countries, cities, tonnes, castelles, fortes, 
or whatsoever he could by conquest get from the Christians, 
to give them all for his daughter's dowrie. 

Aramanthus, hearyng of this preparation to the warres, 
would needes become a souldier, whereat his father, the fisher- 
man, was greatly displeased, and beganne to preache unto his 
Sonne of the incommodities of warre, and with how many mi- 
series souldiers are besieged. Aramanthus, whose basenesse 
of his bringyng up could not conceale the nobility of his 
birthe, would in no wise be perswaded, but goe he would ; and 
beyng pressed for an ordinarie souldier, when he came to the 
place of service shewed hymself so valiant, and in verie shorte 
space became to be so expert, that that captaine under whose 
ensio-ne he served bare awaie the credite from all the reste ; 
and in the ende was hymself preferred to charge, whiche he 
governed with so greate discretion, and still conducted with 
suche celeritie and sleight, that who but Armanthus and his 
companie had the onely name throughout the Turkes campe : 
and where there was any attempt to be given, where vaUancie 
should bee showne, Aramanthus he must give the charge 5 
and where any policie must bee put in practise, Aramanthus 
he must laye the platte : that, to bee shorte, he grewe into 
suche credite with the greate Turke hymself, that Araman- 
thus onely gave hym consaill in all his affaires, and there 
withall had so good successe, that his practises stil prevailed, 
and came to happie ende, that the Turke by his advise had 
dooen wonderfuU spoiles upon the Christians, and had taken 
from them many cities, tonnes, and^ provinces. And thus, 
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leavyng.them in the warres for a season, I will convaye my 
tale againe to Isabell, queene and wife to Eodericke, who 
was now the second time knowne to be with child ; whereat 
the Duke of Caria beyng wonderfully wrothe, pretendyng to 
finde a quicke dispatche for all together, he secretly accused 
the Queene of adulterie to the King, his brother, and with 
suche allegations and false witnesses as he had provided, so 
enformed the king, that his tale was credited : and the rather 
for the Kyng, knowjmg his Queene to bee with child, did 
thinke hy mself too farre spent in yeres to dooe suche a deede ; 
and yet the Kyng was replenished with so greate pitie, that 
he could not endure to heare of her death : he therefore by a 
messenger commaunded her presently to departe the court, and 
in paine of her life never after to come in his presence. These 
newes did wonderftiUy amaze the Queene, who, with many 
piteous intercessions, desired to knowe her accusers, and that 
she might but speake for herself before his Majestie, and then, 
as he should finde her, to use her accordyng to her deseiies 5 
but all in vaine, for the Duke had so throughlie incensed the 
King, that he would neither abide to see, nor heare her. 

The Duke, understandyng how matters had passed, came to 
the Queene, and seemed muche to lamente her case, per- 
swadyng her to holde herself contented for a little season, not 
doubtyng but in tyme that he hymself would so perswade 
with his brother, that she should bee heard to speake in her 
owne defence : in the meane season, if it pleased her to use 
his house in the countrey, he would provide for her all maner 
of necessaries whatsoever she should want ; and for her better 
comfort, if she had any assured freendes, whose companie she 
desired, that she might secretly sonde for theim to holde her 
fellowshipp, and to passe the tyme; and that he hymself 
would many tymes visite her, and daiely enforme her how 
matters did passe in her behalfe with the Kyng his brother. 

The poore Queene, thinkyng all had proceaded of good will 
whiche this traitour had proferred, gave him more than a 

N 2 
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thousande thankes, reposyng herself, and the innocencie of hef 
cause, onely in this Judas, who practised nothyng els but her 
death, and the death of that she went withall. 

The nexte daie he provided a couple of ruffians, suche as 
he knewe were for his purpose, whiche should have secretely 
conveighed her to the Duke's house (as she had thought) ; 
but as the Duke had willed them, as thei rode over a forest, 
when they came to the side of a woode, they took her from 
her horse, spoiled her of suche thynges as were aboute her, 
and niynded to have killed her, and throwne her in some 
bushe. But it fell out that there were certaine banished menne 
in the woode, whiche lived in that desarte in manner of out- 
lawes, and hearyng the piteous complainte of the Queene thei 
came to her rescue; but the villaines, that would have slain 
her^ perceivyng them, fledde and left the Queene, where these 
outlawes came unto her, unto whom, from point to point, she 
declared every thyng, how it was happened unto her. The 
outlawes, havyng greate compassion when thei knewe her to 
be the Queene, for that thei had ever heard her to be noblie 
reported on, brought her with theim to their cave, where thei 
ministered suche releef to her distresse as menne mi^^ht dooe 
that were in their estates. The Queene, thinkyng that God 
had preserved her life to some better purpose, contented her- 
self for a season to remaine emongest theim, where she learned 
to plaie the cooke, and to dresse their meate, suche as thei 
brought in, or could provide for in the forest. And thus, 
leavyng the Queene with these outlawes, I will retoume againe 
to speake of Aramanthus, who was now devisyng to frame a 
plotte, how he might betraie the citie of Tolosia, whereof his 
father was kyng, as you have heard. 

For the Turke havyng intelligence of the pleasauntnesse of 
this citie, and of the wonderfuU wealthe and riches wherewith 
it did abounde, and therewithall had learned that it was of 
suche force and inviusible strengthe, that there was no mani]i;er 
of hope how it might be subdued, whereat the Turke was verfe 
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SbrrowfuU and sadde ; but my yong fisherman, Aramanthus, 
whose cunnyng never failed where courage could not helpe, 
caused the Turke, with his whole armie, by sea to come before 
this*citie, which is situate faste upon the sea side, and there 
to come to an anker, where Aramanthus hymself, as a mes- 
senger appointed from the Turke, came to the Kyng of To- 
losia, to whom he told this tale : That the Turke, his maister, 
havyng been in divers partes of Christendome, where he had 
made warres a long space, and upon divers considerations 
mindyng to departe with his armie into his owne countrey for 
a season, and beyng upon the seas, one night as he was liyng 
upon his bedde, beholde a vision appeared unto hym in a 
dreame, whiche shewed hym how greevously he had offended 
the God of the Christians in persecutyng, spoilyng, and the 
murtheryng of theim, as he had doen in this journey ; and for 
that he should knowe that the Christian God was the moste 
high and Almightie God indeed, whom with his tyrannic he 
had so displeased, he should bee creepled of all his limmes 
from that tyme forthe till his diyng daie, whiche should verie 
shortlie foUowe : with this he awaked, and givyng a piteous 
grone, suche as was about him commyng unto hym, founde 
hym in a wounderfull maze, and so benummed in all his 
partes, that he was not able to stirre hande nor foote. The 
next daie, callyng 'his counsailers and captaines aboute hym, 
not able of hymself to come forthe emongest theim, but as he 
was brought out of his cabbin on menu's backes, he declared 
unto theim the whole circumstance of the premisses, and beyng 
striken with a wonderfiill remorse in conscience, he determined 
to saile backe againe, not myndyng to depart from out those 
partes of Christendome till he had made satisfaction of all 
suche spoiles and outrages as he had committed againste the 
Christians, and hymself with his whole armie to become 
christened, and there to be instructed in the true and perfect 
feith : and as he continued this determination, beholde a con- 
trary winde hath driven us on these partes, where hearyng of 
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the fame of this noble citie of Tolosia, he hath sent me* unto 
your grace, desiryng nothyng but your saffe conduct for hym- 
self, and certaine of his cheef lordes and counsaikrs that be 
aboute hym, that in this noble citie thei might be baptised, 
and receive the Christian &ithe, promisyng hereafter not onely 
to joyne in league and perfecte amitie with the Christians, but 
also to lincke with them in religion, hymself, his countries, 
kyngdomes, and provinces. 

This tale was not so smothly tolde, but there was greate 
doubte and suspition had in the matter : in the ende, thinkyng 
thei could receive no prejudice by receivyng of so small a 
nomber, gave safe condite for the Turke hymself, and for five 
hundred of his companie, such as it pleased hymself to appointe. 

The next dale the Turke was brought into the citie on 
mennes shulders, with his appointed companie, whore he was 
worthely received by the Kyng hymself, with the rest of his 
lordes, and brought into a pallace of purpose, verie richely 
furnished, where beyng laied doune upon a bed, as though he 
had been able neither to stande nor sit, and givyng the Kyng, 
with the rest of his companie, greate thankes for his enter- 
tainment, he desired hym, with the Duke his brother (ac- 
cordyng to the custome) to be his godfathers when he should 
be christened, to whiche request thei bothe willingly agreed. 
The next dale the Turke hymself was the first that received 
christendome, and then all the reste of hia noble menne that 
were wyth hym, the whiche beeyng finished, many godlie ex- 
hortations were preached unto theim by learned men. The 
Turke seemed in verie gratefull manor to take this courtesie 
wherewith the Kyng had used hym ; and thus takyng his 
leave, hymself with all his companie departed againe aborde 
the shippes, the Turke hymself beyng caried upon mennes 
backes, making showe as though he had been so feeble and 
weake, that he had not been able to have mooved or stirred 
any one joynt without helpe, fainyng that he would have 
departed with his companie into Turkic, 
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The Kyng of Tolosia, with all his people and citezens, 
seyng with what devotion the Turke, with the rest of his 
companie, had received christendome, beganne to thinke as- 
suredly, that onely by the devine providence of God the Turke 
was so converted, and doubted nothyng of the tale whiche 
Aramanthus before had tolde them, whiche tourned in the 
ende to their utter subversion : for the next daie Aramanthus 
coinmyng againe to the Kyng, brought woorde of the death 
of the Turke, and with a piteous discourse, uttered with a nom- 
ber of fained sighes, saied, that aboute twelve a clocke of the 
night paste the Turke deceased, and desired at the houre of his 
death, that as in this worthie citie he had received the true 
Oatholike faithe, so likewise that he might be entoumbed, and 
receive Christian buriall in the cathedrall churche, to the 
whiche he had given by his will fourtie thousande frankes ; 
more to the common treasure of the citie a hundred thousande 
frankes ; to the Kyng himself, as a president of his good will, 
a riche Jewell, whiche hymself did weare, of greate estimation ; 
to the Duke, his brother, his owne armour and furniture. 
Item, to the releef of the poore within the citie tenne thou- 
sande frankes. Many other thjmges (q^ Aramanthus) he hath 
bequeathed that I have not spoken of, the whiche, God willing, 
shal be performed to the uttermoste. 

The Kyng seemed greatelie to lamente the death of the 
Turke, and began to conjecture assuredly that it was the 
will of God but to preserve his life till he had received chris- 
tendome, but the tyme of his buriall was deferred for cer- 
taine dales, till thynges might be provided, and more readie 
for the pompe and solempnisyng of his funerall ; and wonder- 
foil cost was bestowed by Aramanthus, who had the onely 
orderyng of the matter, hopyng in the ende to receive the 
whole commoditie, and also to be rewarded with a large and 
boiintifull intrest. The daie of buriall beyng at hande, Ara- 
manthus desired the Kyng, that for so muche as the Turke 
had finished his dales in the middest of his armie, emonf^st his 
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souldiers, that he might likewise be buried like a n6ble cap- 
taine, and aoeordyng to the maner of the feeld, he might be 
brought to his grave with certaine bandes, trailing their wea- 
pons, as the castome of souldiers is to bane their dedde. This 
request seemed to bee verie convenient, and therefore was the 
readlier graunted. But what should I stand with long cir- 
cumstaunce to discipher all the ceremonies that were used in 
this treason ! The daie was come that this practise must be 
put in ure, and an emptie coffin solempnly brought to the citie, 
under showe of greate sorowe, when they were al filled with 
greate joye and gladnesse to see what happie successe was like 
to foUowe of that thei had premeditated : and, aecordyng as 
Aramanthus had given order, five thousande of their choise men 
were appoincted to marche, the one halfe before, and the other 
halfe after the coffin, trailyng their ensignes and weapons ; and 
in this maner thei entered the citie, where the Kyng, with his 
nobles and principalles of the citie, were readie in moumysg 
weedes to accompanie the corse. 

When Aramanthus sawe his tyme the alarum was given, 
and he hymself was the first that laied handes of the Kyng 
his father : the rest of his nobles were so enclosed, that there 
could not one of them escape : defence there was none to be 
made, for the one side were in armes, killyng and murthering 
of as many as thei could see stirryng in the streates, the other 
side unprovided, glad to hide themselves for the savegard of 
their lives. The reste of the fleete were likewise in a readi- 
nesse, and ronnyng a lande, entered the citie, where there was 
no manne to repulse theim. 

And thus the famous citie of Tolosia was taken by the 
Turkes, even in a moment, without any maner of resistaunce. 
The churches and prisons were filled full of Christians, where 
thei were whipped, racked, and tormented to the death, unlesse 
thei would forsake their &ithe : the Kyng hymself, with his 
brother and all the lordes, were committed to prison, there to 
be fedd with bread and water, (and yet to be scantled with 
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isuche short alowance, as it was not able to suffice nature) and 
so to be dieted, unlesse thei would forsake their faithe. 

Now the Turke, who onely by the meanes of Aramanthus 
had conquered from the Christians so many cities and tounes, 
for the love he bare unto hym, and in respecte of his service, 
detennined to make Aramanthus his soonne in lawe, and to 
give hym his daughter Florella for his wife, and for her dowrie, 
all suche partes as he had taken from the Christians by con- 
quest : and understanding that the father of Aramanthus was 
but a poore fisherman, he pretended likewise to make hym a 
duke, and to give hym Kvyng to maintaine his estate. The 
Turke, therefore, with all possible speede, hasted messengers 
with shippyng to bryng his daughter, with the olde fisherman 
the supposed father of Aramanthus, to this citie of Tolosia, 
where he minded to performe that he had determined. 

Now, it fell out that the miserable Queene Isabel (whom you 
have heard was left with child, remainyng with certaine out- 
lawes) was delivered of a daughter, whiche she herself nursed 
in the cave, where she had remained ; and hearyng that the 
Turke had taken the citie of Tolosia, would needes goe see 
what was become of the Kyng her housebande. Her daughter, 
whiche was not yet ftilly a yere old, she committed to the out- 
lawes, to bee fostered with suche homely junkettes as thei could 
provide, who, seyng her determination, promised to drie nurse 
the child so well as thei could till she should make retoume. 

Thus, preparyng herself in a verie simple attire, with a bon- 
dell of broomes on her hedde, she came to the citie of Tolosia, 
where, roming up and doune the streates to sell her broomes, 
she learned all that had happened to the Kyng, and how he 
was readie to perishe, for want of foode and sustenance : where- 
fore, myndyng to give such succours as her habilitie would 
serve, she devised, in the manor of a poore servaunt, to gette 
into the service of the Turke, who was the jailer and had the 
custodie of the Kyng, where, every night, as oportunitie would 
serve, she conveighed to hym, through a grate, suche frag- 
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mentes as she spared out of her owne beallie, whiche were verie 
shorte, and there withall muche more homelie, but somethyng 
the better to amende his cheare, she would lean herself cloase 
to the grate, and thrustyng in her teate betwene the irons, the 
Kyng learned againe to sucke 5 and thus she dieted him a long 
season. 

Neither wistd the Kyng what she was, that bestowed on 
hym so greate grace and goodnesse, yet he blessed her more 
then a thousande tymes a dale ; and although there were 
many of his companie that died for wante of sustenaunce, yet 
he againe, with these banquettes, recovered hymself, and began 
to waxe strong. Whereat the Turke beganne to suspecte 
some parciallitie in the jailer, and caused ai priyie watche to 
bee kepte ; but Isabell, suspectyng nothyng, accordyng to her 
accustomed maner, at night when it was darke, came to her 
nurserie, where h6r order that she so long used was espied 5 
and beeyng apprehended by the watche, the next dale she was 
presented to the Turke, and in what maner thei had founde 
her. Whereat the Turke, wonderfullie agreeved, sware by Ma- 
hounde hymself that she should presentlie bee tortured, 
with the greatest tormentes that might be devised 5 and in 
the middest of his furie, woorde was brought hym that his 
daughter Florella, with the fisherman that was &ther to Ara- 
manthus, were' arrived, and readie to present themselves before 
hym : whereat the Turke wonderfiillie rejoyced, and callyng 
Aramanthus, caused them to bee brought in. Florella gave 
that reverence to the Turke, whiche bothe appertained to the 
duetie of a childe, and also as belonged to his estate : Ara- 
manthus, likewise, although he were the greateste counsailom* 
apertinent to the Turke, yet used that duetifiiU reverence to 
the fisherman his father, as is to bee required in a childe. The 
Turke, imbracyng his daughter Florella, tolde her the cause 
that he had sent for her was to espouse her to Aramanthus, 
who, although the destinies had denaied to make noble by place 
of birthe, yet through his vertues, valiaunce, and worthie ex- 
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ploites, he had gained the title of true nobilitie, in despite of 
Fortune'^B teeth. Florella, havyng heard of the fame and wor- 
thinesse of Aramanthus^ was the beste pleased ivoman in the 
worlde 5 and the Tourke, tournyng hym towiurdes the fisher- 
man, saied, And a thousande tymes happie art thon, old 
&ther, that haste lired to see thyself so highly exalted in thy 
oflFspring. 

The poore fisherman, kneelyng donne, saied: Mostemightie 
and magdficente prince, not mindyng longed to conceale the 
thing whiche might redounde so greatly to the ($ontentation of 
suche worthie personages, seyng then that Aramanthus, who 
onely through his owne valiauncie hath aspired to so greate 
dignitie and honour, how greatly were I then to be blamed, 
and how worthely might I be condemned, if I should take 
upon me to bee the sire of hym, who by all llkelihoode is de- 
scended of roiall and princeUe race : for better testimonie, be- 
hold this riche mantell, and these other costly fiimitures, 
wherein I founde Aramanthus wrapped, and, by se^nyng, saved 
by his cradell, whiche brought hym a shoore firom some shippe 
that was wracked, where I founde hym by the sea side, (as I 
saie) wrapped in these sumptuoufs fomitures, with this riche 
and precious Jewell about his.neeke, beyng but an infaunte, by 
conjecture not above the age of a quarter of a yere 5 where, 
takyng hym up in my armes^ I brought hym home to my 
house, called hym by the name ^f Aram^thus, and thus fos- 
tered hym up as my owne child, untill the daie that he came 
to serve your majestic in the warres. 

TheQueene Isabell, whiche stoode by and beard this discourse, 
and seyng the fiimitures, and the jewelles wherwith she had 
decked her childe, assuryng herself that Aramanthus was her 
soonne, could no longer staie her speeche, but saied : And doe 
I then beholde my sonne with my unhappie eyes ? is he living 
here in presence whom I deemed to bee deddeS Oh, moste 
gracious goddes ! I yeelde you humble thankes. And would to 
God, my soonne, thy. commyng had been but halfe so happie 
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as thy presence is joyfull to me, thy wretched mother ! — What 
newes be these (q^ the Turke) which I heard j I think the 
woman be out of her wittes. But what art thou that wouldest 
chalenge Aramanthus for thy soune, whose parentes, now I 
wel perceive, are no beggars like thyself! — Yes, surely, (q^ the 
Queene) and much more miserable then those that goe from 
doore to doore, and although his &ther sometyme swaied the 
sworde of govemement, and satt in place and seate of princely 
throne. — Dispatche then at once, (q^ the Turke) and tell me 
who is his father, and what is the miserie wherewith he is 
perplexed : wherein if thou canst perswade me with a truth, 
assure thee that, onely for Aramanthus sake, I am the man 
that will minister release. 

Behold then, (q^ the Queene) Kyng Bodericke is his father, 
whom thy self keepest here in pryson, in this miserable maner 5 
and I, whom thou seest here, am his mother, the wyfe of the 
Kyng, and sometyme the Queene of this wretched citie of 
Tolosia : who beyng delivered of a soonne, whiche by the plea- 
sure of God was visited in my wombe, and borne in an ex- 
treame leprosie, for helpe whereof he was sent by his &ther 
by shippyng to the ile of Candy, and till this presente daie 
there was never tidynges heard, either of the shippe, or of any 
one man that was in her. And now, beholde ! I see with myne 
eyes the furnitures wherein I wrapped my childe, and the 
Jewell whiche I put about his necke with myne owne handes at 
his departure. The fisherman, verifying this tale to be true, 
saied indeede that he found him in an extreame maladie, which 
he cured himself with medicines of his own providing. 

Aramanthus, havyng heard how matters were sorted out, 
be<yanne to teare hymself, sjuyng, Ah, moste wicked and un- 
naturall wretche ! what fiiries have saved thee, that thou wert 
not dround with the reste, but that thou must bo preserved as 
an instrument to woorke thy parentes wracke ? Come, come, 
you hellishe hagges, and shewe your force on hym that hath 
worthely deserved it. But what hath Tantalus offended, that 
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he should continually bee sterved ? or how hath Sisiphus, that 
rowles the restlesse stone ! or what trespasse hath beene com- 
mitted by Prometheus, Ixyon, Titias, or Danaus sillie daughters, 
drawyng water at the welle, that maie bee compared to that 
whiche I have dooen ? is it possible, then, that I should escape 
unpunished, or that the sacred goddes will be unrevenged of my 
fecte? No, no; I have deserved to bee plagued, and have 
merited more worthely to bee tormented then any of these afore 
rehearsed, 

Florella, overhearyng these desperate speeches, fell doune 
in a sowne, for greef to see her Aramanthus so diaquieted. 
The Turke, after his daughter was come againe to herself, sor- 
rowed to see the heavinesse of Aramanthus, caused the Kyng 
his father, with the Duke of Caria, presently to be sent for out 
of prison ; and taking Isabell on the one of his handes, and 
Aramanthus on the oth^, he sayed to the Kyng: Receive 
here, noble prince, a moste lovyng and feithfuU wife, and a 
moste valiaunt and worthie soonne; and myself, from an 
enemie, for ever after this to become thy moste assured and 
trustie freende. 

The Kyng was wonderfully amazed to heare these speeches, 
did thinke hymself to bee in some dreame, till in the ende he 
heard the whole discourse how every thyng had happened, and 
beyng ravished with gladnesse, he saied : ! happie evill, 
whiche bryngeth in the ende so greate a good ; and welcome bee 
that sorrowe, whereby is sprong a joye muche more sur- 
mountyng then ever was any heavinesse. And with many like 
speeches, he still embraced his sonne Aramanthus in his armes ; 
and although he understoode that it was the Queene, his wife, 
which so lovyngly had succoured hym, when he was readie to 
have famished in the prison for want of meate, yet he could 
not finde in his harte to beare her any countenaunce, consi- 
deryng what he had conceived against her, by the information 
of his brother, (as before you have heard) whiche beyng per- 
ceived by the Duke, moste humbly desiring forgivenesse, he 
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confessed to the KjBg al his mischeef, from the beginnjng to 
the endyng, whereof tl^e Kyng was bothe sorie and glad : sorie, 
for that he had so unHaturally dealt with so vertuons and 
courteous a wife, and glad, for that he was so resolved and con- 
firmed in her chastitie, whiche before he had in suspence. 

And now the Turke, for the love that he bare to Aramanthus, 
•and for the likyng that he sawe to bee in his daughter towardes 
hym, whom he hymself had appoincted to bee hw spouse, be- 
came indeede to be christened, with all his retinew that was 
aboute hym ; and then restoryng Rodericke againe to the kyng- 
dome of Tolosia, by al consentes, the manage betweene Ara- 
manthus and Florella was concluded, with great pompe and 
magnificence : and thus the Turke, leavyng this new married 
couple in the citi^ of Tolodia, departed with his armie into 
Turkic. 

The Queene Isabell, not foi^ettyng the greate goodnesse she 
had received by these outlaw^s, whiche before had saved her 
life, and with whom her daughter yet remained, so dealt with 
the Kyng her housebande, that thei were altogether sent for, 
and verie joyfully receivyng his daujjhter, restored the outlawes 
againe to their libertie, bestowyng of them, for recompence, 
roomes, and offices of credite and estimation. 

Thus, to conclude, every one beyng well contented, thei lived 
together i^ quietnesse, with many long and happie daies. 
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OF PHYLOTUS AND EMILIA. 

THE ARGUMENT OF THE VIII HISTORIE. 

Philotm^ an old and auritient citizen of Rome^ falleth in love 
vnth Emilia^ a yong and beautifull mrgin^ the daughter of 
Alberto^ who hnowyng ,the wonderfull wealthe of Phylotm^ 
wotdd have forced his d-aughter to have maried hym^ but in the 
ende toaspretely deceived by Phylerno^ the brother of Emelia, 
who maried with Phylotus in his sister'^s steade^ and other 
pretie actions that fell out by the waie. 

It hath many tymes bin had in question, and yet could never 
be decided, from whence this passion of extreame love doeth 
proceede, whose furie is suche, where it once taketh possession, 
that (as thei saie) love is without lawe, so it maketh the pa- 
cientes to bee as utterly voide of reason ; hut, in my opinion, 
the self same thyng, whiche is many tymes shadowed under 
the title of love, male more properly be termed and called by 
the name of luste : but, be it love, or be it luste, the diflference 
is nothyng so muche as the humour that feedes it is wonderfiill 
straunge, and hath no manor of certaintie in it, exceptyng this, 
it is without parcialitie 5 for commonly, when, it driveth us to 
aflfect, it is doen without any manor of respect, for sometyme 
it maketh us to linger after our frendes, sometyme to languishe 
after our foes ; yea, betweene whom there hath been had mor? 
tall hostilitie. The sonne hath beene scene to fall in, love with 
the wife of his father 5 the father again, in like maner, with 
the wife of his soonne ; the king hath bin attached with the 
poore and needie beggar; yea, and though there, have been 
many which have seen their owne errour, and there with all 
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have confessed their abuse, yet thei have not bin able to re- 
fi*aine them selves from prosecutyng their foUie to the ende. 
And all be it reason proffereth us sondrie sufficient causes why 
we ought to refraine the appetite of our owne desires, yet 
fancie then is he that striketh suche a stroke, that reason^s 
rules can naught at all prevaile, and like as those whom love 
hath once intangled, the more thei strive the farther thei bee 
tied, so it is unpossible that love should be constrained, where 
affection breedes not likyng, nor &ncie is not fed ; but where 
these two hath once joyned in election, al other affectes be so 
dimme and blinded, that every vice seemeth to us a vertue, 
whereof springeth this proverbe, In love there is no lacke. 
So that, indeede, to saie the truth, if there be any pietie to be 
imputed to this raging love, it is in that it is not parciall, nor 
hath it any respecte of persones, but bee thei frendes, be thei 
foes, be thei riche, be thei poore, be thei young, be thei olde, 
bee thei wise, bee thei foolishe, love is still indifferent, and re- 
specteth all alike. But if any man will thinke that in respecte 
of beautie, we esteeme not all the reste, I am able to saie it is 
not true, consideryng how many have forsaken the better 
likyng, and have chosen the worse ; so that, for my parte, the 
more I consider of it, the more I am amazed, and therefore will 
beate my braines no more aboute it, but leave it to the credite 
of suche as have bin lovers themselves, whose skill in the 
matter I preferre before mine owne, and will come to my His- 
toric of Phylotus, who, beyng an aged man, fell in love with a 
yong maiden, farre unfittyng to his yeares, and foUoweth in 
this sorte. 

In the gallant citie of Naples, there was remainyng a yong 
man, called by the name of Alberto. This Alberto beyng 
maried not fully out a yeare, his wife was delivered of a sonne, 
whom he named Phylemo, and upon divers considerations, 
mindyng to chaunge his habitation, he prepared hym self to 
goe dwell at Rome ; and first takyng order for his sonne 
Phylemo, who for the tendemesse of his age he left; still in 
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Naples at nur^e, hym self^ his wife, with all the reste of his 
householde, came to Borne, where he had not very long re- 
mained, but his wife was likewise delivered of a daughter, whom 
he called by the name Emilia, who, as.she grewe in yeares, she 
likewise proved to bee very beautifuU and faire. And amongst 
a greate nomber of others, there was dwellyng in Rome an aun- 
cient citizen, whose name was Phylotus, a man very orderly in 
yeares, and wonderfully aboundyng in goods : this Phylotus, 
havyng many tymes taken the viewe of Emilia, beganne to 
growe very sore in love with her, or rather I maye saie, in his 
olde yeares beganne to doate after this young maiden ; for it can 
not bee properly called love in these olde men, whose dotage, 
if it were not more then outragious, either their greate discre- 
tion would represse it, or their many yeares would mortifie 
it. But Phylotus, in the ende, desired Emilia of her &.ther 
in the waie of manage. 

Alberto, accordyng to the custome of parentes, that desire 
to marie their daughters, more for goods then for good will 
betweene the parties, more for lucre then for love, more for 
livyng then for learning, more for wealth then for wit, more for 
honour then for honestie ; and so thei maie have great store of 
money, thei never consider farther of the man. Alberto, in 
like maner, knowyng the wealth wherewith Phylotus was in- 
dued, who had never a childe but one onely daughter, whose 
name was Brisilla, gave his full consent, without any farther 
consideration of the inequalitie of the yeares that was betweene 
Phylotus and his daughter : he never remembred what strifes, 
what jarres, what debates, what discontentment, what counter- 
faityng, what dissembling, what louryng, what loathyng, what 
never likyng is ever had where there is suche differences be- 
twene the maried; for perfecte love can never bee without 
equalitie, and better were a married couple to continue with- 
out livyng then without love. And what are the occasions that 
make so many women to straie from their housbandes, but 
when thei bee maried to suche as thei cannot like of; but 

o 
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surely, if women did throughly consider how daungerous it is 
for them to deale with these olde youthes, I thinke thei would 
bee better advised in medling with them ; for, besides that 
thei be unwildie, lothsome, (and sir reverence of you) very un- 
lovely for you to lye by, so thei bee commonly inspired with 
the spirite of jelousie, and then thei wille looke to you so nar- 
rowly, and mewe you up so closely, that you will wishe a 
thousande tymes the prieste had bin hanged that maried you, 
but then to late. 

But to retourne to our historic. Alberto, respecting more 
the wealth of Phylotus then the likyng of his daughter, gave 
his consent to take him for his sonne in lawe, and tolde Emelia 
how he had disposed on her. Emelia, seeyng what an olde 
babie her father had chosen to be her housebande, moste 
humbly desired hym to give her leave to chouse for herself; 
whereat her father, being very angrie, beganne sharply to rate 
her, saiyng: And arte thou, then, so muche wedded to thine 
owne will, that thou skornest to be directed by me, thy lovyng 
father, or thinkest thou that thy wisedome doeth so farre sur- 
mount my wit, that thou canst better provide for thyself then 
I, which so carefiiUy have hetherto brought thee up ? or doth 
the tendere love, or the chargeable cost which I have bestowed 
on thee, deserve no better- recompence, then to despise those 
that I would have thee to like of? 

Emelia, fallyng doune of her knees before her &ther, saied : 
Moste deare and lovyng father, moste humbly I beseche you, 
for the affection whiche by nature you beare me, not to thinke 
me so gracelesse a childe, that I would goe aboute to contrary 
you, or stubbornly would refuse what soever you would think 
convenient for my behoofe : and although you shall finde in 
me suche duetie as is meete for a daughter, and all obedience 
that is fit for a childe ; yet, sir, consider the harte, whiche can 
not bee compelled, neither by feare, neither by force, nor is not 
otherwise to be lured then onely by fancies free consent. And 
as you have bestowed on me this fraile and trailsitori life so 
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my bodie shall be at your disposition, as it shall please you to 
appoinct it, and I will conclude with this humble petition, de- 
siryng you not to bestowe me of any that is not agreable to 
my &ncie and good likyng. 

Well (% her &ther) then see you frame your likyng to like 
well of my likyng. I have promised you to Phylotus in mar- 
riage, ajid Phylotus is he that shall be your housband: and 
looke you goe not aboute to contende againste that I have de- 
termined 5 if you doe, i^ever accompt me for father nor frende. 
And thus he departed. 

Emelia, hearyng this crueU conclusion of her father, was 
wonderfiiUy abashed, and beeyng by herself in her chamber, 
she beganne ta consider of her father^s wordes ; and, for feare 
to incurre any farther displeasure, she devised how she might 
frame her self to the likyng of her lover ; and, with a yong 
woman^s minde, she first beganne to consider of his wealth, of 
his callyng, of the reverence wherewith he was used in the 
citie, and that likewise, in beyng his wife, she should also bee 
had in estimation, and bee preferred before other women of 
meaner credite : and to desire superioritie, it is commonly every 
woman^s sicknesse, and therefore this could not chouse but 
please her very well. Then she remembred how commodious it 
were to marrie one so wealthie as Phylotus, wherby she should 
not neede to beate her braines aboute the practising of house- 
wiferie, but should have servauntes at commaundment to sup- 
plie that toume : this likewise pleased her very well ; but be- 
cause she would well perswade herself, she beganne to conjec- 
ture how she should spende the time to her contentment ; and 
therefore she beganne to thinke what a pleasure it was to bee 
well frimished with sondrie sutes of apparell, that in the 
mornyng, when she should rise, she might call for what she 
liste to put on, accordyng as the tyme and the fasshion did 
require, and her fancie served beste ; for thus Phylotus was 
well able to keepe his wife : and this pleased her likewise very 
well; and then, when she were up, she might breake her fest 

o 2 
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with a cuppe of malmsie or muskadine uexte her harte : it wais 
very good for ill ayres in a momyng, and this she thought 
was but an easie matter, and likewise pleased her very well : 
when she had broken her fast, then she might stirre about the 
house, and looke to this, and see to that, and where she found 
anythyng amis, not to touche it with her owne fingers for 
manyng the beautie of her hande, but to call for Cicelie, Jone, 
or Gate, and to chide them like sluttes, that thei could not spie 
a faught but when thei muste be tolde ; this likewise pleased her 
verie well : then to have provided for dinner some junckettes, 
that served beste her appetite. Her housebande had good store 
of coyne, and how could it be better spent then upon themselves, 
to make their fare the better? this likewise pleased her verie well. 
Now, when she had dined, then she might go soke out her ex- 
amplers, and to peruse whiche worke would doe beste in a ruffe, 
whiche in a gorget, whiche in a sleeve, whiche in a quaife, whiche 
in a caule, whiche inahandcarcheef ; what lace would doe beste 
to edge it, what seame, what stitche, what cutte, what garde : 
and to sitte her doune and take it forthe by little and little, and 
thus with her nedle to passe the after noone with devising of 
thinges for her owne wearyng ; this likewise pleased her passyng 
well : then to provide for supper some shift of diete, and son- 
drie sauces, the better to helpe the stomacke, oranges, lemons, 
olives, caphers, salades of sondrie sortes : alas ! a croune will 
goe a greate waie in suche trifles ; this likewise pleased her 
verie well : when she had supped, to use some exercise, ac- 
cordyng to the season ; if it were in sommer, to goe walke with 
her neighbours, to take the aire, or in her garden, to take the 
verdure of swete and pleasaunt flowers ; this likewise pleased 
her verie well : when she was come in, and readie to go to her 
chamber, a cuppe of cold sacke to bedward is verie good for 
digestion, and no coste to speake of, where suche abondance 
doeth remaine ; and this likewise pleased her verie well. 

But now, although she had devised to passe the daie tyme 
with suche- contentation, when she remembred at night she 
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wust goe to bedde to be lubber leapt, and with what cold cour- 
tesie she should be entertained by her graie headed bedfelowe, 
what frosen embracementes he was able to bestowe of her, all 
was marde, and quite dashte out of remembraunce, and all the 
commodities, before' spoken of, that she should receive in the 
tyme of the dale, would not serve to countervaile that one in- 
eommoditie, in the season of the night. Like as we sale, one 
vice spilles a greate noumber of vertues. 

Thus Emelya was now to seeke, and could in no wise frame 
herself to love Philotus ; but when she had flattered herself 
with a thousande delightes that she should receive in the dale 
tyme by his wealth, when she remembred bedd tyme, she was 
newe to beginne as before. Wherefore she remained in greate 
perplexitie, thinkyng her happe to bee over hard, and the com- 
forte verie bare, where the beste choice had suche assuraunce 
of doubtfiill ende. For to marrie after her &ther'*s mynde, she 
knewe would breede her lothed life ; and to gainsaie what he 
had determined would likewise loose her father^s likyng, that 
she wiste not for her life whereon to resolve : and thus from 
daie to daie, as she continued in this doubte, there happened 
to hit into her companie a yong Bomaine gentleman, whose 
name was Flavins, who sodainly fell in love with Emelia ; and 
takyng the tyme whilest his opportunitie served, he let Emelia 
to understande of the greate love he bare her. Emelia, ac- 
cordyng to the custome of women, made the matter verie coye 
at the firste, although in her harte she were right gladd, con- 
sideryng her case how it stoode. 

Flavins was so muche the more importunate upon her, and 
with suche nice termes, as woers be accustomed, he so courted 
and followed Emilia, that she, perceivyng his fervent affection, 
tolde hym a verie short circumstaunce, how her &ther had 
disposed her to one that she could not like of; and, therefore, 
if he would first promise to take her as his wife, and that he 
could finde suche meanes to conveigh her from her father'*s 
house in secret sorte (for otherwise she was sure her father 
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would be a let to hinder their purpose) she was contented to 
harken to his speeche, and yeelde to his demaunde. Flavius, 
the gladdest man in the worlde to heare these joyftill newes, 
sware unto her that all should bee accomplished, and that with 
as muche speede as herself would desire. 

There was no more to conclude of then, but how she misrht 
be conveighed from out her father'^s house. Flayius devised 
that late in an evenyng, or in the night tyme, when every one 
were quiet in their beddes, if she could finde the meanes to get 
forth of doores, then he would bee readie to receive her. But 
that could not bee, for both her &ther and mother never failed 
to bee at home in the evenynges, and at nightes she was lodged 
in her fether^s chamber, that it was impossible for her to get 
forthe. So that there was no remedie, but that the feate must 
bee wrought in some after noone, when bothe her &ther and 
mother used to bee abroade about their buainesse : and then 
she knewe not how to come forthe alonfe, because she had not 
been accustomed so to doe ; and to foUowe a stranger, it would 
breede the greater suspition. 

But Flavius, to avoide all these surmises, devised the nexte 
evenyng to conveigh her in, at some backe windowe of her 
father^s house, a sute of mannes apparell, wherin the next daie 
in the aftemoone, her father and mother being abroad, she 
should shift herself, and so come her waies, unknowne of any, 
to suche a place, where he himself would be readie awaiting 
for her, and so conveighe her home to his owne house. This 
devise Emelia liked passyng well, and accordyng as it was ap- 
poincted. The nexte evening, Flavius conveighed this sute of 
aparel in at the windowe, where Emelia was readie to receive 
it ; and laiyng it up in s^fetie till the nexte daie in the after 
noone, her father and her mother beyng bothe forth of dores, 
8he quickly shifted herself into this mannes apparell, and thus 
forthe of dores she goes to her appointed place, where Flavius 
was staiyng, who, accordyng to promise, conveighed her home 
to his owne house. 
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This matter was not so closely handeled by Emelia, but she 
was espyed by one of her &ther^s servauntes, who, beyng on the 
backside, through a windowe sawe her how she was strippyng 
of herself, and marked how she put on the mannes apparell ; 
whereat the yong fellowe had greate marveile, and stood still, 
beholdyng to see what would fall out in the ende. But when 
he sawe her goe forthe adores, he hasted after into the streates ; 
but Emelia was so sodainly gone, that for his life he wiste not 
whiche waies to seeke after her: wherefore, in a wonderfull 
haste he came to his maister,- whom he found in the citie, in 
the companie of Philotus, sayng, sip J I h^e verie evill newes 
to tell you. — What is the matter! j^^dii master) is anythyng 
amisse at home ! Yea, sir, (q^ the servsmn^) your daughter 
^Emelia is eyen now departed into the citie, in the habite of a 
manne, but whiche waies she went, I could not for my life 
devise ; for, after she gat once forthe of the place where she 
shifted her, I could. never more set eye of her. 

Is Emelia gone ? (c^ her lover, Philotus) Oh God ! what 
evill newes bee these that I heare i and, without any further 
staye, bothe the &ther and the lover gatte theim out at the 
doores together, and aboute the streates thei runne like a couple 
of madde menne. Now, it fell out that Phylerno, the sonne of 
Alberto and brother to Emelia, whom you have heard before, 
was lefte at Naples, beyng an in&nt, and had remained there 
till this time at schoole, and at this verie instant was come 
from Naples to Bome to visite his fether and mother, of whom 
he had no manor of knowledge, otherwise then by their names. 
And it fortuned that Alberto and Phylotus happened to meete 
.with Philemo in the streates, who was so like his sister Emilia, 
.that bothe Alberto and Phylotus assured themselves that it 
could bee no other but she. Wher'^fore Alberto, commyng to 
hym, saied: Stale, stale, mc^ ;. shamelesse and ungracious 
girle ! dooest thou thinke that - thy diguisyng of thyself in 
this manor, thou canste escape unknowne to me, who am thy 
father ? Ah, vile strumpet that thou arte ! what punishement 
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is sufficiente for the filthinesse of thy fiwjte ? And with tlfiis 
he seemed as though he would have fline upon her in the streate 
to have heate her ; hut Phylotus thruste in betweene theim, 
and desired his neighbour to staie hymself : and then, im- 
bracyng Philemo in his armes, he saied, Ah, Emelia, my 
Bweete and lovyng wenche, how canste thou so unkindely for- 
sake thy Philotus ? whose tender love towardes thee is suche, 
that as I will not let to make thee soveraigue of myself, so 
thou shalt be dame and niistres of all that ever I have, assn- 
ryng thee that thou shalt nev6r want for golde, gemmes, 
Jewells, suche as be fit and convenient for thy degree. 

Philemo, seyng a couple of old doating fooles thus clus- 
teryng aboute hym, not knowyng what thei were, had thought 
at the firste thei had been out of their wittes ; but in the ende, 
by their woordes perceivyng a ferther circumstance in the 
matter, he devised somethyng for his owne disporte, to feede 
them a little with their owne foUie, saied. Pardon me, I be- 
seche you, this my greevous oflfence,' wherein I knowe I have 
too &rre straied from the limites and boundes of modestie, pro- 
testyng hereafter so to goveme myself, that there shall be no 
sufficient cause whereby to accuse me of suche unmaidenlike 
partes^ and will ever remaine with suche duetie and obedience, 
as I trust shall not deserve but to be liked duryng life. 

Philotus, havyng heard this piti&ll reconciliation made by 
his Emelia, verie gently 'entreated her father in her behalf. 
Well (q^ her fether) seeyng you will needes have me to forgive 
this her leudnesse, at your requeste I am contented to pardon 
her ; and then, speakyng to Philemo, he saied : How sale you, 
houswife, is your stomacke yet come doune? are you contented 
to take Philotus for your housebande ! Yea, my good &ther, 
(q^ Philemo) and that with all my harte. Oh, happie newes ! 
(q^ Philotus) and here withall he began to sette his cappe on 
the one side, and to tourne up his muschatoes, and fell to 
wipyng of his mouthe, as though he would have felne a kissyng 
of her by and by in the streates ; but remembryng hymself 
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where he was, hee brought Alberto, with Philemo, into a 
freendes house, that was of his familiare acquaintance, and 
there the marriage betweene theim was throughlie concluded, 
and all parties semyng to give their full consentes. 

Philotus desired his father in lawe that he might have the 
custodie of Emelia, swearyng, by his old honestie, that he 
would not otherwise use her then his owne daughter Brisilla, 
untill the dale of his nuptials, and then to use her as his wife ; 
to whiche request Alberto seemed verie willyngly to give con- 
sent. But then," because Philotus would not carrie his beloved 
through the streates in her mannes apparell, he desired her 
fathir in law to go home, and sende some suite of her apparell, 
wherewith to shifte her before he would carrie her to his owne 
house. Alberto, sejng matters so throughlie concluded, tooke 
his leave of theim bothe, and goyng his waies home, he caused 
all his daughter's apparell to be looked together, and to be 
sent to the place where Philotus was remainyng with Philemo, 
who, takyng forthe suche^ as should serve the toume for that 
present, Philemo, so well as he could, arraied hymself in one 
of his sister''s suites of apparell, and thus departed with Phi- 
lotus to his owne house, where Philotus, callyng his daughter 
Brisilla, he saied unto her : Behold here the partie whom I 
have chosen to be your mother, chargyng you, of my blessyng, 
that you honour, reverence, and obeye her, and with all dili- 
gence that you be attendaunt upon her, and readie at an ynche 
to provide her of anythyng that she shall either want or call 
for. And you, my deare and lovyng Emelia, I doe here ordaine 
and appoint you to bee mistres of this house, and of all that is 
in it, desiryng you to accepte of this, my daughter, to doe you 
service in the daie tyme, and in the night to vouchsafe her for 
your bedfellowe, untill our daie of marriage bee prefixed, and 
then my self will supplie the roome. Philerno, seyng the 
excellent beautie of Brisilla, was nothyng sorie to have suche a 
bedfellowe, but thought every hower a daie, till night was 
come, which beyng approched, to bedde the! went, where Phi- 
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lerno did not thinke it his readiest waie to give any sodaine 
attempte, but therefore he brake into this discourse followyng. 

My firisilla, were it not but that we bee founde parciall in 
the causes of our freendes, but especially where the causes doe 
touche our parentes, our judgementes be so blinded by affec- 
tion, that we can neither see, nor well confesse a manifest 
truthe ; but if matters might be considered on, without re- 
spect of persones, with indi£Eerence, and aceordyng to iJie 
truthe and equitie of the cause, I durste then put myself in 
your arbitremente, my Brisilla, and to abide your sentence, 
whereto I doubt not, but you would confesse the prejudice I 
sustaine, it is muche intollerable, and almoste impossible, for a 
yong maide to endure, and the rather, if you would measure 
my condition by your owne estate, who beeyng, aa you see, a 
yong maiden like yourself, and should be thus ccmstrained by 
my frendes to the marriyng of your &ther, whom I doe con- 
fesBe to bee wortbie of a better wife then myself. But con- 
sideryng the inequalitie of our yeres, I can not for my life 
frame myself to lore hym, and yet I am forced against my 
wiU to marie him, and am appoincted to be your mother, that 
am more meete to be your companion and plaie felowe. But 
that affiance whiche I have conceived in your good nature, 
hath made me thus boldly to speak unto you, desiryng but to 
lieare your opinion with indifferencie, whether you thinke I 
have good cause to complaine, or naye : and then, peradven- 
ture, I will sale farther xmio you, in a matter that doeth con- 
ceme your owne behoofe. 

Brisilla hearyng this pitifoU complaint, verie sorowfiill in 
her behalfe, saied : Would to God I were as well able to mi- 
nister releef unto your di^tresse, aceordyng to your owne con- 
tentment, as I am hartely sorie to considw your greef, and do 
wel perceive the juste occasion ygu have to complaine. 

Ah, my Brisilla ! said Pbilemo, I am as hartely sorie in 
your behalfe,. and peradventure doe understande something 
whiche yourself daoe not yet knowe of, which will greeve you 
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yerie sore ; but first, Brisilla, let me aske you this question, 
doe you knowe my father, or naie ? 

No, sure (q> Brisilla), I have no manor of knowledge of him, 
neither did I knowe whether you had any father alive, or nay, 
but now by your owne reporte ; and as straunge it was to me 
to heare the woordes whiche my father used to me this daie, 
when he brought you home, for that I never understoode 
before that he went aboute a wife. 

Philemo was verie glad to heare these newes, because it 
siBrved so muche the better for his purpose, and therefore saied 
as foUoweth. 

This tale that I minde to tell you (my Brisilla) will seme 
more straunge then all the reste, and yet assure yourself it is 
nothyng so strange as true^ and therefore give eare to that I 
mynde to saie. Doe you not thinke it verie straunge in deede, 
that the one of us should bee ndade bothe mother and daughter 
to the other, and that oiir fathers, whiche bee now so diescrepit 
and olde, should bee so overhaled with the ftirie of their fonde 
and unbrideled affections, that to serve their bwne appetites 
thei force not with what clogges of care thei comber us, that 
be their lovyng daughters, but have concluded betwene them 
selves ][a crosse marriage, and so indeede it maie well be 
tearmed, that will &11 out so overthwarte to our behoofes, who 
beyng now in our yong and tender yeres, and should bothe of 
us be made the dearlinges of twoo old menne, that seekes to 
preferre their owne lust before their children''s love, and mea- 
sure the fierie flames of youth by the dead coales of age, as 
though thei were able with their cold and rare imbracementes 
to delaie the forces of the fleshe, whose flames doeth excead in 
these our greene and tender yeres, and as muche possible for 
us to continue in likyng, as flowers are seen to agree with 
froste. But in plaine tearmes (my Brisilla), and to discipher 
ia very troth, it is contracted betweene our aged parentes that 
your &ther (as you see) should first tsike me to his wife: 
whiche weddyng beeyng once performed, then my father, in 
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like manor, should chalenge you, accordyng as it is concluded 
betweene them. 

Alas ! (^ Brisilla) these newes bee straunge in deede, and 
it should seem by your wordes so fiillie resolyed on, that there 
is no hope of redresse to be had in the matter. 

None in the worlde (% Philemo) ; but thus betweene our- 
selves, the one of us to comfort the other. 

A colde comforte (q> Brisilla), we shall finde in that 5 but 
oh, pitilesse parentes ! that will preferre your owne pleasures 
with your children's paine, your owne likyng with you chil-r 
dren's loathyng, your owne gaine with your children's greefe, 
your owne sporte with your children's spoile, your own delight 
with your children's despight. O, how muche more happie 
had it been, that we had never been borne ! 

Alas, my Brisilla ! (% Philemo), torment not yourself with 
suche extreame anguishe, for if- that would have served for 
redresse the matter had been remedied, and that long sithence. 
But I would to God, my Brisilla, that I were a manne for your 
onely sake, and havyng so good leisure as thus beeyng together 
by ourselves, we would so handle the matter, that our fethers 
should seeke newe wives. 

Alas ! (% Brisilla), suche wishes are but waste, and un-^ 
possible it is that any suche thyng should happen. 

Impossible ! (^ Philemo.) Naie surely, Brisilla, these is 
nothyng impossible, but I have knowne as greate matters as 
these have been wrought : doe we not read that the goddesse 
Venus transformed an ivorie image to a lively and perfect 
woman, at the onelie requeste of Pygmalion ? Diana likewise 
converted Acteon to a harte ; Narcissus for his pride was 
turned to a flower ; Arachne to a spider ; with a greate num- 
ber of others have bin trasformed, some into beastes, some 
into foules, and some into fishes ; but amongst the reste of 
the miracles that have bin wrought by the goddesse, tlm 
storie falleth out moste meete and fittyng to our purpose. 

There was sometime remaining in the countrey of Phestos 
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a maried couple, the housbande called by the name of Lictus, 
the wife Telethusa, who beyng with childe, was willed by her 
housbande, so sone as she should be delivered, if it were not 
a lad, that the childe should presently be slaine. His wife 
beyng delivered at her appoincted tyme brought forthe a girle, 
and yet, notwithstanding her housbandes commaundement, 
brought up the childe, makyng her housebande beleeve it was 
a boye, and called it by the name of Iphis, and thus as it 
grew in yeares was apparelled like a lad. And beyng after by 
his father assured to a wife, called by the name of lanthe, a 
young maiden, and the daughter of one Telest, dwellyng in 
Dictis, Telethusa, the mother of Iphis, fearyng her deceipt 
would bee knowne, deferred of the marriage daie so long as 
she could, sometymes fainyng tokens of ill successe, some- 
times &ining sicknesse, sometymes one thyng, sometymes 
another ; but when all her shiftes were driven to an ende, and 
the marriage daie at hand, Telethusa commyng to the temple 
of the goddesse Isis, with her heire scattered aboute her eares^ 
where before the aulter of Isis she made her humble suppli- 
cations ; and the gentle goddesse, having compassion, trans- 
formed Iphis to a man. 

Loe here, Brisilla, as greate a matter brought to passe as 
any wee have spoken of yet, and the goddesses bee of as greate 
force and might in these daies as ever thei were in times past : 
we want but the same zeale and &ithe to demaunde it ; and 
sure, in my opinion, if either of us made our request to the 
goddes, who commonly be still assistant to helpe distressed 
wightes, thei would never refuse to graunt our reasonable re- 
questes, and I will adventure on it myself, and that without 
any fitrther circumstaunce. — And here with all he seemed, 
with many piteous sighes, throwing up his handes to the 
heavens, to mumble forthe many wordes in secrete, as though 
he had been in some greate contemplation, and sodainly, with- 
out any manor of stirryng either of hande or foote, did lye 
still as it had bin a thing immovable, whereat Brisilla beganne 
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for to muse, and in the ende spake to h jm ; but Phylemo 
made no manor aanswere, but seined as though he had bm m 
some traunce, wherewith Brisilla began to call, and with her 
arme to shake hym, and Phylemo givyng a piteous sigh, as 
though he had bin awaked sodainly out of some dream, saied : 
O, biased goddesse Venus! I yeeld thee humble thankes, 
that hast not despised to graunt my request. And then speak- 
yng to Brisilla, he saied: And now, my Brialla, be of good 
comforte, for the same goddesse whiche has not disdained to 
heare my suppUcation, will likewise be assistaunt to forther 
our farther pretences, as hereafter at our better leisure we 
shall consider of. In the meane tyme receive thy lovyng 
freende, that to dale was appointed tK> be thy fother's wife, 
but now consecrated by the goddesse to be thy lovyng house- 
bande. And here withall imbrasing Brisilla in his armes, she 
perceived in deede that Emelia was perfectly metamorphosed, 
whiche contented her very well, thinkyng herself a thrise 
happy woman to light of suche a bedfellowe. Thus both (rf 
them, the one pleased very well with the other, they passed 
the tyme, till Phylotus had prepared and made all thynges 
readie for his iparriage daie, and then, callyng his freendes and 
neighbours about hym, to the churche thei goe together, 
where Alberto gave Phylemo his sonne, in the steede of his 
daughter Emelia, to Phylotus for his wife. When all the reste 
of the inarriage rites that are to be doen in the churche were 
performed, thei passed forthe the daie with feastyng and greate 
mirthe untill it was night. When the companie beganne to 
breake up, and every one to take his leave, and Phylotus, 
with his bride, were brought into their chamber, where Phy- 
lemo, desiryng the companie to avoide, and makyng &st the 
doore, he saied to Phylotus : There resteth yet a matter to be 
decided betweene you and me, and seyng we be here together 
by ourselves, and that tyme and place doeth fall out so fit, I 
hold it for the best, that it be presently determined. 

What is the matter then ? (% Phylotus) : speake boldly, my 
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Emelia, and if there be anything that hanges in dispenoe 
betwene us, I trust it shall easely bee brought to a good 
agreement. 

I praie God it maie (% Phylemo), and to reveale the matter 
in breefe and shorte circumstaunce, it is this. You are now 
my housebande, and I your lawfiiU wife, and for that I dooe 
knowe the difference in our yeares, yourself being so olde, and 
I very yong, it must needes fall out there wiU be as greate 
deversitie in our conditions, for age is commonly given to be 
frowarde, testie, and overthwart ; youth, againe, to be froKque, 
pleasaunt, and merrie : and so, likewise, in all our other con- 
ditions wee shall be founde so contrarie and disagreeyng, that 
it will be impossible for us to like the one of the others 
doynges ; for when I shall seeme to followe my owne humour, 
then it will fall out to your discontentment ; and you againe, 
to follow that diet which your age doeth constraine, will be 
moste lothsome unto me. Then you, beeyng my housebande, 
will thinke to commaunde me, and I must be obedient to your 
will, but I, beyng your wife, will thinke scome to be con- 
trolde, and will dispose of my self accordyng to my owne 
likyng, and then what braules and brabbles will &11 out, it 
were to muche to bee rehearsed ; and thus we shall Uye^neither 
of us bothe in quiet, nor neither of us bothe contented, and 
therefore for the avoidyng of these inconveniences I have 
devised this waie : that beyng thus together by our selves we 
will trie by the eares whiche of us shall bee maister, and have 
authoritie to commaunde. If the victorie happen on your side, 
I am contented for ever after to frame myself to your ordi- 
naunce and will as it shall please you to appointe ; if other- 
wise the conquest happen on my side, I will triumph like a 
victor, and will looke to beare such a swaie, that I wiU not be 
contraried in any thing, what so ever it shall please me to 
commaunde. 

Phylotus knowyng not what to make of these speeches, and 
thinkyng the tyme verie long till he had taked his firste 
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friutes, said : Come, come, my Emelia, lette us goe to bedde, 
where I doubt not but we shall so well agree, that these mat- 
ters will easely bee taken up, without any controversie suche 
as you have spoken of. 

Never while I live (% Phylemo), before I knowe where on 
to resolve, and whether you shall reste at my commaunde- 
ment, or I at yours. 

Why (% Phylotus) dooe you speake in earnest i or would 
you looke to commaunde me that am your housebande, to 
whom you ought to use all duetie and obedience ! 

Then were I in good case (^ Phylemo), that should bee 
tied to use duetie or obedience to a manne of your yeares, that 
would not let to prescribe us rules of your owne dotage, to be 
observed in steede of domesticall discipline. 

Then I perceive (q^ Phylotus) wee shall have somethyng 
adooe with you hereafter, that will use me with these tearmes 
the verie firste night. But see you make no more to dooe^ 
but come on your waies to bedde. 

And I perceive (q> Phylemo) the longer that I beare with 
you the more foole I shall finde you : and with this up with 
his fiste, and gave Phylotus a sure wheritte on the eare. Phy- 
lotus in a greate rage flies againe to Phylemo : there was 
betweene them souse for souse, and boxe for boxe, that it was 
harde to judge who should have the victorie. In the ende 
Phylemo gettes Phylotus faste by the graie bearde, and by 
plaine force pulles hym doune on the flower, and so he pomels 
hym aboute the face, that he was like to have been strangled 
with his owne bloud, which gushed out of his nose and mouth. 
Wherefore holdyng up his handes, he cried, Oh, Emilia ! 
I yeelde myself vanquished and overcome. For God's sake 
holde thy handes. and I will never more contende with thee 
duryng life. 

Phylemo staiying hymself, saied : Art thou contented, 
then, to yeeld me the conquest, and hereafter this, accord- 
ino" as thou hast said, nevermore to strive with me, never 



' TO MILITARIE PROFESSION. 209 

to gainsay anything, what so ever it shall please me to com- 
maonde. 

Never, while I live (% Phylotus) ; and therefore, for God's 
sake, let me arise, and chalenge to yourself what superioritie 
you please, whiche for me shall never be denaied so long as I 
shall live. 

Well (% Phylemo) but before I will let you arise, I will 
have you promise me to confirme these conditions, which 
folowe in this maner : firste, that at my pleasure I male goe 
abroade with my fireendes, to make merie so often as I liste, 
whither I liste, and with whom I list ; and neither at my 
goyng forthe to be demaunded whither I will, ne at my re- 
tume to bee asked where I have been : I will farther have you 
condescende to this ; that for as muche as I have learned that 
it is not onely verie untothsome, but likewise verie unwhole- 
some, for youth and age to lye sokyng together in one bedde, 
I will therefore make no bedfellowe of you but at my owne 
pleasure, and in maner as followeth, that is to saie : this first 
yere I shall be contented to bestowe one night in a moneth to 
doe you pleasure, if I maie see you worthie of it, or that you 
be able to deserve it 5 but the first yere beyng once expired, 
fewer tymes a yere maie very well suffice, that is one night a 
quarter, as it shall please myself to appoinct. There be many 
other matters whiche I will not now stande to repeate, but 
these before rehearsed be the principall thynges wherein I wil 
not bee controlde, but meane to followe myne owne likyng. 
How saie you, Phylotus? can you bee contented to frame 
yourself herein, to followe my direction ? 

Alas ! (% Phylotus) 1 see no other shifte : I must perforce 
endeavour myself patiently to abide what soever it shall please 
you to commaunde; and dae yeeld myself as recreant and 
overcome, and wholy doe put myself to your favour and 
mercie, readie to receive whatsoever it shall please you to 
awarde unto me. 

Phylemo, letting hym now arise, saied : Prepare yourself 
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then to goe to your bedde, and anon, at myne own leasure, I 
will come unto you, and departe againe at myne owne pleasure, 
when I shall see tyme. 

Phylotus, comfortyng hymself with these swete speeches, 
did thinke it yet to be some parte of amendes that she had 
promised to come and visite hym, went quietly to his bedde, 
there to abide the good hower till Emelia did come. 

Phylemo havyng prepared one of these maroenarie women 
(whereof there are greate store in Bome to bee had) eon- 
veighed her to the bedd of Phylotus, givyng her enstructions 
how to use herself, and went himself to his beste beloved Bri- 
silla, whom he had made privie to his whole derise, and in 
this manor it was agreed betwene them : thei had thought to 
have dieted Phylotus once a moneth with some cast stuffe^ 
suche as thei could hire best cheape in the toune. 

But it fell out that Flavins, whom you have heard before had 
stolne awaie Emelia, beyng at the churche the same daie that 
Phylotus was maried, ^d saw Alberto give his daughter 
Emelia to Phylotus for his wife, had thought assuredly that 
hymself had been deceived by some devill or spirite, that had 
taken upon hym the likenesse of Emelia : and therefore, hast- 
yng hymself home with all possible speede, came to Emelia, 
and blessyng hymself, he saied. I charge thee, in the name 
of the livyng God, that thou tell me what thou art, and that 
thou presently departe to the place from whence thou camest : 
and I conjure thee, in the name of the holie Trinitie, by our 
blessed ladie Virgine Marie, by aungels and archaungles, 
patriarkes and prophetes, by the Apostles and fewer Evan- 
gelistes, Matthew, Marke, Luke and Jhon, by all the holie 
martyres and confessours, and the reste of the rable and 
blessed route of heaven, that thou quietly departe without any 
roaner of prejudice either to manne, woman, or childe, either 
to any maner of beaste that is uppon the face of the earth, 
the foules of the ayre, or the fishes in the sea, and without 
any maner of tempest, stonne, whirlewinde, thunder or 
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lightnyng, and that thou take no manor of shape that male 
«eeme either terrible or fearfull unto me. 

Emelia hearyng these woordes, merveilyng muche what 
thei ment, with a smilyng countenaunce came towardeg Fla- 
vins, saiyng: Why ho>Y now, Seignior Flavins ! what, doe you 
thinke me to bee some devill, or any hagge of hell, that you 
fell to conjuryng, and blessyng of yourself ? 

I charge thee come no nere (c^ Flavins) : stande backe, for 
these inticementes can no longer abusd me. When I have seen 
with myne eyes my beloved Emelia maried in the ehurche, 
and given by Alberto, her father, to Phylotus for his wife, 
what should I thinke of^ thee but to be some feendo, or sent 
unto me by some inchaunt^nent or witchcrafbe i and there- 
fore I will no longer neither of thy compainie, neither of thy 
conference. And herewithall takyng Emelia by the shoulders 
he thrust her forthe of doores, and sbuttyng the doore after 
her, he gat hym to his chamber, where he fell to his praiers, 
tfainkyng assuredly that Emelia had been some spirite. But 
Emelia, after she had a three or fewer daies made what 
meanes she could to Flavins, and sawe it was in vaine, was 
driven to goe to her father, before whom* fidlyng upon her 
knees,* she desired hym moste humbly to forgive her. Al- 
berto takyng her up in his armes, saied, that he ktiewe no- 
thyng wherein she had offended hym, but her suite might 
easily be graunted. 

Deare father (% Emelia) I knowe 1 have offended, and so 
ferre as my facte deserveth, rather to be punished then pitied j 
the 'remenAraunce whereof is so lothsome unto me, that I 
feare to call you by the name of father, having shewed myself 
80 unworthie a daughter. These wordes she pronounced with 
such sorrowe that the teares streamed doune her cheekes, 
wherewith Alberto, moved with naturall affection, saied : 
Desu'e child, I knowe no such offence that ought to be, so 
greevously tak^ ; but speake boldly — whatsoever it be, I 
freely forgive it. 

p 2 
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Emelia, verie well comforted with these speeches, began to 
discourse how she firste disguised herself in pagers apparel, 
and what greef it was to her conscience that she should so 
fan* straie from the duetie and obedience of a childe, and to 
become a fiigitive in a mannes apparell. But her father not 
sufferyng her further to proceede in her tale, saied : Alas! 
deare daughter, if this bee the matter, it is long agoe sithe I 
have bothe forgiven and forgotten these causes, and therefore 
let these thynges never trouble you. But tell me now, how 
doe you like of your bedfellowe, how agree you with him, or 
he with you, I would be glad to knowe ? 

A.las ! ddeare father (c^ Emelia) that is the matter that I 
come to you : he hath turned me awaie, and wil no longer 
take me for his wife ; and what is the cause that hath moved 
hym unto it, I protest before God I knowe not for my life. 

Hath he turned thee awaie ? (q> Alberto) myself wil quickly 
finde a remedie for that matter : and without any more to do 
would not tarry so much as while his goune was a brushyng, 
but out of doores he goes towards Phylotus, whom by chaunce 
he met withall in the streates, and in greate chafe begins to 
chalenge hym for abusyng of his daughter, swearyng that he 
would make all Rome to speake of his abuse, if he ment to 
proceede in that he had begunne. 

Phylotus, wonderyng to see the man in suche an agonie, 
beganne to wishe that he had never scene hym nor his daugh- 
ter neither, and that, if any bodie have cause to complaine, it 
is I (q^ Phylotus) that have married suche a wife, that is more 
like to a devill then a woman 5 and I perceive now is main- 
tained in her mischiefe by you, that are her &ther, who ought 
rather to rebuke her then so to take her part, and to incourage 
her in her leudenesse. 

What incouragment is this you speake of? (% Alberto) I 
knowe not what you meane by these wordes 5 but assure your- 
self of this, that as I will not maintaine my child in anything 
that is evill, so I will not see her take a manifest wrong. 
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Doe you thinke this to be good, then (q> Phylotus), that 
your daughter ^ould bestowe suche hansell on her house- 
bande as she![hath all readie bestowed upon me? and then, 
pointyng to his face, he said. See here your daughter's handie 
woorke : how thinke you, . is this requisite to be borne with 
all, that you stande so muche in your daughter's defence ? 

Alberto, seeyng his face all swolne, and the skinne scratched 
of, perceived that Phylotus was at a fraie, and had good 
cause to complaine, and, wonderyng that his daughter was so 
aodainly become a shrewe, said : If this bee my daughter's 
handie woorke, I can neither beare withall, neither will I al- 
lowe it in her so to use her housebande ; and therefore, I praie 
you, lette me heare the matter debated betweene you, and I 
doubte not but to take such order, as there shall no more any 
suche rule happen betweene you. 

I am contented you shall debate what you will (q^ Phylotus) 
so it maie be doen with quietnesse ; but I will never more con- 
tende with her for the masterie while I live : she hath alreadie 
wonne it — I am contented she shall weare it. 

I praie you then (% Alberto) that you will goe home to 
your owne house, and I will goe fetche my daughter, and will 
<;ome unto you straightwaie ; and I doubt not but to take suche 
order betweene you as shall fall out to bothe your likynges. 

I praie God you maie (% Philotus) and I will goe home, 
and there will stale your commyng, 

Alberto likewise went to his owne house, and callyng Emelia, 
said never a woorde unto her, but willed her to foUowe hym ; 
and commyng to the house of Philotus, whom he founde 
within, tarriyng his commyng ; and by fortune, at the same 
instant, Philemo and Brisilla bothe were gone into the toune 
to buye certaine thynges that thei had neede of. And Alberto 
beginning first to rebuke his daughter, that would seme in 
suche manor to abuse her houseband, and with a long dis- 
course he preached unto her, with what duetie and obedience 
women ought to use their housebandes withall, and not to 
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take upon them, like maisters, to correct and chastice them. 
Emelia denaied not only the &ct^ but also ^he denaied Phi^ 
lotoB to be her housebande. 

What have wee here to doe? (c^ her father) how canst thoa 
(shamelesse queane) denaye that whiche within these fower 
daies was performed in the &ce of the whole worlde i 

Emelia, standing stiffe to her tackelyng, would in nowise 
confesse that ever she was married. 

Then her &ther began to charge her with her owne words 
which she had used to hym before ; how she had disguised her- 
self in man^s apparell, and so stole awaie forthe of dores, the 
whiche Emelia never denaied. Why then {(^ her father) did 
not I meete thee in the streates, and at the request of thy 
housebande, here present, did forgive thee thy fault, to whom 
1 then delivered thee, and with whom thou hast ever sithence 
remained I 

Emelia made flatte deniall of any of all these saiynges to 
bee true. Alberto, in a greate fiirie, would have taken wit- 
nesse of Philotus in the matter ; but Philotus, fearyng an 
other banquet at night when he should goe to bedde, durste 
not in any wise seeme to contrary Emelia. In the ende, after 
greate fendyng and provyng had in the matter, Emelia, from 
poincte to poincte, discoursed to her &ther, how she firste feU 
into the likyng of Flavins, and by his practise so conveighed 
herself awaie in his pagers apparell, and had with hym re- 
mained all this while, till now he had toumed her awaie. 

Her faiher would in no wise allowe this tale to be true ; but 
Flavins beeyng well knowne to bee a courteous gentleman, 
Alberto devised to sende for hym, who presently, at his gentle 
intreatie, came to the house of Philotus, where he spared not 
to confesse a truthe, that onely for the love that he bare to 
Emelia he devised to steale her awaie ; and there came one 
unto him in the likenesse of Emelia, and in the same apparell 
that he had provided for her, whom he verie charely kepte, 
untill suche tyme as he sawe with his owne eyes that Emelia 
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was married in the chnrche to Philotua, and then aseniyiig 
hym self that he had been deceived by eome spirite that had 
taken upon hym the aimilitude and likenesse of Emelia, he 
presentlie came home and tourned her awaie, and what was 
become of her he conld never leame. 

Alberto, mnche amazed to heare this tale, said : Senior 
Flavins, dooe yon knowe your Emelia againe if you see her J 
And then poioctyng to his daughter, he eaid :- Is not this 
the same Emelia that you apeake of, whiche yon have tourned 
awaie ? 

I knowe not (q^ Flavins) the one from the other, but sure 1 
sawe with myne eyes twoo Emelias so like, that the one of 
them offeree must needes bee the devill. 

There is no question (^ Philotos) but that is my'wife : if 
there bee ever a devlll of theim bothe, I knowe it is she. Out, 
alas i that ever I was borne. What shall I now dooe ! I 
knowe I have married a devill. 

And by fortune, as Alberto chaunced to look forthe of the 
windowe, he espied Philemo and Brisilla in the streate com- 
myng homewardes. Peace i (c^ Alberto) here commeth the 
other Emelia : wee shall now trie whiche of theim is the devill 
(I thinke) before we departe. 

By this Philemo was come in, and hearing how matters 
had been debated, and were falne out, againe knowing Alberto 
to be his father, and what prejudice his sister Emelia was 
like to snstaine if she should be. forsaken by her freende and ' 
lover, Flavius, confessed the whole matter, humbly desiiyng 
his lather to forgive hym. 

When he had a while wondered at the circumstaunce, and 
the truthe of every thing laid open and come to light, all 
parties were well pleased and contented, savyng Philotus : for 
when he remembered, first, the losse of his love, Emelia, 
then bow Philemo had beaten him, what a bedfellowe he 
had provided hym, while ha hymself went and laie with his 
daughter, these thynges putte all together made hym in 
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suche a chafe, that he was like to run out of his wittes. But 
when he had raged a good while, and sawe how little helpe it 
did prevaile hym, he was contented, in the ende, that his 
daughter Brisilla should marrie with Philemo, and Flarius 
yerie joyfully received againe his Emelia (when he knewe she 
was no devill) and bothe the marriages consumat in one day. 
And so I praie God give them joye, and every old dotarde so 
good successe as had Philotus. 



FINIS. 
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THE CONCLUSION. 

Gentle reader, now thou hast perused these histories to the 
ende, I doubte not but thou wilte deeme of them as thei wor- 
thely deserve, and thinke suche vanities more fitter to bee pre- 
sented on a stage (as some of theim have been) then to bee 
published in printe, (as till now they have never been) but to 
excuse myself of the follie that here might bee imputed unto 
me, that my self beyug the first that have put them to the 
print, should likewise be the first that should condemne them 
as vaine. For mine owne excuse herein I aunswere, that in the 
writyng of them I have used the same maner that many of our 
yong gentlemen useth now adaies in the wearing of their ap- 
parell, which is rather to foUowe a fiishion that is newe, bee it 
never so foolishe, then to bee tied to a more decent custome, 
that is cleane out of use ; sometyme wearyng their haire free- 
seled so long, that makes theim looke like a water spaniell ; 
sometymes so shorte, like a newe shome sheepe ; their beardes 
sometymes cutte rounde, like a Philippes doler, sometymes 
square, like the kynges hedde in Fishstreate ; sometymes so 
neare the skinne, that a manne might judge by his face the 
gentleman had had verie pilde lucke : their cappes and hattes 
sometymes so bigge, as will hold more witte then three of them 
have in their heddes ; sometymes so little, that it will hold no 
witte at all : their ruffes sometimes so huge, as shall hang 
aboute their neckes like a carte wheele ; sometymes a little 
fallyng bande, that makes theim looke like one of the queen^s 
silkewomen : their clokes sometymes so long, as it shall trippe 
on their heeles, sometymes so shorte, as will not hang over 
their elbowes : their jerkinnes sometymes with hye coUors, 
buttoned close under their chinne ; sometymes with no collars 
at all aboute their neckes, like a wenche in a redde wastcoate 
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that were washyng of a bucke 5 sometymes with long, sausie 
sleeves, that will be in every dishe before his maister ; some- 
tymes without sleeves, like Scogins manne, that used to run of 
sleevelesse errandes : their dublettes sometyme feggotte wasted 
above the navill 5 sometymes cowebeallied belowe the flanckes, 
that the gentleman must undoe a button when he goes to pisse. 

In their hoose so many fashions as I can not describe ; some- 
tymes garragascoynes, breached like a beare ; sometymes close 
to the docke, like the devill in a plaie (wantyng but a taile) ; 
sometymes rounde, like to Saincte Thomas onions : sometymes 
petite ruflFes, of twoo ynches long, with a close stockyng cleane 
aboute the nocke of his taile ; sometymes disguisyng theim- 
selves after the use of Spaine, sometymes aflter the Italian 
manor ; and many tymes thei imitate the Frenche fashion so 
neare, that all their haire is readie to fall of their heddes. 

Now I am sure, if any of theim were asked why he used 
suche varietie in his apparell, he would annswere, because he 
would followe the fashion. Lette this, then, suffice likewise 
for myne excuse ; that myself, seeyng trifles of no accoumpt to 
be now best in season, and suche vanities more desired then 
matters of better purpose, and th« greatest parte of our writers 
«till busied with the like^ so I have put forthe this booke, be- 
cause I would followe the &shion. 

And nowe, freendlie reader, because I have entred thus £s»7e 
to speake of fashions, I will conclude with a tale that maketh 
8omethyng for my purpose. I have read it so long agoe, that 
I cannot tell you where, nor the matter is hot ^eate, though 
I doe not tell you when. But in Englande (as I think) and, 
as it should seme, nere aboute London, there was sometymes 
dwellyng a gentleman, though not of verie greate wealth, yet 
of a verie honest life, and of good reporte emongest his neigh^ 
hours, whose name was Maist^ Persinus. This gentilmao 
had a daughter, whose name was Mildred, aboute the age of 
eighteene yeres, of a singulare beautie, verie well trained up by 
her owne mother, who was likewise living, and with whom she 
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now remained. It fortuned that a devil of hell, called Bal- 
thaser ; no inferiour devill, but a maister devill, a principall 
officer and commaunder in helle ; and truste me, if there were 
ever a devill that was an honeste manne, Balthaser was he, 
savyng that, beyng now an auncient devill, and well spente in 
yeres, he beganne to waxe wanton, and to doate in the love of 
Mistres Mildred ; but yet not like our greatest parte of lovers 
now a dales, that still practise their loves unlawfully, more for 
luste then for loyaltie. But Balthaser, contrariwise, bare his 
love honestlie, lawAiUie, yea, and in the waie of marriage, the 
whiche to bryng to passe, he toke suche continuall care and 
travaile in his mynde, that he now confessed the fire of helle 
to bee but a trifle, in respecte of the scorchyng flames of love ; 
sometymes conjecturyng in his minde what bashfolnesse is 
founde to bee in yong damselles in these daies, but especially 
when a manne comes to proffer them love, they are so shame- 
fast, that with a good wil thei would never heare of marriage 
till thei were thirtie yeres old at the leaste ; and many of theim, 
if it were not for menne, I thinke, could bee well contented to 
leade apes in hell : other whiles he remembered the greedie de- 
sire that is generallie in parentes, who never consente to the 
marriyng of their feire daughters without some greate joynter* 
Now, the devill had no landes, and, therefore, to finde the beste 
remedie he could, thei saie the devill is able to put uppon hym 
all manor of shapes ; so he tooke upon hym the presence and 
personage of so gallant a yong gentleman, as fitted so well the 
fancie of Mistres Mildred, that, without any long circumstance^ 
she was contented to accept hym for her housebande: the 
whiche beeyng perceived by her &ther and mother, not mindyng 
to contrarie their daughter'*s likyng, gave their free consentes. 
There was no more to dooe, but to appoincte for their marriyng 
dale, the whiche beeyng once expired, the devil, sittyng by his 
beste beloved, uttered these wordes, or suche like as foUoweth. 
My good Mildred, my deare and lovyng wife, I muste con- 
fesse myself not a little beholdyng unto you, that, neither 
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examinyng my petigree, from whence I came, neither yet how 
I am able to kepe you, would, notwithstandyng, vouchsafe to 
take me for your housebande, I muste thinke your courtesie 
proceaded of love, and doe accoumpte myself so muche the 
more beholdyng unto you. And now to give you some triall 
that you have not made your choice of a rascall, or a knave of 
no reputation, I am contented to give you one demaunde, what- 
soever you thinke beste to require of me 5 and therefore, my 
deare, aske what you liste, your desire shalbee satisfied, alwaies 
provided that hereafter you never trouble me with any &rther 
requestes. 

The yong wife, wonderfully well contented with these lovyng 
speeches of her courteous housebande, desired of hym a little 
pause and respite : and now, commyng to her mother, to whom 
she unfolded the whole contentes of the premises, sittyng theim 
doune together to consider of the matter, after a greate nom- 
her of consultations, and as many imaginations had betwene 
them, in the ende thei concluded that her request should bee 
for a sute of apparell of a gallaunt fashion, but even then newlie 
come up: and, commyng to her housebande with this de- 
maunde, thei had their wishe presently accomplished, and this 
sute of apparell laied by them, so well made and fitted as pos- 
sibly could bee desired. 

Thus all parties were well pleased : thei continued in good 
likyng for the space of one moneth, at whiche tyme an other 
newe fashion was then come up, as well in the attiryng of their 
heddes, as also in the makyng of their gounes, kirtells, and 
stomachers. Mistros Mildred, beyng now quite out of con- 
ceit, for that she had never a goune to putte on her backe 
but of a stale cutte, and the fashion at the leaste of a 
monethe olde, who would blame the gentlewoman, though she 
tooke it very grievously. Alas ! her minde was so far out of 
quiet, that her meate almoste did her no maner of good : 
whiche sodaine alteration beyng perceived by her houseband, 
he beganne to intrete her to shewe hym the cause of her con- 
ceived greef ; the whiche when she had reveiled, the good honest 
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devill her houseband saied : Well, my deare wife, although 
when I satisfied your last demaunde, my conditions were that 
you should never trouble me with any further requestes, yet, 
once againe to recomforte you, aske of me what you will, I will 
graunte your desire ; but, to cutte you of all hope that here- 
after this I wil never be troubled again with newe fashions, 
assure yourself that this is the last request that ever I minde 
to graunt you. 

Mistres Mildred, givyng hym twentie kisses for his kind- 
nesse, went again to her mother with these joyfiiU newes, and, 
concluding as before, thei brought the devill an invontorie of 
newe fashions, beginning with cappes, caules, quayves, ruffes, 
partlettes, sleeves, gounes, kirtelles, peticotes ; and there was 
no stitche, no cutte, no lace, no garde, nor no fashion that was 
then in use, but in this inventorie it was to bee fbunde : and 
as before, this bill was no sooner presented, but all thinges 
were in readinesse, so well fitted and fashioned, as if the moste^ 
cunnyngest workemen in Englande had been at the makyng. 
But what should I sale ! Before another moneth was expired, 
there was a newe invention ; for then came up newe fashions 
in their caps, in their hattes, in their caules, newe Cushioned 
shadowes; then came up periwigges, frizelyng, and curlyng; 
then came up dublettes, bombastyng, and bolsteryng ; newe 
fashions in their gounes, kirtelles, and peticotes ; then thei be- 
gan to weare crimsin, carnation, greene and yellowe stookynges : 
to bee shorte, there was suche alteration in women'^s apparell, 
from the top to the toe, in a moneth, that Mistres Mildred 
thought herself now againe to bee cleane out of fashion, the 
remembraunce whereof brought her likewise to be quite out of 
countenaunce. But when she remembered how she was prohi- 
bited from makyng any further demaundes, it did so gaule her 
at the harte, that now she beganne to froune, lumpe, and lowre 
at her housebande, whiche when he perceived, he saied unto 
her: Why, how now, my good Mildred? I feare me thy 
hedde is troubled againe with newe fashions. From whence 
commeth these sodaine fittes! What is the matter that 
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breedeth suohe idteration in thy maners! Tell me, I praie 
thea» what is it that doeth offende thee I 

The poore gentlewoman, not able to speake one woorde for 
weepyng, at the laste, burstyng ont into these tearmes, if (c^ 
she) I had made my choise of a housbande worthie of myself, 
I should never have given hjrm cause thus to wonder at me, 
nor myself have had occasion to comjJiaine for suche a trifle, 
for that I might have doen as other women doe, and have fol- 
lowed every fashion and every newe devise, without either 
grudgyng, or restraint of my desire : I should not then have 
been injoyned to suche a kind of silence, but I might have 
made my housebande privie to my wantes : I should not then 
have bin kept, like Jone of the countrey, in a tyre of the olde 
fassion, devised a moneth agoe. 

While Mistres Mildred was proceeding in these speeches, or 
suche other like, the devill her housebande was stroke in suche 
a dumpe, that, not able any longer to indure her talke, he not 
onely avoided hymself from her presence, but also devised with 
speede to flie the countrey ; and commyng to Dover, thinkyng 
to crosse the seas, findyng no shippyng readie, he altered his 
course, and gat hym into Scotlande, never staiyng till he came 
to Edenbrough, where the kyng kept his court. And now, 
forgettyng all humanitie, whiche he had learned before in 
Englande, he began againe a freshe to plaie the devill, and so 
possessed the King of Seots himself with such straunge and 
unacquainted passions, that, by the conjecture of phisitions 
and other learned men, that were then assembled together to 
judge the kynges diseases, thei al concluded that it must 
needes bee some feende of hell that so disturbde their prince. 
Whereupon, proclamations were presently sent forthe, that who- 
soever could give releef should have a thousand crounes by the 
yere, so long as he did live. The desire of these crounes caused 
many to attempt the matter, but the fiirie of the devill was 
suche, that no man could prevaile. 

Now, it fortuned that Persinus, the father of Mistres Mil- 
dred, at this present to be at Edenbrough, who, by constrainte 
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of some extremitie, was now compelled to practise phisicke, 
wherein he had some pretie sight ; but therewithall so good 
successe, that who but Persinus, the English phisition, had al 
the name through the whole realme of Scotlande. The fame 
of this phisition came to the hearyng of the kyng, who, sendyng 
for Persinus, began to debate with hym of the straungnesse of 
his fittes, profferyng large sommes of money if he coulde finde 
a remedie : to whom Persinus answered, that it passed farro 
his skill. The kyng, notwithstandyng, would not give over, 
but intreated Persinus to take in hajide the cure 5 whiche when 
he still depaied, did thinke it rather proceeded of stubhomesse 
then for want of experience, wherefore he began to threaten 
hym, swearyng, that if he would not accompUshe his request^ 
it should cost hym his life. 

Persinus, seeyng hymself so hardly besteade, was contented 
to trie some part of his cunnyng; and the next daie, when ther 
kyng was in his fitte, he was brought in to see the manor how 
it helde hym. Whom the devill perceivyng to come in at the 
doore, speaking to Persinus, he saied in this manor. 

My &ther Persinus, I am glad I see you here. But what 
winde hath driven you hether to this place ? 

Why, what arte thou, (q^ Persinus) that callest me thy 
father i 

Marie, (q^ the devill) I am Balthaser, that was once maried 
to your daughter j in deede, a devill of hell, though you never 
knewe it before, whom your daughter weried so muche ijdth 
her newe fashions, as I had rather be in hell then married to 
suche a wife. 

And arte thou, then, Balthaser ? (q^ Persinus) why, then, I 
praie thee, good sonne, departe the Kyng of Scots ; for he 
hath threatned me, for thy cause, to take awaie my life. 

Marie, (q^ Balthaser) even so I would have it : it were some 
parte of aquitaunce for your daughter's kindnesse towardes me, 

Persinus, seyng the disposition of the devill, thought it not 
good to deale any farther with hym at that present ; but after- 
warde, when the kyng was come to hymself, he requested of 
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hjm but respite for one moneth ; and against tlie daie that he 
should then take him in hande againe, he devised with the 
king that all the ordnaonce in the tonne mi^t be shot otj an 
the belles in the towne might be rong, and that dl the tram- 
pets, dmmmes, and all maner of other instnimenta, might alto- 
gether flonnde abont the conrt and lodging of the King. 

These thynges bejmg accordingly prepared, and the daie 
come that was assigned, Persinns being with ihe King at the 
beginning of his fit, accordyng as it was appointed, the ord- 
naonce was shot of, the belles began to ring, mnsitions played 
on every side :• at whiche sodaine noyse, the deviU b^anne to 
wonder, and callyng to Persinns, he ssied : Whj^ how now, 
fether, what meaneth all this noyse ! 

Why, ((^ Persinns) doest thou not knowe the meanyng! 
then, I perceive, devilles dooe not knowe all : bnt, because thon 
must be acquainted with it, I will tell thee afore hande. The 
laste tyme I talked with thee, thou toldest me thou hadst 
married my daughter ; and thy tokens were so true, that I am 
sure thou didst not lye ; for which cause, knowing where thy 
bidyng is, I have sent for her to the towne, and this noyse that 
thou hearest is her welcome to the courte. 

And is my wife, then, come hether to seeke me out ! {(^ the 
devill) then I shall sure to be troubled with new &shions. 
Naie, then, &rewell, Scotland ; for I had rather goe to hell. 
And thus leavyiig the kyng, he departed his waie. 

Now to conclude. If a sillie woman were able to wearie the 
devill, that troubled hym with newe &shions but once in a 
moneth, I thinke God himself will be wearied with the out- 
rages of men, that are busied with new fangles at the least 
once a daie. I can no more; but wishe that gentlemen, 
leavyng suche superficiall foUies, would rather indevour them- 
selves in other exercises, that might be much more beneficiall 
to their countrey, and a greate deale better to their owne repu- 
tation : and thus an ende. 

FINIS. 



